: “My Soul Magnifies”
A Year of Devotions and Bible Studies for the Family Seeking to Magnify the Lord
by Cammie and Shaan Sancheti
Day One (January 1):
Did you know that there is a famous passage of the Bible that is known as the
? If that word sounds a little strange to you, it’s because it’s not an
English word. It’s a Latin word, and it means, “my soul magnifies.” The passage is
called the
because “my soul magnifies” were the first three words spoken
in the passage.
Do you have any idea what it means to magnify something? Have you ever had a
chance to look at something through a magnifying glass? If so, you know that when
you look at an object through a magnifying glass, the object appears much bigger
that it actually is. It is magnified.
Now back to our famous passage. What you do think was being magnified in these
verses? Let’s take a look at the first two verses (Luke 1:46‐47, ESV):
“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior”
The Mary mentioned in the verse above was none other than Mary, the mother of
Jesus. So, what was Mary’s soul magnifying?
The Lord!
Now that’s interesting. Let’s think about this for a minute. We just learned that when
something is magnified it is made to appear larger than it is. Surely Mary does not
means she is making the Lord appear larger than He is – He is already far larger and
greater than we could ever imagine! He doesn’t need any help from mere mortals to
appear bigger or greater. He is the Everlasting God, after all!
So what could Mary possibly mean? Well, the interesting thing about magnification
is that it doesn’t actually make objects bigger, it only changes our perception of the
object, making it appear bigger to us.
Perhaps when Mary said, “my soul magnifies the Lord” what she meant was that her
perception of God had changed and that He appeared bigger to her – to her soul.
If that’s the case, then magnifying God doesn’t mean we make Him any bigger or
make Him appear any bigger than He is. It simply means when we magnify God, we
make Him more prominent to us. Our perception is altered – and therefore He
appears bigger to us.
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How do you think our lives might be different if we excelled at magnifying God? If
we lived in a way where God appeared bigger and greater to us, would it make our
fears appear smaller? Would our worries suddenly seem a little less significant?
Would our hurts linger less and our disappointments be less disappointing? Would
we be more likely to want to share His love with others if we truly believed He was
bigger and greater and the all‐powerful One in control of our lives?
Could it be that, by magnifying God, we actually get the right perspective? That God
appears to us as He is supposed to be?
Today is January 1, the start of a new year. Each year, people come up with New
Year’s resolutions – things they want to do during the New Year. Usually, these
resolutions are positive goals – an example might be choosing to exercise more, as
exercising is good for our health.
This year, I have a goal for our family. Our New Year’s resolution is to daily learn to
magnify God together. Our goal is seeking to improve our health – our spiritual
health.
So how can we magnify God? How is it possible to have our perception altered so
that He becomes so big to us that He is truly everything to us?
I think the

holds several clues we’ll explore over the next few days.

For today, we are going to do two things to start off this New Year:
1) We are going to start memorizing the verses that will be the inspiration for
our New Year’s resolution: “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” – Luke 1:46‐47
2) We are going to place a copy of the following symbol (a magnifying glass over
the word “God”) created by my oldest son, Shaan, in a visible place in our
house. This symbol illustrates our New Year’s resolution (to magnify God)
and reminds us to be consistent with our new goal:

Will your family join ours in seeking to magnify the Lord during this New Year?
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Day Two (January 2):
Yesterday I mentioned that I believed the
held several clues that could
help us learn how to magnify God. Today, I’d like to explore one of the clues.
The
, or The Song of Mary, is often sung or spoken in church services,
particularly during the Advent (Christmas) season. Mary learned from an angel that
both she and her cousin Elizabeth were pregnant, so she travelled to meet Elizabeth.
Upon arrival, Elizabeth’s baby leapt in her womb and she was filled with the Holy
Spirit. She exclaimed that Mary was blessed; Mary’s baby would be blessed, and
asked why she was blessed with a visit from the mother of her Lord (Luke 1:41‐43).
Mary must have been overcome at this greeting. She realizes that everything is
about to change; God has chosen her to be a key player in the course of human
history. Mary, an unmarried girl, and Elizabeth, previously barren, were chosen by
God to fulfill important roles in His plan of redemption. Mary is moved by this image
of God loving the lowly, and honored to be part of His unorthodox plan. When
Elizabeth tells Mary that the baby in her belly leapt for joy at her arrival, Mary
breaks forth into a song of praise found in Luke 1:46‐55, known as the
:
“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now
on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things
for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the
proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
offspring forever.” – Luke 1:46‐55
While often recited during Advent, I think Mary’s song of praise is more than just a
celebration of the coming of the Messiah. Her poem is almost like a bridge – she is
realizing that here lies the mystery of both the past and the future. Mary is well
versed on the stories of her ancestors. You can see this in how she references Israel,
“our fathers,” Abraham, and “his offspring” in the last verse. A less obvious way to
recognize her familiarity with Old Testament characters is that her poem is
strikingly similar to Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving in 1 Samuel 2:1‐10. Mary knew
the story of Hannah, a young woman who had no children and prayed that the Lord
would grant her a son. When the Lord granted her request, Hannah sang the Song of
Thanksgiving. There are many similarities between Hannah’s Song and Mary’s
. Both praise the Lord and rejoice in Him, proclaim His holiness, discuss
how He exalts the lowly and forces down the mighty (or proud), and feeds the
hungry. Yet, Mary’s
does not appear to be trying to recite or quote
Hannah’s song in the gospel of Luke. More than likely, Mary was simply so well
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acquainted with the stories of Scripture that her poem was indicative of the
Scripture that was flowing out of her heart. What an amazing thing! First clue: being
familiar with Scripture is one way we prepare our hearts to magnify the Lord.
Mary knows that with this baby, the future is upon her. She acknowledges that all
generations will call her blessed and that the Mighty One has remembered to be
merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever. Mary realizes she is at the
intersection of the Old and New – the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. She
knows God has been faithful in keeping His promises from the stories of her
ancestors, and she knows that something new is on the horizon and He will be
faithful to the end. One foot in the past, one foot in the future – Mary starts to
connect the dots from the stories of the patriarchs, the prophecies, and the Law to
her story and ultimately to the story of all humanity – and the result is –
!
What if that’s what could happen to us? What if we scoured the pages of Scripture
and were able not only to better understand the characters of the Old and New
Testament, but also to better understand the whole course of redemption and how
all of it – everything – involves us and is for us. What if, like Mary, we were able to
connect the dots? What if, like Mary, by diligently studying the Word we were able to
better understand that the Bible is not just a history book, or a great piece of
literature, but also God’s love story written to us?
Like Mary, I hope we will be so humbled that we would have no other choice than to
exclaim “My soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Savior!”
Today our family is going to do two things as we seek to magnify the Lord:
1) We’ll continue memorizing our “theme” passage: “And Mary said, “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” – Luke 1:46‐47
2) We’ll place a copy of the following symbol created by Shaan in a folder with
yesterday’s symbol and work on memorizing another verse. We’ve learned
that knowing the Scriptures is one clue in how we can begin to magnify the
Lord: “for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:48‐49

This week we’ll learn more about the dots Mary connected. Will your family
continue to join us as we study God’s word to better learn how to magnify our Lord?
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Day Three (January 3)
In yesterday’s symbol, you may have noticed that the dots that were connected had
letters beside them. Each letter represents someone. The “A” is for Abraham and the
“I” is for Israel since Mary referenced them in her song of praise. The “H” is for
Hannah since Mary’s
is so similar to, and possibly patterned after,
Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving. The “M” is for Mary, the “J” written in red is for her
son Jesus, and the “Y” is for You!
Today we are going to start exploring how all of the people represented by the dots
are connected. Let’s begin with the first dot, “Abraham.” In Genesis 15, Abram
(before he was renamed “Abraham”) had a vision. In the vision, the Lord told him to
number the stars in the sky, if he could. Then, he told Abram his offspring would be
as numerous as the stars in heaven. Abram’s reaction in Genesis 15:6 is very
important and will be our focus for today: “And he believed the Lord, and he
counted it to him as righteousness.”
In the Bible (depending on the translation you use), “believe” and “faith” are often
used interchangeably, but in American English, “believe” does not necessarily mean
the same thing as “faith.” For instance, “believe” most often means something
similar to the following definition: “to have confidence in the truth, the existence, or
the reliability of something.” So, you can “believe in the existence” of something with
your head (i.e. believe God exists), but not change your lifestyle accordingly. What
comes to mind when I think of this is James 2:19‐20 – “You believe that there is one
God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder. You foolish man, do you
want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?”
So, what does “faith” typically mean? “Confidence or trust in a person or thing.” Do
you see the subtle difference in the definitions of “believe” and “faith?” Believe (as
used in English today) denotes having confidence in the existence of something,
while faith denotes “trusting” something. Subtle word variation, but huge difference
in meaning!
The word “believed” in the Genesis 15:6 originated from the Hebrew verb ‘aman.
Genesis 15:6 is the first time the word verb ‘aman appears in Scripture, and typically
the “first use” of a word in Scripture is significant as it establishes the primary or
most significant meaning. The use of ‘aman in Genesis 15:6 reveals that Abram did
not just mentally agree with God’s promise given in verse 15:5, but that he relied on
the promise and made a personal commitment to the Lord.
In essence, Abram did not just believe in the existence of God, he had faith in the
Lord! He trusted and obeyed the Lord, and it was accounted to him as righteousness!
It is almost as if Abram heard God’s promise in Genesis 15:5 and responded “Amen!”
(Note: “Amen” means “truly, it is certain” and is derived from the Hebrew root
“'aman” which means, “to confirm, support” {or have faith}). Fascinating, right?!
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This is a really important point, and our foundation for “connecting the dots.” The
use of the Hebrew word ‘aman in Genesis 15:6 reveals the mystery of how people
are saved. In the Old Testament, which starts with Genesis (the book of beginnings),
the key to being saved is grace through faith. This is the same means by which
people are saved in the New Testament. We are going to learn a lot throughout this
year about all these different terms (grace, testament, faith, etc.) but for now the
important thing to remember is ‘aman – faith.
Abraham’s (or Abram’s) response to the Lord in Genesis 15:6 is the first direct
mention of ‘aman, or faith, in the Bible. This is a building block for all we are going to
learn over the next year, and the start of how we connect the dots in our symbol
from Day 2. Second clue: Mary was familiar with the concept of ‘aman, and knew its
importance in preparing hearts to magnify the Lord as we’ll learn in our studies.
Today our family is going to do two things as we seek to magnify the Lord:
1) We’ll continue memorizing our “theme” passage, including our addition from
yesterday: “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For
behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
2) We are going to place a copy of the following symbol created by Shaan in a
folder with our previous symbols and work on memorizing another verse
that teaches us about the importance of ‘aman, or faith: “And he believed in
the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐ Genesis 15:6

Do you have any idea who Shaan illustrated in the symbol above? If you guessed
Abram or Abraham, you are correct. If you are confused on why this important Old
Testament person had two names, do not worry – we’ll learn more about his name
change in the days to come. For today, what we want to remember is that
Abram/Abraham is linked to the first Bible reference of ‘aman ‐ faith.
Abram/Abraham/’Aman. Stick with us – I know this lesson held a lot of information
(and a lot of similar sounding “A” words!), but trust me when I say that we are well
on our way to discovering ways to magnify our Lord! What better way to spend our
time and energy during this New Year?
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Day Four (January 4):
Yesterday, we learned about ‘aman (faith) and focused on the first part of Genesis
15:6 to understand what it meant when Abram believed God. Now, let’s take a look
at the second part of Genesis 15:6 to see what was meant when the Lord counted
Abram’s faith to him as righteousness. The Lord chose to justify Abram because of
his faith. Justification is a term that is used throughout the Bible, particularly in the
New Testament. Let’s see if we can figure out what Biblical justification means.
In its simplest terms, justification is an act of God that is full of promise. In Genesis
12, the Lord initially told Abram that he would make a great nation of him and make
his name great. When God first spoke to Abram, he was living in the land of Ur with
his father, Terah, who was an idol‐worshipper (see Joshua 24:2‐3). In Genesis 12
God told Abram to "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse, and in you shall all the families
of the earth be blessed" (Genesis 12:1–3). In his sovereign grace, God chose Abram,
an undeserving idolater, to be a blessing to the entire world.
However, after God initially gave Abram this promise in Genesis 12, we see that by
Genesis 15 Abram is still childless and the promise seems hopeless. In Genesis 15:2
Abram laments, “Oh, Lord, what will you give me, for I continue childless…”
God then tells Abram to look at the stars in the sky and try to count them and tells
him his descendants will be just as many. This is the passage we learned about
yesterday. In Genesis 15, we see a shift from Genesis 12. In Genesis 15 Abram begins
to realize that God is going to act for him. In his infinite grace, God is going to do
what seems humanly impossible, as Abram and his wife are already past their
childbearing years. Abram then looks away from himself and trusts the Lord to keep
His promise. Abram’s act of faith (disclosed in Genesis 15:6) so honors the glory of
God’s power, mercy, and trustworthiness that the Lord in his infinite grace gives
Abram the gift of justification: he declares Abram to be righteous before him.
This does not mean that Abram will stop sinning. He will sin again. However, the
justification freely given by God in His grace (through Abram’s faith in His promise)
means that Abram has now been forgiven for all his sins. God will no longer
condemn Abram for his sins – past, present, or future – because he considers him
righteous based on his faith. Abram got justification – something he did not deserve.
That is the definition of grace – receiving the unmerited favor of God.
This is an incredibly important concept to grasp! If there is now no condemnation
for Abram because of his free justification by faith, then that means that Genesis
15:6 is full of promise. God counting Abram’s faith as righteousness means that God
will be for him for the rest of his life and into eternity.
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God expresses this truth to Abram in Genesis 17 when He changes Abram’s name:
“Now when Abram was ninety‐nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. I will establish
My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.” Abram fell
on his face, and God talked with him, saying, “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with
you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name
be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I have made you the father of
a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations
of you, and kings will come forth from you. I will establish My covenant between Me
and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. I will give
to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” – Genesis 17:1‐8
God promised Abram he would be His God. Abram (now called Abraham) was
justified by faith, which meant God would be for him, would be God to him, and
would work for him and his descendants with great mercy and faithfulness.
How incredible! How humbling! How gracious of our Lord! Mary in her
was able to capture the great grace of God when she wrote “he has looked on the
humble estate of his servant…he who is mighty has done great things for me…his
mercy is for those who fear him. Third clue: Mary understood that grasping God’s
grace and His faithfulness to keep His promises was necessary to magnify the Lord.
Today we are going to do two things to continue learning how to magnify God:
1) We’ll continue memorizing our “theme” passage: “And Mary said, “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on
the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is
his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
2) We are going to place a copy of the following symbol created by Shaan in a
folder with our previous symbols and continue memorizing yesterday’s verse
that teaches us about the importance of faith and justification: “And he
believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐ Genesis 15:6
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Day Five (January 5):
In the last four days, we have covered a great deal of information. We’ve discovered
three clues on how to magnify the Lord. Before we go any further, let’s take a minute
to review what we’ve learned so far. Some ways that we can prepare our hearts to
magnify the Lord are:
1) Spending time in God’s Word and becoming familiar with the Scriptures
2) Having faith in God and trusting His Word
3) Grasping God’s grace and His faithfulness to keep His promises
Today we are going to focus on the last part of our “theme” passage… “and holy is his
name” from Luke 1:49. You may have already guessed from our previous lessons
that names are important in the Bible. God chose to rename Abram (which means
“exalted father”) to Abraham (which means “father of many nations”). God also
chose to rename Abram’s wife, Sarai (meaning “princess”), to Sarah (“mother of
nations”). A few days ago, we learned that the Hebrew verb ‘aman first referenced in
Genesis 15:6 means to confirm, or have faith. You may be wondering, what does
Hebrew mean? The word Hebrew was first used in Genesis 14:3 in reference to
Abram. Hebrew means “wanderer” and the Hebrew language came to be associated
with the descendants of Abraham. In Exodus 6:3, God revealed His name to one of
Abraham’s descendants, Moses: “I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as El‐
Shaddai – “God Almighty,” but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to them.”
Yahweh is the promised name of God, and by Jewish tradition it is so holy that is
should not be voiced. It is spelled “YHWH” without vowels. When Mary stated “holy
is his name” in the
, she was likely referring to God’s name as YHWH.
In Exodus 3:13‐14, we find the meaning of YHWH: “Then Moses said to God, “If I
come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ What shall I say to them?” God said to
Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent
me to you.’”
Also, the English translation of Hebrew word YHWH is “LORD”: “I am the Lord, that
is my name” from Isaiah 42:8.
YHWH. I AM. LORD. Holy is his name! The word holy starts with the letter H. In
YHWH, there are two instances of the 5th letter of the Hebrew alphabet, “H”, or
“hey.” The meaning of the Hebrew letter H (or “hey”) is “Behold.” Also, the number 5
in the Bible is typically symbolic of grace. So, within the holy name of YHWH, we are
reminded twice to “Behold!” the Lord and reminded twice of His sovereign grace.
Now, back to our Hebrew friend, Abraham. When the Lord changed his name, he
added an “H” to it. He did the same for his wife Sarah. It’s almost as if God wanted
this “wanderer” and his wife to “Behold!” the great grace He had bestowed upon
them every time they heard their new name.
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In His great grace, the Lord justified Abraham because of his faith. However, though
God chose to forgive Abraham of his sins based on his faith, God could not just
dismiss the sins because of His holiness. He is holy and righteous and because He is
so, judgment must be brought upon the sins of the world. As we go through our
studies this year, we will learn more about how God handles sin, but for now it’s
important to know that God requires a blood sacrifice to atone for (or cover) one’s
sins. Those covered by the blood sacrifice are set free from the consequences of sin.
Abraham was justified by his faith, but the atonement for his sins would come later
– by someone who also had the Hebrew letter “H” (hey) in His name – YESHUA.
Mary’s baby would be named Yeshua, the Hebrew word for Jesus. Mary’s husband,
Joseph, was told by God to name the baby in her womb Yeshua because the meaning
of Yeshua is the Lord saves. And that is just what he did. His atonement, His sacrifice
saved the people from their sins – including Abraham’s.
In the letter H, we see the intersection of holiness and grace (represented by the 5th
Hebrew letter). We see how Yeshua bridged the gap between holy YHWH and the
Hebrews, and how their new names reflected the righteousness of God that was only
made possible by the atoning sacrifice of Yeshua – “The Lord saves.” Amazing grace!
Today we are going to do three things to continue learning how to magnify God:
1) We’ll continue memorizing our “theme” passage: “And Mary said, “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on
the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is
his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
2) We’ll continue memorizing our verse that teaches us about the importance of
faith and justification: “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.” ‐ Genesis 15:6
3) We’ll place a copy of the following symbol created by Shaan in a folder with
our previous symbols and work on memorizing a verse that teaches us about
the name of Yeshua: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
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Day Six (January 6):
Yesterday, we learned a lot about the importance of names in the Bible. We learned
about the holy name of God, YHWH. We talked more about the renaming of Abram
and how his new name, Abraham, was a reflection of God’s grace. We learned that
Mary’s baby was named by God, and that the name chosen for him, Yeshua (Jesus),
means “The Lord Saves.” Today we’ll learn about another important name in the
Bible, another name chosen by God Himself.
If you’ll remember, after Mary was visited by the angel, she travelled to meet her
cousin Elizabeth, who was also pregnant. The fact the Mary made the trip to visit her
cousin was an act of faith in and of itself. The distance from Nazareth (where Mary
resided) to the hill country of Judah where Elizabeth and her husband, Zecharias,
lived was somewhere between 80‐100 miles. The Bible doesn’t tell us how Mary
travelled to meet Elizabeth. For instance, was she alone or did she travel with a
caravan? Was she on foot or did she ride a donkey? The details are not provided, but
at best it likely took three full days of travel and at worst, probably closer to five.
Additionally, the “hill country” of Judah would have been rocky and more difficult to
travel, especially for someone who was pregnant as Mary was. Such a journey would
have been dangerous in any case, but especially for a young girl travelling alone.
Mary trusted the Lord and demonstrated her courage and desire for confirmation of
God’s plan by ‘aman (faith).
When Mary finally arrived at the house of her cousin, Elizabeth’s baby leapt for joy.
This baby, like Yeshua (Jesus), was foretold by an angel of the Lord. Elizabeth’s
husband, Zechariah, was visited by an angel and was told that Elizabeth would
deliver a son that they must call John. John means “Yahweh is gracious” and the
angel told Zechariah that John would “turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God” and “go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make
ready for the Lord a people prepared” (Luke 1:16‐17).
This John, also known as John the Baptist, is remembered for telling people to
repent of their sins and turn to God as they prepared for the Lord’s coming.
What do you think it means to repent? To repent means “to turn” as in Luke 1:16 we
read that John will “turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.” The
interesting thing about “turning” is that whenever you turn “to” one thing you
likewise have to be turning “from” something else. This is why many people say that
“repentance” and “faith” are two sides of the same coin. If the children of Israel are
turning to the Lord, then it seems logical that they are putting faith in (or trusting)
the Lord. In order to turn to the Lord, they have to be turning away from something
– this “turning away” is a turning away from their sinful and selfish desires.
Repentance isn’t turning from the act of committing sin, nor is it even a willingness
to turn from the act of sin, but rather it is a total change of attitude towards one’s sin
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and God. Becoming repentant means acknowledging how depraved and sinful we
are, acknowledging that our sin is ultimately against God and God alone, and
acknowledging that we need to turn to God and seek His mercy.
Repentance is a miracle, a gift of God’s grace, but not a miracle in which we are
passive. For instance, most of the supernatural healings in the New Testament
happened because the person seeking healing was attempting to do the impossible
in response to a command. This is the response of faith, and this helps us
understand how salvation works.
When Jesus called on people to “repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15), He
understood that the gift of faith and repentance came simultaneously with their
response, giving them both the desire and the power to turn from their old lifestyle
and follow Him. Repentance. Faith. Turning from, turning to. Two sides of the same
coin. All possible because Yahweh is gracious.
Do you remember from Day Four that Abram looked away from himself and trusted
the Lord to keep His promise, and that based upon his faith he was justified? When
he looked away from himself, Abram “turned from” himself in repentance and then
“turned to” the Lord in faith. Are we starting to connect some dots? Fourth clue:
Repentance is necessary for magnifying the Lord. When we turn from ourselves, we
appear smaller as God appears bigger. I hope you’re enjoying putting the pieces
together. Today we’ll do three things:
1) We’ll continue memorizing our verses for the week:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
2) We’ll place a copy of the following symbol Shaan created in our folder. It
represents repentance as the arrow (shaped like a “J” to remind us of Jesus)
is turning from “my way” to God’s way:
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Day Seven (January 7):
Today, we wrap up our first week of Magnificat studies. You may be on
information overload right now with all we have covered this week. The great
thing is that we’ve uncovered all of our clues as to how we can begin magnifying
the Lord, and everything we are going to learn this upcoming year will build
upon and include these clues. So, by the end of the year you are going to be so
familiar with these clues that you will probably be reciting them in your sleep!
Let’s review our four clues to see how we can begin magnifying the Lord:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Spending time in God’s Word and becoming familiar with the Scriptures
Having faith in God and trusting His Word
Grasping God’s grace and His faithfulness to keep His promises
Repenting (turning from ourselves and turning towards God)

If we needed to summarize each clue into one word, we could use the following:
Word – Faith – Grace ‐ Repentance
What I’d like to do now is try and put them in the order in how we saw these
clues play out in the story of Abram. Initially, God chose Abram out of a family of
idol‐worshippers to become the father of a multitude of nations. The fact that
God predestined Abram for such an amazing purpose is nothing less than God’s
grace at work. He chose to give Abram something he did not deserve. Let’s put
grace as the first clue, because it is evident in all of the other clues as well.
After God chose Abram in his grace to be the father of the multitudes, He then
spoke to Abram and told him of His promise to bless the earth through him.
God’s word came to Abram.
After Abram became aware of the grace of God through His word, we learned
that he turned away from himself and turned towards God and believed. After
learning of God’s grace through His word, Abram exhibited repentance and faith.
Grace – Word – Repentance – Faith
This is the same order in which we see these clues displayed in Mary’s life. First,
by the grace of God she was chosen to be the mother of Yeshua, Jesus. Secondly,
through His grace God sent an angel to give Mary word of the grace that was
being bestowed upon her. At the angel’s message, Mary asks “How can this be?”
(Luke 1:34) since she was not yet married and had never been with a man. The
angel told Mary that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and cause her to
conceive the Son of God and that no word from God would ever fail (Luke 1:35‐
37). What we see from Mary in Luke 1:38 is the sign of repentance (turning from
herself) and faith (turning to and trusting in God). Mary tells the angel, “I am the
Lord’s servant, may your word be fulfilled”; then hurried to meet her cousin.
While grace began the story of Abram and Mary, it is important to note that
grace can be found in every clue. The grace of God caused them to receive the
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Word, become repentant, and have faith. God’s grace and unmerited favor was
with Abram and Mary every step of the way. Mary realized this and voiced it in
her Magnificat. Our symbol Shaan created for today shows grace as the first clue:

In the symbol above, we see the letter “M” for Magnificat (“my soul magnifies”)
and the four clues we have learned about this week. Each of the four legs of the
M represents a clue – grace, word, repentance, and faith. The “M” can also stand
for “mosaic.” A mosaic is something made up of different things that together
form a pattern. We are going to use the symbols representing these four clues as
pillars of a mosaic we’ll be creating throughout this year. This mosaic, when
finished, will be a piece of art that represents the story told throughout the Bible.
To create the mosaic, you’ll need a piece of white poster board. In the middle of
our mosaic, we’ll place the symbol from Day 1, as it is the symbol that illustrates
our goal for the year – to magnify the Lord. At the top of the mosaic we’ll place
our symbol from Day 4, which represents grace and displays how it permeates
everything. To the far right, we’ll place our symbol from Day 2, which represents
God’s word. At the bottom we’ll place our symbol from Day 6, which represents
repentance, and to the far left we’ll place our symbol from Day 3, which
represents faith.
In order to ensure our mosaic will be completed correctly, the symbol from Day
1 must be exactly in the middle of the posterboard (you’ll need to measure out
the dimensions for accuracy). Additionally, the other four symbols must be in the
exact middle of the edges of the posterboard. Here is how our posterboard
should look after we’ve placed the 5 symbols on the board:

If you’re thinking our mosaic doesn’t look like much for now, remember we have
symbols covering an entire year that we will add to it each day. Tomorrow, we’ll
learn where to place the symbols we have not yet added to the poster board. I
hope you’ve enjoyed the first week of our Magnificat and stick with us until the
end of the year to see the finished mosaic! It will be quite a sight to see!
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Day Eight (January 8):
On Day 5, we talked about one of the names of God, YHWH. Before we study
more about Abraham and his descendants, we should learn about the name that
God used when He called upon Abram. On Day 5 we briefly noted (from Exodus
6:3) that God revealed Himself to Abraham as El Shaddai – God Almighty.
So, what does Almighty mean? The name “Almighty” might be best described
from Scripture itself. In Job 37:23 we learn, “The Almighty – we cannot find him,
he is great in power.” Almighty seems to mean all‐powerful – that God is able to
do anything he wants to do. God seems to want to make sure that Abraham
knows He is in charge and He alone is able to control what happens. Why would
this be such an important point?
Let’s go back to the beginning ‐ not just to the book of Genesis (book of
beginnings) but to the beginning of the book of beginnings. In Genesis 1, we learn
that God created mankind in his own image. In Genesis 2, we learn that the first
man was called Adam and that his helper (wife) was called Eve and they were
commanded not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the
garden of Eden. In Genesis 3, we learn of “The Fall” where both Adam and Eve,
encouraged in their actions by the serpent, ate of the fruit and disobeyed God,
causing sin to enter the world. In Genesis 3:15, the Lord God said to the serpent,
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Satan, the serpent, helped bring a curse (sin) upon Adam and Eve and all their
offspring. Yet, God Almighty promised that from the offspring of Eve would come
one who would crush Satan’s head (or bring man’s deliverance and Satan’s
destruction). That offspring would be Yeshua, Jesus. His death and resurrection
would defeat Satan and deliver salvation for all who believe in Him as Savior.
Back to Adam and Eve. They had a son, Cain. With this son, they had hope that
this “offspring” might be the promised Savior. However, Cain went on to kill his
younger brother, Abel, and hope was lost. They had another son, Seth, who
brought new hope. However, by Genesis 6, mankind had become so wicked that
God determined to wipe out all creation with a flood. But God had promised that
there would be an offspring to destroy Satan. Would God fulfill his promise?
Yes! God provided an ark for one man, Noah, his family, and the animals to keep
offspring alive on the face of the earth (see Genesis 7). The next major promise of
offspring was given to Abraham in Genesis 12. In Genesis 12, we learn that the
offspring of Abraham will be both recipients of God’s blessings as well as
instruments through whom God’s blessings are passed to others. Abraham’s
blessings rested in his ability to have offspring. God Almighty (all powerful)
wants Abraham to realize that He has the power to do whatever He desires. In
His power, He has chosen Abraham, a man from a family of idol‐worshippers and
someone who is seemingly too old to produce any offspring to be THE very one
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to continue the promise He foretold in Genesis 3. The all‐powerful God is still in
control and making the moves to bring about what He previously promised.
He is faithful. He is God Almighty, El Shaddai. Even though we may fail Him and
even though we may not understand His plans, He is working out all things good
for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).
God wanted Abraham to know this. Even though he may not understand, God
wanted Abraham to know He was in control. He was the Almighty and all‐
powerful. This is a vital lesson for Abraham, as we’ll soon discover. Let’s review
our verses from week one, take a look at the symbol Shaan created to represent
today’s lesson, and discover where to place our remaining symbols on the
mosaic:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21

Today’s symbol shows El Shaddai (God Almighty) crushing Satan’s head through
the cross, representing Yeshua (Jesus), our Savior. We’ve included five symbols
on our mosaic. We have three left to include. As we discussed in Day 5, the “H” in
the symbol showed the intersection of holiness and grace. So, let’s take the
symbol from Day 5 and place it underneath the symbol representing “grace,” but
slightly to the left so we can place two symbols underneath “grace” to support it.
The symbol we will put beside Day 5’s symbol is the symbol from Day 7, which
shows grace as the first clue that permeates all the others. Today’s symbol
focuses on God’s word revealed in Genesis 3:25, so we’ll place it slightly above
and to the left of our symbol for the Word. Our mosaic should look like this now:
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Day Nine (January 9):
Yesterday we discussed how God referred to himself as “El Shaddai” – God
Almighty – to Abraham. Would Abraham ever learn to trust that God could do
whatever He wanted in whatever way possible?
We’ve learned that in Genesis 15:6 Abraham exhibited faith. He believed God
when he said that that he would be the father of a multitude of nations. However,
do you remember me telling you that even after Abraham exhibited faith and
was justified he would still mess up again? Before we learn about Abraham’s
misstep, let’s gather some more details about the first sin described in Genesis 3.
Yesterday, we learned that both Adam and Eve sinned against God when they ate
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God had commanded them not to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and they disobeyed. They
sinned. So, how do we define sin?
One of the most common definitions used for sin in the Bible is “to miss the
mark.” Missing the mark can mean a lot of different things. My son, Shaan, is in
first grade and is scored in school based on standards. If he “misses the mark” as
it relates to a standard, it means he did not meet the standard. He fell short of the
expectations. For scholastic items, such as handwriting, math, and reading,
students may be trying their best, but still fail the standards. There is another
area to the report card, though, and that involves conduct. If Shaan were to “miss
the mark” on a conduct item, then I know he simply disobeyed – plain and
simple. He did not follow the rules. This is what happened with the “original sin”
in the Garden of Eden.
The serpent first came to Eve and asked the question,” Did God really say you
must not eat of any tree in the garden?” (Genesis 3:1). Now first of all, that is not
what God said. He only told them not to eat from one tree in the garden. But with
this comment the serpent has started to make Eve begin questioning God’s
motives. She begins to wonder if God really wants the best for them – does God
really love them? In her head she starts to think of what a strict commandment
this is and she responds that God told them they must not eat from the tree in
the middle of the garden or touch it or they would die (Genesis 3:3). Now second
of all, that is not what God said either. He only commanded Adam and Eve not to
eat from the tree of the garden.
So Satan jumps on this opportunity to tell Eve that she will not surely die. He
wants her to think that God is withholding things from her because He doesn’t
really love her. The lie entered her heart. She touched the fruit. She did not die,
so she ate some of the fruit. Then, she gave some to her husband, Adam, as well,
and he also ate. God told them not to eat the fruit, but they did. They missed the
mark by disobeying His standard. While they did not physically die immediately
after eating the fruit, Adam and Eve did enter into spiritual death as the sin
created a distance between themselves and God. They now missed the mark and
stood condemned in front of a holy and righteous God.
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So, we can see how Adam and Eve failed their conduct report. But as we’ll
discover over the next few days, after Abraham was justified by God he sinned
again, but his actions were not quite so blatant. He did not break a “rule” God had
given him. Yet, he still sinned.
Through Abraham, we are going to learn about a different type of sin – sin that
presents itself when we fall short of God’s glory and His righteous standards
(even when we’re trying our best) or when we are aiming at the wrong target
(even if we don’t realize it). Even when it doesn’t seem like we are blatantly
disobeying, there are still ways to “miss the mark” on school report cards. Such is
the same with the report card of God as well. Let’s wrap up today’s lesson by
reviewing our current memory verses, which continue to be relevant to what we
are studying (as we’ll review over the next few days):
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
Let’s look at the symbol Shaan created that reminds us how Satan’s first lie
whispered to Eve caused her to question God’s love and goodness. This mindset
ultimately led Eve to sin against God. This is the same struggle many of us have
when we are tempted by sin – at the heart of most of our sins lies a mindset that
is “missing the mark.” Does God really love you? Yes! A thousand times yes! He
even tells us so in His word: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16). The apple below with the phrase “Does God really
love me?” is what Satans wants you to wonder. If you ever start wondering, turn
to the Bible, God’s Word, and read about His love story to you! Let’s place today’s
symbol to the left of the symbol for God’s word and directly below the symbol
from Day 8 on our mosaic. That concludes today’s lesson; see you tomorrow!
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Day Ten (January 10):
Yesterday we learned about the meaning of sin. Sinning means to “miss the
mark,” which can happen for a variety of reasons. The first sin by Adam and Eve
was a result of transgressing God’s law. God had given them a rule and they did
not follow it. Today, we are going to learn about the sins of Abraham and Sarah,
and we’ll see how they “missed the mark” in a different way.
Do you remember how I told you that when Satan started talking to Eve, she
started questioning if God really loved her? Well, that same line of questioning
entered into the mind of Abraham’s wife. In Genesis 12, God initially told Abram
he would make him the father of many nations. In Genesis 15 God told Abram to
count the stars in the sky and that He would provide for Him just as many
descendants. Abram believed God, and his faith was counted to him as
righteousness in Genesis 15. However, by Genesis 16 Abram still does not have a
child. Abram and his wife are probably wondering what is going on, when Sarai
has this thought….perhaps God did not mean Abram was supposed to have a son
with me? Perhaps the promise is for Abram only and God does not intend for me
to bear him a child? If we look back at all the times Abram was promised to have
a son up until Genesis 16, we’ll notice that Sarai has not been included in that
promise. So, that same questioning of God’s goodness and love that we see in the
Garden of Eden enters into the mind of Sarai.
God does not always give us all the information we think is necessary to follow
Him. In some situations, He may tell us what He is going to do, but not how He is
going to do it. This is the situation Abram and Sarai find themselves in, and Sarai
begins to conclude that perhaps the promise does not include her. Abram and
Sarai have not been able to have a son, so she thinks that maybe the problem is
with her. Sarai thought about what the surrounding men of Canaan did. In those
days, the men of Canaan would often have multiple wives and even sleep with
the female servants of the household (however – these men of Canaan did not
have a relationship with God and consequently, were not living as God intended).
If children were born to the female servants, they often became servants as well,
but occasionally, the head of the household might adopt the child and make it his
own. This seems to be Sarai’s plan as she tells Abram in Genesis 16:2, “See now,
the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid;
perhaps I shall obtain children by her.”
At the end of Genesis 16:2, there is a comment worth noting, “And Abram heeded
the voice of Sarai.” Sarai makes a decision, tells Abram about it, and he follows
her lead. This is the same situation we read about yesterday with Adam and Eve.
Eve made a decision, and influenced her husband into following her lead. Eve
thought that God had something more for them, but was withholding it, so they
should take it immediately. This is the same line of thinking that Sarai had – that
God was withholding the best from them and that it was up to them to set things
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in motion. However, unlike in the situation with Adam and Eve, in the case of
Abram and Sarai, God had not specifically outlined a commandment that they
disobeyed. Abram and Sarai were guilty of trying to accomplish God’s plan in
their own way with their own timing, which is always a bad idea.
So, Abram followed Sarai’s advice and had a baby with her maidservant, Hagar. It
should be noted that in Genesis 2:24 God outlined his intention that man and
wife would become one flesh, so Abram including a baby with a maidservant was
not God’s intention and was certainly set up for failure.
We start to see the failure present itself in Genesis 16:3‐4 where Hagar became
despised in Sarai’s eyes. Sarai was jealous of Hagar. Additionally, in Genesis 16:5
we read about problems between Abram and Sarai. Sarai questions why Abram
ever listened to her plan since he was the one always talking to God and should
have known right from wrong. Abram had no more reason to blame Sarai for his
sin than Adam did for blaming Eve.
That is sin. Missing the mark. Demonstrating less than God’s glory, God’s best.
God desires restored relationships. The “despised” relationship between Sarai
and Hagar misses the mark. The problems within the marriage of Abram and
Sarai misses the mark. Though they did not blatantly disobey a command of God,
in their actions Abram and Sarai did not fully exhibit the glory of God (by
primarily trying to take matters into their own hands) and so, just as Adam and
Eve, they sinned. While they did not transgress a law, they still missed a
standard and failed. They may have been trying their best, but their best was
nothing in comparison to God’s best, so it was doomed to failure.
Our symbol that Shaan created for today depicts “missing the mark.” It’s a bulls‐
eye with a dart thrown that has not even made the board – a clear miss. Whether
it’s a clear miss because we are purposefully disobeying (and aiming at the
wrong target) or a clear miss because we are trying our best but failing (because
we cannot achieve God’s best by ourselves), it’s still a miss. Which means,
repentance (“turning back to God”) better be the foremost of our goals! Let’s
place this symbol above our “repentance” pillar from Day 6, above and slightly to
the right, on our mosaic, as we continue our artwork to magnify the Lord.
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Day Eleven (January 11):
Yesterday we learned that Abram had a baby with his maidservant, Hagar. The
choice of Sarai and Abram to try to and bring about God’s promise with a baby
born outside of their marriage was a sin. Rather than trusting in God’s promises
and God’s timing, they trusted in themselves and were now turned in the wrong
direction again. They needed to repent and turn back to God once more. A
famous man named Martin Luther once wrote, “Our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ…willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” This statement
does not mean that believers will never make any progress in their walk with the
Lord. Instead, Luther meant that in the gospel the purpose of repentance was to
repeatedly tap into the joy of our relationship with Jesus in order to weaken our
need to do anything contrary to God’s heart.
Now, Abram and Sarai did not know about Jesus, since he had not yet been born.
However, the concept of repentance for them is the same concept as for
believers of Christ – they needed to tap into the joy of their relationship with God
in order to weaken their need to do anything contrary to God’s heart.
In Genesis 12, God first made His promise to Abram when he was 75 years old. In
Genesis 15, God reiterated his promise to Abram when he was 85 years old. In
Genesis 16, we read how Sarai still has not produced any offspring for Abram. It
has now been 10 years since the promise was initially given, so Abram and Sarai
take matters into their own hands. Abram has a son with Sarai’s maidservant,
Hagar, when he was 86 years old (Genesis 16:16). This son was named Ishmael.
In Genesis 17:1 we read the following, “When Abram was ninety‐nine years old,
the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully
and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will
greatly increase your numbers.” Abram was now 99 years old. It had been 14
years since Abram had heard from God! Abram last heard from God when he was
85. Then, he sinned and had a child with Sarai’s maidservant the following year
and 13 more years went by before God spoke to him once more. Imagine the
hurt and sadness Abram must have been feeling during those 13 years. He likely
knew in his heart what he had done was wrong and was dealing with all the
broken relationships – the relationships between Hagar and Sarai, Sarai and
himself, and God and himself. That’s what sin does – it damages our relationship
with God and our relationships with others. Thank goodness for God’s grace!
In His grace, God spoke to Abram again when he was 99. Through grace, God’s
word came to Abram once more and reminded him He was God Almighty. Then,
the next thing God says must have cut Abram to the heart: “walk before me
faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant between me and you and
will greatly increase your numbers.” The word “blameless” comes from the
Hebrew word tamin and the root meaning is “sound, wholesome, unimpaired,
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innocent, having integrity.” Abram must know deep down in his heart that he
has not acted with integrity. He knows his judgment and actions were impaired
by his impatience to receive God’s promise. God’s word spoke to Abram and he
saw his sin for what it was.
The next verse gives us a clue that Abram may now be repentant: “Abram fell
facedown.” In the Old Testament, falling facedown is often a sign of humbling
before God. However there is another clue in the passage that lets us know
Abram is turning back to God. In Genesis 17:11‐12 God commands Abram, “You
are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me
and you. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days
old must be circumcised including those born in your household or bought with
money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring.”
So, what does Abram do? Starting with Genesis 17:23 we read, “On that very day
Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought
with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told
him. Abraham was ninety‐nine years old when he was circumcised, and his son
Ishmael was thirteen; Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on
that very day. And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born in
his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.”
Abraham (now renamed as God revealed his new name while discussing the
covenant) had turned back to God and immediately heeded His instructions. To
summarize Martin Luther’s quote we mentioned at the start of this lesson: “All of
life is repentance.” Abraham embodies this phrase, so Shaan has made this
phrase our symbol for today:

As you can probably guess, this symbol will be placed beside our symbol from
yesterday, which reflected “missing the mark” and a need for repentance. What a
mess Abraham was. What a mess we all are! The last words Martin Luther wrote
before he passed away reflect our sad state: “We are beggars. This is true.”
Martin Luther knew we had nothing without the grace and mercy of God
Almighty. How incredible that He freely gives to beggars who repent and turn
back to Him!
One last thing as we wrap up today’s lesson – don’t forget to continue working
on our memory verses (Luke 1:46‐49, Genesis 15:6, Matthew 1:21)!
© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

Day Twelve (January 12):
Yesterday we learned that God promised to make a covenant with Abraham and
his descendants. You may be wondering, what is a covenant? In its simplest
terms, a covenant is a contract or agreement. God has chosen to communicate to
mankind through covenants. In fact, the Bible itself is a covenant document – the
Old and New Testaments are really the Old and New Covenants, as the Latin
word “testament” means covenant.
In the case of Abraham, what was the agreement? Let’s read about the
requirements of the covenant as found in Genesis 17:3‐14: “Abram fell facedown,
and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the
father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be
Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very
fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish
my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of
your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as
a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants
after you; and I will be their God.
Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and
your descendants after you for the generations to come. This is my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every
male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, and it
will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. For the generations to
come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised,
including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner –
those who are not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought
with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be
an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised
in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”
In summary, God agreed to make Abraham the father of many nations and to be
his God and the God of his descendants. He agreed to give him the whole land of
Canaan that would be an everlasting possession to his descendants. In exchange,
God required the males to become circumcised as a sign of the covenant. This is
an interesting request – why would God want the males to become circumcised?
I believe the answer can be tied to the same reason God chose to rename Abram
and Sarai. God wanted Abraham, Sarah, and their descendants to be “set apart”
from the other people in the land. Abraham and Sarah were given new names,
and circumcision was to be an outward sign and reminder to Abraham’s people
that they were the covenant people of God. They were different. They were “set
apart” for blessings and purposes promised by God Almighty. There is a Biblical
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word called sanctification that means to “set apart.” Sanctification from God’s
standpoint means that something is set apart to be in service to Him or to glorify
Him. How were Abraham and his descendants, now set apart for God’s service
and glory, supposed to serve and glorify Him? The clue was in the verse we
looked at yesterday: “walk before me faithfully and be blameless” (from Genesis
17:1). In the Bible, the primary word used for sanctification comes from the
Hebrew word qadash. The meaning of qadash is “to set apart; consecrate.” We
know what it means to set apart, but what does it mean to consecrate? The
definition of consecrate is “to make sacred or holy.”
Let’s put all the pieces together in what we have learned about Abraham’s walk
with God thus far. First, before Abram even knew of God, the Lord predestined
him for a plan or purpose that would glorify Him. Second, Abraham was called by
God (God spoke to him with his word in Genesis 12). Third, Abraham was
justified by God (God counted his belief, or faith, to him as righteousness in
Genesis 15). Fourth, Abraham was sanctified by God (in Genesis 17, Abraham
was commanded to be circumcised as a sign of the covenant where El Shaddai
would be His God and the God of his descendants after him. Abraham was the
father of God’s covenant people, who were set apart for His service to be a holy
people that would bring glory to God). In every aspect of Abraham’s journey
with God, the Lord has been the one causing the actions – God predestined
Abraham, God called Abraham, God justified Abraham, and God sanctified
Abraham.
Yet, we know Abraham was not a passive participant because in order to be
justified by God, he had to have demonstrated faith. Abram believed God, and it
was counted to him as righteousness. Romans 4:11 states, “Circumcision was a
sign that Abraham already had faith and that God had already accepted him and
declared him to be righteous – even before he was circumcised.” God had already
justified Abraham, but circumcision was also a sign of Abraham’s faith. The
sanctification God bestowed upon Abraham with the sign of the covenant
followed Abraham’s demonstration of faith, so let’s place today’s symbol slightly
above and to the right of our symbol for faith:

As with yesterday, don’t forget to continue working on our memory verses (Luke
1:46‐49, Genesis 15:6, Matthew 1:21). Starting with week 3, we’ll introduce
more, so let’s make sure these first three passages are carved in our heart!
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Day Thirteen (January 13):
Yesterday, we discussed the covenant between God and Abraham, as well as the sign
of the covenant. After God laid out the terms of the covenant in Genesis 17:1‐14, God
told Abraham (in Genesis 17:15‐21) that he would have a son by Sarah at the same
time the following year. This is the first time God has spelled out how He will bring
about the promise.
In Genesis 18, the Lord visited Abraham and Sarah overheard the Lord tell Abraham
that she would bring forth a son the following year. At this information, Sarah
laughed, which had been the same response Abraham had exhibited in Genesis 17
when God revealed how He would bring about His plan. God told Abraham to name
their son, Isaac, which means laughter. In Genesis 18 after Sarah laughed, the Lord
asked, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”
Though Abraham and Sarah laughed at the unorthodox, seemingly impossible way
the Lord was delivering His promise of a son, God did it just the same! Nothing is too
hard for the Lord!
This was a lesson God wanted Abraham to grasp as He sanctified him (made him
holy). In order for Abraham to be able to fully glorify God, He had to trust him
wholeheartedly. God had called Abraham, justified him, and in a sense had already
sanctified him (set him apart for a purpose to serve Him) and was still sanctifying
him (making him more holy).
In Genesis 17:1‐2 God had commanded Abraham to walk before him faithfully and
be blameless. Then He would make His covenant between them. We know Abraham
was justified because he had faith, but God had a plan to “test” Abraham so he could
demonstrate God’s sanctifying work in his life. God’s intention was not to leave
Abraham with half‐hearted faith. God intended for Abraham to demonstrate His
glory by obeying Him and trusting him wholeheartedly.
How would God test Abraham? Well, God knew what was closest to his heart – his
son, Isaac. The promised child of the covenant that Abraham and Sarah had waited
for was certainly the most important thing to Abraham. God wanted Abraham to
demonstrate that He loved and trusted him so much that He was willing to risk
everything to obey the Lord. God wanted Abraham to glorify God by demonstrating
wholehearted faith that trusted God to make things right, even if what He was
asking Abraham to do seemed utterly wrong.
So, what would God ask Abraham to do? God asked Abraham to do the hardest thing
imaginable – take his son, his only son, and offer him as a sacrifice to the Lord
(Genesis 22:2). Abraham must be so confused. God has promised to make him the
father of many nations, but how could that be possible if He wants him to sacrifice
his only child? We get a clue into Abraham’s thinking in Hebrews 11:9 when Paul
writes, “Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life
again.” Do you see what has happened? What a change in Abraham’s mindset! When
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God promised Abraham he would have a son, He did not trust God enough to believe
that He could cause Sarah to deliver a baby. Now, Abraham trusted God enough to
believe that He could raise his son from the dead in order to fulfill His promise!
There is clear evidence of sanctification (becoming more holy) demonstrated in this
different mindset.
So, Abraham does the unthinkable. After he receives God’s order, He leaves the next
morning on the journey to offer Isaac as a burnt sacrifice. Just as he is about to take
the knife to sacrifice his own son, and angel of the Lord called out to Abraham and
told him not to lay a hand on Isaac: “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know that
you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son.
Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took
the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son” (Genesis 22:12‐13).
Next, in Genesis 22:15‐18 it states, “Then the angel of the LORD called again to
Abraham from heaven. "This is what the LORD says: Because you have obeyed me
and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear by my own name that I
will certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the
stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the
cities of their enemies. And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will
be blessed‐‐all because you have obeyed me."”
Today’s symbol is a ram, which represents the ram that was sacrificed instead of
Isaac. Abraham named the place where he sacrificed the ram, “Yahweh‐Yireh,”
which means “The Lord will provide.” Did you notice something? Abraham referred
to the name of the Lord as “Yahweh” (Lord) even though God had only revealed
himself to him as “El Shaddai.” Abraham’s reference to Yahweh shows that he not
only sees him as all‐powerful, but also as worthy of being Lord over his life. He is all‐
powerful and all sufficient. The Lord will provide. He did not leave Abraham stuck in
half‐hearted faith, but provided sanctification to allow him to obey in even the most
difficult situation. This is what glorifies God – obedience to His word. There is one,
only one, who fully demonstrated God’s glory. This was His son, Yeshua (Jesus), and
here is what Jesus told his disciples in John 15:10: “When you obey my
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my father’s commandments
and remain in His love.” Trust in the Lord to sanctify you (make you holy). He set
you apart to glorify Him. Trust in the Lord to give you wholehearted faith so you can
glorify Him by your obedience. Today’s symbol will be placed under yesterday’s
symbol. Today we saw Abraham’s faith come full circle as he magnified the Lord!
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Day Fourteen (January 14):
We have covered so much information in the last two weeks! Thank you for your
persistence in this study. I know that we will all benefit from our time in God’s word
since God told us in Isaiah 55:11 that His word always produces fruit. I’d like to take
a minute to review our Bible verses and mosaic before we move on, as we’ll begin
adding some new verses tomorrow:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
If you haven’t already, try to finish memorizing these verses so we can add to them
as we continue our studies. If you are having trouble with the memory verses, try
writing them down and placing them in various spots around the house where you
can see them and meditate on them throughout the day. Let’s also review our
mosaic to make sure we have all the pieces in order before we move on:

Now, I’d like to add to our lesson from yesterday. Yesterday we learned more about
Abraham’s faith. Do you remember from Day 3 when I said that faith was more than
just believing in the existence of something and I quoted James 2:19‐20 – “You
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder.
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?”
Let’s see what the next few verses after that say. James 2:20‐24, “Don’t you
remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see, his faith and his actions worked
together. His actions made his faith complete. And so it happened just as the
Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because
of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. So you see, we are shown to be
right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.”
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The passage above can be very confusing. We learned in Day 3 that the key to being
saved is grace through faith. A Bible verse that confirms this is Ephesians 2:8, “God
saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a
gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of
us can boast about it.” Salvation is a gift from God, and not dependent upon anything
we do. Yet, the verses from James quoted above, it clearly states that “we are shown
to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.” What does this mean?
The key is the passage of James that states, “His actions made his faith complete.”
God in his great grace justified Abram on the basis of faith. As we find out later,
Abram must not have had very much faith at first since he still tried to control things
after he was justified. That’s ok, though, because God is El Shaddai, Almighty, and
will take Abram’s small measure of faith, sanctify him (set him apart and make him
holy), and turn him into “the father of all who believe” (Romans 4:16). How
incredible! Through sanctification, Abraham was becoming obedient to God in all
things, exhibiting “complete” faith (as opposed to the small measure/half‐hearted
faith he showed immediately after justification), and producing actions that
demonstrated he was right with God, and had saving faith.
At the heart of it all, who was in control? YHWH. The Lord. In His great grace before
the foundation of the world, YHWH came up with a plan of redemption for the
world, and it can be summed up in one name, Yeshua (Jesus). The Lord saves. In
Hebrews 12:2, Jesus is referred to as the “author and finisher” of our faith. Jesus, as
God the Son, is both the start and the sustainer of our saving faith, as well as the
finisher of our spiritual journey. “And I am certain that God, who began a good work
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day Jesus Christ
returns.” – Phillipians 1:6
Salvation – by grace, through faith. Faith in Jesus Christ, the author of our faith. This
faith is saving faith, marked by sanctification. Sanctification – by grace, the work of
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ given to us when have faith in him. “And when
you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit,
whom he promised long ago. The Spirit is God's guarantee that he will give us the
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did
this so we would praise and glorify him.” – Ephesians 1:13‐14
Justification. Sanctification. Salvation. Nothing less than the grace of God. Today’s
symbol by Shaan (the gift of the Holy Spirit) will be placed to the right of our symbol
from Day 7, underneath the pillar of grace:

© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

Day Fifteen (January 15):
In yesterday’s lesson we discussed how Abraham was shown to be right with God by
his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar. I’d like to go back to this
moment at the altar and talk about what happened in the moments after Abraham
demonstrated his obedience and saving faith. If you’ll recall in our lesson from Day
13, God provided a ram caught in the thickets that Abraham offered as a sacrifice
instead of his son. This ram was a substitute – it took the place of Isaac on the altar.
This is significant because the story of Abraham and Isaac, particularly the part
concerning the sacrifice, foreshadows another story that is important for you.
Do you remember in Day 13 how I told you that there was only one, Jesus, who was
able to fully glorify God? Jesus fully glorified God because he fully obeyed the Lord
and never sinned, or missed the mark. He was blameless before God.
Do you also remember in Day 5 how we learned how holy God was and that he could
not just dismiss sins because of His holiness? God is righteous and requires
judgment for sin. A blood sacrifice is required to atone for (or cover) one’s sins.
Those covered by the blood sacrifice are set free from the consequences of sin. In
Day 5 we learned that Yeshua (Jesus) means the Lord saves and that His atonement,
His sacrifice, saved people from their sins.
In the Bible, Jesus is often called the Lamb of God. Like the ram in the story of
Abraham and Isaac, he was a substitutionary sacrifice. The ram in the story of
Abraham and Isaac took the place of Isaac on the altar. But the Lamb of God in your
story took the place for you – He took God’s punishment for your sin instead of you!
In Day 13, the angel of the Lord told Abraham he would be blessed in his obedience
because he did not withhold his son, his only son, from God. Because Abraham did
not withhold his only son, his most precious possession, from God, God knew that
Abraham loved Him and trusted Him to fulfill His word. This is significant because
God did not withhold His Son, His only Son, Jesus, for you. Because God sent Jesus to
die a horrible death on the cross for the punishment of sin in the world, we know
that He loves us. We are so important to him that He did not withhold His only Son,
Jesus, from us. Jesus was the only one blameless enough to be able to take the place
for us – the only one who could provide the necessary substitute to clear us from
our sins. “For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes Him will not perish but have eternal life.” – John 3:16
In Genesis 22, God told Abraham to take his son and sacrifice him on a mountain in
the region of Moriah. Many years later, God offered up his own son, Jesus, as a
sacrifice on a mountain in the same region. Jesus was crucified on a cross at a place
called Golgotha (Matthew 27:33‐35), which was a hill in the region of Moriah, the
same region where Isaac offered by Abraham. However, while God stopped
Abraham from actually sacrificing Isaac, He did not stop His own Son, Jesus, from
being crucified. Jesus had to die in order for us to be made right with God.
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But that is not the end of the story! Do you remember in Day 13 how Abraham
reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again? Abraham’s
reasoning was a foreshadowing of what happened to God’s son, Jesus. Jesus died on
the cross for our sins, but three days later he rose again!
Abraham, one of the heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11, placed hope in a
better life after the resurrection (Hebrews 11:35) and earned a good reputation
because of his faith, but did not receive all that God had promised (Hebrews 11:39).
He did not receive all that was promised because God had something better in mind,
so that Abraham and the other heroes of faith would not reach perfection (or,
complete sanctification – holiness) without you.
Jesus rose from the dead; He was resurrected. He was resurrected, and at His second
coming, those who believe in Him will be resurrected as well. “For as in Adam all
die; so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn, Christ the firstfruits; then,
when he comes, those who belong to him.” – 1 Corinthians 15:22‐23.
Remember yesterday how we learned that Jesus is the author and finisher of faith
for those who believe in Him? Well, He is in charge of a special book (the Lamb’s
book of life), and at His second coming, He is going to read it. Only those who have
faith in Him will have their names written in the book. Only those who have faith in
in Him will receive eternal life. Jesus is the only one who could be responsible for
this book since He alone is the Lamb – the substitute sacrifice for you and me.
Revelation 13:8 refers to the Book of Life – the book that belongs to the Lamb that
was slaughtered. Revelation 21:27 talks about the New Jerusalem that will exist
when Christ returns, and states that “nothing evil will be allowed to enter…but only
those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.”
What great grace God has given us through His Son, Jesus! Because of Him, we can
be justified (made right with God), sanctified (made holy), and glorified (manifest
God’s character and serve Him eternally). All because of God’s grace. Let’s place
today’s symbol, the Lamb’s book of Life, to the left of our other symbols for grace:

Let’s add John 3:16 to our memory verses. A final thought – did Abraham have any
idea of what was coming many years after him? Could he have believed in the
promise (Jesus) to come? Jesus himself lets us know that Abraham knew more of the
significance of resurrection than we may have realized when he stated in John 8:56:
“Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and
was glad.” Abraham’s soul magnified the Lord; his spirit rejoiced in God His Savior!
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Day Sixteen (January 16):
So far, we have seen how the four clues on how to magnify the Lord were displayed
in Abraham’s life. Abraham, as the “father of those who believe” (Romans 4:11)
experienced God’s grace, His word, repentance, and faith in his journey to magnify
the Lord. What happened after Abraham?
You may already have an idea that Abraham’s son, Isaac, was covered in God’s grace.
In Genesis 17:19 God told Abraham that he would have a son, Isaac, and that God
would establish a covenant with Isaac as an everlasting covenant for his
descendants after him. God told Abraham all of this before Isaac was even born!
Clearly, God had a hand on Abraham’s son, and a plan for his life, even before he
entered the world! How incredible is our God, El‐Shaddai!
Additionally, Isaac was covered in God’s grace throughout God’s testing of Abraham.
Isaac’s life was spared by God when the Lord provided the ram as a substitute, and
through God’s grace, Isaac’s role in the testing was meant to foreshadow the
purpose of the coming Messiah. It’s interesting Isaac was probably a young adult at
the time of the incident on Mount Moriah. The Scriptures tell us he was old enough
to go on a three‐day journey with his father, and old enough to carry the wood up
the mountain. The Hebrew word, na’ar (meaning “lad”), which was used to describe
Isaac at the time of Abraham’s testing was also used to describe Joseph when he was
both seventeen and thirty years of age, respectively. So, all of that to say, Isaac was
old enough to understand what was going on, and probably old enough to decide
whether or not he should obey his father. It’s possible that Isaac and Jesus were of
similar ages at the time of the respective sacrifices at Mount Moriah.
So, we have seen God’s hand and God’s grace on Isaac. We’ve even caught glimpses
that Isaac was obeying God through obedience to his earthly father, Abraham, in
trusting that the God of his father would provide for them. This is not surprising
since in Genesis 18:19 God declares that he had chosen Abraham to direct his
children and his household to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and
just. God had chosen Abraham to direct Isaac in His ways, and it appeared that Isaac
was indeed learning from Abraham.
At this point, Isaac appears to have God’s grace apparent all throughout His life, but
Isaac has not directly heard from God yet. He has heard all about God, but he hasn’t
personally heard from God – he has not experienced God’s living Word yet.
So Isaac is going through life acting as his father Abraham did. In Genesis 12,
Abraham went to Egypt during a time of famine and was subsequently blessed by
God. A famine had again entered the land, so Isaac was preparing to do the same as
his father before him. He was preparing to go to Egypt. The plan makes perfect
sense to Isaac until Isaac hears God’s Word:
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“A severe famine now struck the land, as had happened before in Abraham's time. So
Isaac moved to Gerar, where Abimelech, king of the Philistines, lived. The LORD
appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt, but do as I tell you. Live here as
a foreigner in this land, and I will be with you and bless you. I hereby confirm that I
will give all these lands to you and your descendants, just as I solemnly promised
Abraham, your father.” – Genesis 26:1‐3
This is the first time Isaac has heard God’s word, and I can imagine that it was not
what he was expecting. Isaac was planning on doing exactly as his father had done
since God had blessed Abraham’s journey to Egypt during a time of famine, but God
stops him and tells him he has a different plan and purpose for Isaac. God is teaching
Isaac the same lesson He taught Abraham – that He is El Shaddai, all‐powerful.
Abraham had trouble trusting and waiting on God’s timing when He was told of
God’s promises. Isaac on the other hand, seems to be trying his best to do what
would be pleasing to God when God shows up and tells him to do as He commands.
God is showing Isaac that He deals with people relationally and that obedience to
Him may entail different actions and look differently from person to person. God
blessed Abraham when he went. God intends to bless Isaac if he stays.
Our symbol for today represents God’s word that came to Isaac telling him to stop
his plans. Shaan created a road through the desert heading towards a sign that reads
“Egypt.” Yet, on the way, there is a stop sign, representing God telling Isaac not to
proceed to Egypt, but to do as He tells him. Isaac has finally heard God’s word for
himself. No longer is making decisions based upon what He thinks God’s will would
be – now He knows. What will he choose to do? We’ll learn more about Isaac’s
choice in the days to come. Let’s wrap up today by placing this symbol beside our
other symbols for God’s word on our mosaic.
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Day Seventeen (January 17):
Isaac has now heard directly from God and knows His will. What will Isaac choose to
do? In Genesis 26:6 it is written, “So Isaac stayed in Gerar.” Gerar was the land of the
Philistines, and Isaac had journeyed there as he prepared to head to Egypt. The Lord
told him to “live here as a foreigner in this land” and that is what Isaac chose to do.
Rather than heading to Egypt and doing things his way, Isaac demonstrated those
two sides of the same coin we have been learning about – repentance and faith –
when he turned to God.
However, as we learned when studying about his father, Abraham, “all of life is
repentance.” Isaac has not chosen to head to Egypt, but it doesn’t mean that God is
anywhere close to finished with him yet. Isaac will again and again need to show
repentance and turn back to God, just as we all do, in the journey for sanctification
(becoming holy as God transforms our hearts). We are going to see Isaac’s need for
repentance immediately after he obeys God’s word by staying in Gerar. Genesis 26:7‐
10 states the following:
““When the men who lived there asked Isaac about his wife, Rebekah, he said, "She
is my sister." He was afraid to say, "She is my wife." He thought, "They will kill me to
get her, because she is so beautiful." But some time later, Abimelech, king of the
Philistines, looked out his window and saw Isaac caressing Rebekah. Immediately,
Abimelech called for Isaac and exclaimed, "She is obviously your wife! Why did you
say, 'She is my sister'?" "Because I was afraid someone would kill me to get her from
me," Isaac replied.
"How could you do this to us?" Abimelech exclaimed. "One of my people might easily
have taken your wife and slept with her, and you would have made us guilty of great
sin."”
Isaac had trusted God that he was supposed to stay in Gerar through the famine, but
Isaac was not trusting God in the daily decisions of his life. Rather than seeing God
as big enough to protect him in the land of the Philistines, Isaac resorted to
deception because he was afraid.
Do you know what command is given by God more than any other in the Bible? The
most frequent command is not “Obey me” or “Stop sinning” or anything like that –
the instruction given over and over by God, Jesus, the angels, the prophets, and the
apostles is “Do not be afraid.”
Do you remember our symbol from Day 9 that represented the fear Eve felt as she
wondered if God really loved her? She was afraid that deep down, he did not and
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was withholding the best from her and her husband. That’s how the first sin started
– a lie told by Satan, and Eve’s fear that it was true.
Fear is what caused Sarai to suggest Abram have a baby with her maidservant. She
feared she was too old to have a child and she feared God did not mean for her to be
included in the promise. Abram followed through with Sarai’s suggestion because
he was afraid she might be right. Oddly, enough there was another time when
Abram was afraid and acted out of fear that is almost identical to what Isaac’s
current situation. When Abram entered Egypt during the famine of his lifetime, he
told Sarai to lie and say she was his sister instead of his wife. He was afraid the
Egyptians would kill him and take Sarai as a wife (Genesis 12:11‐20).
God, in his power, had preserved Abram and Sarai when they were in Egypt. Their
lies were not necessary and eventually the Egyptian Pharaoh caught them in their
lie, just as the Philistine ruler had caught their son, Isaac, in a similar lie.
Despite their lies, God was faithful to both Abraham and Isaac. He preserved them
both and blessed them both, but he wanted them to know they could not get away
with lying. He wanted them to be caught in the act of deception. He wanted them to
learn that they needed to stop being afraid and acting out of their fears. They needed
to turn from their fears, turn from themselves, and turn back to God. They needed to
repent. Today’s symbol represents Abimelech confronting Isaac to let him know he
has figured out that Rebekah is his wife. God is using Abimelech to point out Isaac’s
fear, his lie, and his need for repentance, so let’s place today’s symbol beside our
other symbols for repentance on the mosaic:

Also, don’t forget to continue working on our four memory verses. The symbols for
each day’s lesson, as well as the list of memory verses, are included at the end of this
document. I suggest printing a copy of the memory verses and keeping them along
with the lessons for daily review and memorization.
I hope you are enjoying learning about these Biblical figures and their faith journeys.
Their journeys of faith lasted their entire life – God continued to do a good work in
them throughout their lives as he sought to sanctify them so that they could magnify
the Lord. May it be the same with each of us!
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Day Eighteen (January 18):
Isaac showed faith in God when he stayed in Gerar through the famine as the Lord
commanded. However, like his father Abraham, we see that Isaac has only
demonstrated a small measure of faith this far in the story, as his first move after
obeying God’s command was to take matters into his own hands through deception.
In Genesis 26:2‐5 God spoke to Isaac and entered into a covenant with Isaac by
means of reaffirming the covenant He had made with his father, Abraham. The
covenant including giving Isaac and his descendants “all these lands” in which he
was to sojourn as a foreigner, the lands of the Philistines.
However, God’s intention was not just to provide Isaac and his descendants land and
blessings, but to also to be God to them (as he had stated in the covenant to
Abraham) and to work on their hearts. God’s means of providing Isaac with the
lands currently held by the Philistines would be a journey that would strengthen
Isaac’s faith and sanctify him as well.
On the surface, it appears that Isaac was met with little opposition. He deceived
Abimelech, and immediately after deceiving Abimelech, Isaac harvested a plentiful
crop in Gerar during a time of famine. Genesis 26:12‐14 states, “Now Isaac sowed in
that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the LORD blessed him,
and the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very
wealthy; for he had possessions of flocks and herds and a great household, so that
the Philistines envied him.”
Then Genesis 26:15 says something interesting, “Now all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father, the Philistines stopped up by
filling them with earth.” What does this mean?
In the Isaac’s time, digging a well was a symbol of taking ownership of a piece of
land. Wells allowed people to dwell in the land and sustain their herds. By filling in
the wells, the Philistines were letting Isaac know that they did not recognize
Abraham’s claim to the land. Since the incident with Abimelech, has Isaac learned
anything? Will he stay turned to God or try to take matters into his own hands?
It appears that Isaac had indeed turned back to God and implemented a strategy
that directed his sojourn in Gerar. Isaac refused to stay where there was conflict and
hostility. God had promised Isaac would inherit the land, and Isaac seemed content
to allow God to work out the promise in his own time. Isaac re‐opened the wells dug
by his father, and dug new wells as well. If a well produced water, and the Philistines
did not dispute the use of the well, Isaac was inclined to stay at the well. If, however,
the use of the well was disputed, Isaac moved on to another location in Gerar. For
instance, in the valley of Gerar Isaac dug a well that produced “living water”
(running water, not simply water that was contained) that was disputed, so he
moved on. Another well was dug that was also disputed, so Isaac moved yet again
until a well was dug that finally was undisputed.

© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

Isaac may not have realized it at first, but these disputes over the wells were being
used by God to direct him to the land of promise. In my opinion, Isaac starts to piece
everything together when he reaches the undisputed well. Having reached a place
where there was abundant water and no hostility, one would expect him to dwell
there, but instead Genesis 26:23 states, “Then he went up from there to Beersheba.”
Until now, it appears circumstances had been driving most of Isaac’s decisions, but
now something deeper appears to be shaping Isaac’s thinking. Beersheba was the
first place that Abraham had taken Isaac after the sacrifice on Mount Moriah. Isaac
seems to be recognizing that, through all the disputes over the wells, God had been
leading him back to the land of promise, the land where Abraham had walked in
fellowship with God. God seems to confirm Isaac’s decision when he appears to him
for the second time, “And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am
the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and
multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abraham.” (Genesis 26:24)
Now isn’t that interesting? This is the first time God has spoken to Isaac since he
initially told him to sojourn in Gerar (and since Isaac was deceptive because he was
afraid) and God commands, “Do not fear, for I am with you.”
Isaac’s response is important. Previously, Isaac relied upon knowledge of God’s will
based on circumstances – if there was opposition, he moved, if there was no
opposition, he stayed. Yet, Genesis 26:25 reverses the order and shows Isaac
building an altar, then worshipping, then pitching a tent, then lastly digging a well:
“So he built an altar there, and called upon the name of the Lord, and pitched his
tent there; and there Isaac’s servants dug a well.”
Isaac has learned a great lesson in faith through God’s process of refining him and
his thinking. The place for God’s people is the place of God’s presence – we are
meant to abide where there is fellowship with God. If we dwell in God’s presence, we
can be assured of God’s provision for our needs.
Let’s place today’s symbol next to our other symbols for faith as the picture of the
well reminds us of how Isaac heard God’s word, repented of taking matters into his
own hands, and walked with God faithfully until He led him back to the land of
promise. May it be a reminder to us of the importance of daily fellowship with God –
the place for God’s people is the place of God’s presence. In the place of God’s
presence we have no reason to fear, for God is with us.
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Day Nineteen (January 19):
We have seen how God led Isaac to the land he promised. Now, it’s time to see how
God fulfills His promise to give Isaac heirs so his descendants could be blessed in the
land. On day 17, we learned that Isaac had a wife named Rebekah. How the Lord
delivered Rebekah to Isaac is a glorious picture of God’s grace. Abraham chose his
oldest servant to travel from the land of Canaan to meet some of his relatives in
order to find a wife for Isaac.
The servant’s actions show how Abraham had directed all of his household (not just
his family, but also servants) to obey the Lord. When the servant arrived in the town
of Abraham’s brother, Nahor, he prayed to the Lord:
““O Lord, God of my master, Abraham,” he prayed. “Please give me success today,
and show unfailing love to my master, Abraham. See, I am standing here beside this
spring, and the young women of the town are coming out to draw water. This is my
request. I will ask one of them, ‘Please give me a drink from your jug.’ If she says,
‘Yes, have a drink, and I will water your camels, too!’— let her be the one you have
selected as Isaac’s wife. This is how I will know that you have shown unfailing love
to my master.”
Before he had finished praying, he saw a young woman named Rebekah coming out
with her water jug on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel, who was the
son of Abraham’s brother Nahor and his wife, Milcah. Rebekah was very beautiful
and old enough to be married, but she was still a virgin. She went down to the
spring, filled her jug, and came up again. Running over to her, the servant said,
“Please give me a little drink of water from your jug.”
“Yes, my lord,” she answered, “have a drink.” And she quickly lowered her jug from
her shoulder and gave him a drink. When she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll
draw water for your camels, too, until they have had enough to drink.” So she
quickly emptied her jug into the watering trough and ran back to the well to draw
water for all his camels.
The servant watched her in silence, wondering whether or not the Lord had given
him success in his mission. Then at last, when the camels had finished drinking, he
took out a gold ring for her nose and two large gold bracelets for her wrists. “Whose
daughter are you?” he asked. “And please tell me, would your father have any room
to put us up for the night?”
“I am the daughter of Bethuel,” she replied. “My grandparents are Nahor and Milcah.
Yes, we have plenty of straw and feed for the camels, and we have room for guests.”
The man bowed low and worshiped the Lord. “Praise the Lord, the God of my
master, Abraham,” he said. “The Lord has shown unfailing love and faithfulness to
my master, for he has led me straight to my master’s relatives.””– Genesis 24:12‐26
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Rebekah was the answer to the servant’s prayers. God led her to offer water not
only to Abraham’s servant, but to the camels as well. In his grace, God chose
Rebekah to be the woman who would carry on the chosen line of Abraham’s
descendants. Rebekah travelled with the servant back to Isaac, and became his wife.
Then something strange happens. Isaac and Rebekah try to have children, but they
cannot. God has appointed Rebekah to be Isaac’s bride, and yet she is unable to
produce a child to carry on the promise. Does this story sound familiar? Does it
remind you of the problem Abraham and Sarah had when trying to have children?
Would Isaac follow in his father’s footsteps and try to take matters into his own
hands to bring about the promise, or had he learned anything from his father’s
mistakes? Let’s see what the Bible says: “Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of his
wife, because she was unable to have children. The Lord answered Isaac’s prayer,
and Rebekah became pregnant with twins.” – Genesis 25:21
Abraham’s servant prayed to the Lord, and He provided an answer before the man
had even finished praying. Isaac pleaded with the Lord, and He answered his prayer
in double portion. Rebekah was not only pregnant with one child, but two.
God had showered his grace upon Abraham’s servant, Isaac, and Isaac’s wife,
Rebekah. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of pregnant Rebekah beside a camel)
next to our other symbols for God’s grace. Don’t forget those memory verses!

• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
• “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” – John
3:16
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Day Twenty (January 20):
We have seen God’s grace bestowed upon Isaac and Rebekah as the Lord answered
Isaac’s prayer by allowing Rebekah to become pregnant with twins. Now let’s see
God’s word enter their lives and show them the plans He has for their descendants.
Genesis 25:22‐23 states, “But the two children struggled with each other in her
womb. So she went to ask the LORD about it. "Why is this happening to me?" she
asked. And the LORD told her, "The sons in your womb will become two nations.
From the very beginning, the two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger
than the other; and your older son will serve your younger son."
It’s interesting to me that God speaks directly to Rebekah and tells her what will
happen to the boys. Isaac had prayed that God will help Rebekah conceive, and the
Lord answered His prayer. But at this point in Scripture (Genesis 25) God has not
directly spoken to Isaac yet. It is not until Genesis 26 that God reaffirms Abraham’s
covenant with Isaac. So, it appears that Rebekah may have been the first of the two
of them to hear God’s word. Rebekah is the first woman we see in Scripture that
appears to actively be seeking God and asking for an explanation of her condition.
Isaac grew up and was led in a household by Abraham, the father of all who believe.
He certainly had heard stories of God’s faithfulness and had seen God’s provision
first‐hand. Yet, Rebekah, had not been brought up in a household that sought the
Lord. There is Biblical evidence to suggest that her father, Nahor, worshipped an
idol as his father, Terah (who was also Abraham’s father) had done. Genesis 31:53
and Joshua 24:2 are two verses that suggest Nahor worshipped something besides
the one true God that had revealed Himself to Abraham.
Rebekah was the daughter of Abraham’s brother, but God had not made a covenant
with Abraham’s brothers. So, Rebekah must have learned of God only from her
husband, Isaac, and his father Abraham. She must be actively seeking Him here, and
in a way, I wonder if God rewarded Rebekah for calling on Him directly. Jeremiah
29:13 states, “If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” I think Rebekah
was looking for God, and He made His word known to her.
Was God’s word accurate? Yes indeed! Genesis 25:24‐26 reveals, “And when the
time came to give birth, Rebekah discovered that she did indeed have twins! The
first one was very red at birth and covered with thick hair like a fur coat. So they
named him Esau. Then the other twin was born with his hand grasping Esau's heel.
So they named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when the twins were born.”
So now we have seen the first portion of God’s word come true – Rebekah delivered
twins, and the younger twin was even born with his hand grasping the older’s heel!
Obviously, the rivalry between the brothers was present even at birth! But how
would the older son end up serving the younger son?
Genesis 25:29‐34 provides us the start of the story:
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“One day when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau arrived home from the
wilderness exhausted and hungry. Esau said to Jacob, "I'm starved! Give me some of
that red stew!" (This is how Esau got his other name, Edom, which means "red.")
"All right," Jacob replied, "but trade me your rights as the firstborn son." "Look, I'm
dying of starvation!" said Esau. "What good is my birthright to me now?" But Jacob
said, "First you must swear that your birthright is mine." So Esau swore an oath,
thereby selling all his rights as the firstborn to his brother, Jacob. Then Jacob gave
Esau some bread and lentil stew. Esau ate the meal, then got up and left. He showed
contempt for his rights as the firstborn.”
In Isaac’s time, the birthright was a very important and sacred thing, which
belonged to the firstborn. The firstborn would receive a chief portion of the family’s
inheritance as well as the family name and titles. The birthright was also a spiritual
position in ancient times, and in the case of the people of God, God would lead the
family through patriarchs, or fathers (Hebrews 1:1‐2). Therefore, when Esau sold
his birthright he was essentially giving up his rights to be the primary realization of
the covenant promise made to his grandfather, Abraham. Esau, as the firstborn,
knew the birthright was his, but he failed to appreciate its value and sacredness. His
attitude towards God and towards his father (by devaluing his birthright) showed a
lack of reverence and respect, and set him up to be in a position where he would
serve his younger brother, who desperately sought to receive the blessings and
promises of God.
Today’s symbol is a picture of two babies, Esau and Jacob, and reflects Jacob
grabbing for Esau’s heel as Esau cries. It is to remind us that God’s word delivered as
He promised, so let’s place the symbol besides our other symbols for God’s word.
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Day Twenty‐One (January 21):
Yesterday we learned how Jacob convinced Esau to sell him his birthright over a pot
of lentil stew. Unfortunately, that was just the beginning for Esau. In addition to
losing his birthright, Esau also lost his blessing as well. Esau made a poor choice by
willingly handing over his birthright, but he was actually tricked into losing his
blessing. First of all, it is important for us to understand the difference between a
birthright and a blessing. As we discussed yesterday, the birthright was the right to
the chief portion of the family’s inheritance. The family blessing was a way to
designate the person who would become head of the extended family when the
father died. Typically, the birthright and the blessing went together and were given
to the firstborn, but there are a couple of places in Scripture when this does not
happen. When Esau handed over his earthly and spiritual inheritance (his
birthright)to Jacob, in some sense he must have thought he could rectify things
when he received his blessing and became head of the family at his father’s death.
Let’s learn a little more about what happened from the pages of God’s word: ““But
Isaac said, “Your brother was here, and he tricked me. He has taken away your
blessing.” Esau exclaimed, “No wonder his name is Jacob, for now he has cheated me
twice. First he took my rights as the firstborn, and now he has stolen my blessing.
Oh, haven’t you saved even one blessing for me?” Isaac said to Esau, “I have made
Jacob your master and have declared that all his brothers will be his servants. I have
guaranteed him an abundance of grain and wine – what is left for me to give you, my
son?” Esau pleaded, “”But do you have only one blessing? Oh my father, bless me,
too!” Then Esau broke down and wept.”” – Genesis 27: 35‐38
It’s easy to feel sorry for Esau in this passage. After all, his brother Jacob tricked
Isaac and stole the blessing intended for Esau. The picture of Esau weeping when he
realizes he is helpless and unable to change the course of events causes the reader
to sympathize with him. Is there more to the story? What does the Bible say?
Hebrews 12:16‐17 exhorts, “Make sure that no one is immoral or godless like Esau,
who traded his birthright as the firstborn son for a single meal. You know that
afterward, when he wanted his father’s blessing, he was rejected. It was too late for
repentance, even though he begged with bitter tears.”
Wow! Immoral…godless…too late for repentance? What does all this mean? Does
God ever reject someone who is repentant? Let’s dig a little deeper to uncover the
meaning of the verses above.
Without a doubt God wants us to repent of our wrongdoing. The Bible tells us that
God “is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
(2 Peter 3:9) God would be inconsistent if he rejected someone who was truly
repentant. True repentance is not just feeling sorry for the consequences of one’s
conduct, but also turning from sin and turning to God. The Hebrew word metanoia
(translated to repentance) has two meanings. Both meanings imply a change of
one’s mind – but one definition implies “guilt” (conviction that turns one away from
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sin and towards God since it changes the person’s mind about their standing before
a holy God) while the other definition simply means a “reversal of a decision.” Esau’s
“repentance” seems to be a reversal of decision. He saw the value of what he gave
away and wished to reverse the decision to claim the inheritance and blessings of
the firstborn. When he learned the loss could not be reversed, he wept bitter tears.
It seems that Esau's "tears" were not shed over his sinfulness, but over his material
loss when he realized that he had forfeited something that could not be recovered.
There is no evidence that he repented from his wrong course and turned to God. In
fact, Genesis 27:41 shows quite the opposite, “From that time on, Esau hated Jacob
because their father had given Jacob the blessing. And Esau began to scheme: “I will
soon be mourning my father’s death. The I will kill my brother, Jacob.”
If Esau had shown that he was truly repentant, God would have certainly forgiven
him; but even then Esau would have had to live with the consequences of his poor
choices and behavior. God certainly justifies the repentant sinner who professes
faith in Him and His son, Jesus, but He does not always remove the consequences of
our sin. Abraham and Sarah had to face the consequences of their sin as they dealt
with the broken relationships over Ishmael, who was born out of wedlock. Likewise,
Esau (even if repentant) would have still served his younger brother since God’s
word had already spoken the prophecy. Yet, Esau was not repentant and was forced
to serve his younger brother, but even worse, did not receive God’s forgiveness.
Esau was referred to as immoral and godless and his descendants, the Edomites,
were eventually destroyed. In fact, the focus of the entire book of Obadiah is on
Edom’s destruction as God laid out His judgment on a historically rebellious people.
Today’s symbol (Esau crying over a bowl of stew) reminds us that simply being
sorry for the consequences of our behavior is not enough. Esau wept and was sorry
for the consequences of his sin, but was not truly sorry that he had sinned against
God. He never turned from his wrongdoing and turned to God – and the nation that
arose from him and his descendants was eventually wiped out from the face of the
Earth. It is no small thing to transgress against El Shaddai – may it be a warning to
us all! Today’s symbol will be placed next to our other symbols for repentance – to
remind us of the importance of true repentance and conviction over our sin.
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Day Twenty‐Two (January 22):
Esau had his blessing stolen when Jacob tricked Isaac. Let’s learn how Jacob stole
the blessing from Genesis 27:1‐13: “One day when Isaac was old and turning blind,
he called for Esau, his older son, and said, “My son.” “Yes, Father?” Esau replied. “I
am an old man now,” Isaac said, “and I don’t know when I may die. Take your bow
and a quiver full of arrows, and go out into the open country to hunt some wild
game for me. Prepare my favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. Then I will
pronounce the blessing that belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.”
But Rebekah overheard what Isaac had said to his son Esau. So when Esau left to
hunt for the wild game, she said to her son Jacob, “Listen. I overheard your father
say to Esau, ‘Bring me some wild game and prepare me a delicious meal. Then I will
bless you in the Lord’s presence before I die.’ Now, my son, listen to me. Do exactly
as I tell you. Go out to the flocks, and bring me two fine young goats. I’ll use them to
prepare your father’s favorite dish. Then take the food to your father so he can eat it
and bless you before he dies.”
“But look,” Jacob replied to Rebekah, “my brother, Esau, is a hairy man, and my skin
is smooth. What if my father touches me? He’ll see that I’m trying to trick him, and
then he’ll curse me instead of blessing me.” But his mother replied, “Then let the
curse fall on me, my son! Just do what I tell you. Go out and get the goats for me!””
The idea for deception originated with Jacob’s mother, Rebekah. Remember how
God told Rebekah that her older son would serve the younger son? In her heart,
Rebekah knew Esau was not supposed to receive the blessing. Yet, this is one of
those places in Scripture where we are not given all the details to understand why
Rebekah resorted to trickery. Had she told Isaac about the Lord’s prophecy? Was
Isaac aware that Jacob was the one God had chosen to carry on the family blessing?
If not, why didn’t Rebekah tell him? If so, why was Isaac choosing his favorite son,
Esau, over God’s choice, Jacob?
Unfortunately, this is one of those places where we are not given all the information
to understand Rebekah’s motives. We just know that Rebekah decided to take
matters into her own hands to ensure God’s promise was fulfilled. Where have we
seen this line of thinking before? Remember when Abraham and Sarah decided to
“help” God by ensuring Abraham had a son? That didn’t work out so well for them,
and, as we will see, Rebekah’s plan was not ideal either. It is always best to wait on
God’s timing as He carries out His plans. He calls us to act with integrity and trust
Him fully, and when we walk in half‐hearted faith, we will surely run into problems.
Unfortunately, this is what happened to Rebekah. After she helped Jacob steal Esau’s
blessing, Esau plotted to murder Jacob, as we learned yesterday. Genesis 27:41‐45
states, “But Rebekah heard about Esau’s plans. So she sent for Jacob and told him,
“Listen, Esau is consoling himself by plotting to kill you. So listen carefully, my son.
Get ready and flee to my brother, Laban, in Haran. Stay there with him until your
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brother cools off. When he calms down and forgets what you have done to him, I will
send for you to come back. Why should I lose both of you in one day?””
Rebekah admits she has “lost” Esau, meaning that their relationship has been
destroyed because of the deception. Unfortunately, when she sends Jacob away, she
will “lose” him as well, since Jacob does not return for twenty years. The Bible does
not tell us if Jacob and Rebekah ever meet again – it is quite possible she never saw
Jacob once he left to travel to Haran.
Rebekah had to live with the consequences of her sin and half‐hearted faith. Like
Abraham, did she repent and turn back to God so that He could sanctify her?
Unfortunately this is another area on which Scripture is silent. After Jacob leaves,
Rebekah is not mentioned again until Jacob mentions that she is buried with Isaac.
The fact that God chose Isaac for Rebekah and spoke directly to Rebekah about His
purpose leads me to believe that God completed a good work in her. I feel certain
that she repented of her deception and felt sorrowful for the grief she had brought
upon her family after Jacob left. While Scripture is silent on the “ending” of
Rebekah’s story, we can piece together this much from the beginning: she
demonstrated faith when she left her family to marry Isaac, she called upon the
name of the Lord for answers during her pregnancy, and she had faith that Jacob
was supposed to be the rightful heir to the blessing – so much so, that she tried to
bring about God’s promises in her own way. While Rebekah did not “walk
blamelessly” when she coerced Jacob to deceive Isaac, I do think God was faithful to
her and may have even used the punishment of possibly never seeing Jacob again to
be the very thing to drove her to her knees to ask forgiveness and seek repentance.
Regardless of what the Bible does or does not say, we know this much. Rebekah, in
coercing Jacob to deceive Isaac, sinned and went about obtaining Jacob’s blessing in
the wrong way. Though she did obtain the blessing for Jacob, she unfortunately
reaped the consequences of her actions and had a need for repentance so that she
could turn back to God and trust him whole‐heartedly. Let’s place today’s symbol (a
picture of Rebekah crying as Jacob left for Haran) by our other symbols for
repentance so we remember the importance of the phrase “all of life is repentance.”
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Day Twenty‐Three (January 23):
Isaac had intended to give Esau the blessing of the firstborn, but was tricked by his
wife Rebekah, and Esau’s younger brother Jacob. From the beginning, Isaac had
favored Esau over Jacob. Let’s see what the Bible says, “When the boys grew up,
Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the field, but Jacob was a peaceful man,
living in tents. Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste for game, but Rebekah
loved Jacob.” (Genesis 26:27‐28)
As we noted yesterday, the Bible does not give us all the details surrounding
Rebekah and Jacob’s deception. We know that God told Rebekah that their older
child would serve the younger, but we are not told whether she revealed this
information to Isaac or not. Isaac may or may not have know of God’s prophecy
regarding the twins, but either way he had a favorite son – Esau. Isaac loved Esau
best because he enjoyed eating the meat of the game he hunted. Rebekah loved
Jacob best – but we are not told why. Perhaps she loved Jacob because he stayed by
her side more as the peaceful man, “living in tents.” Perhaps she loved Jacob because
she saw Isaac preferred Esau. Or, perhaps she loved Jacob simply because she knew
he was the one chosen by God to lead the family going forward. Whatever the
reason, each parent had a favorite – and that is never a good thing.
When it came time to hand out the family blessing, Isaac prepared to bestow it upon
Esau. Esau was the firstborn, and Esau was his favorite, so Esau was the planned
recipient of Isaac’s blessing. However, before the twins were even born, God had
foretold that the older son would serve the younger, so Isaac’s plan did not line up
with the will of God. We are not told whether Isaac knew of God’s plan prior to
stolen blessing, but it appears that afterwards Isaac realizes that Jacob is supposed
to be the one carrying on the promised family blessings.
We see the picture of Isaac turning from his plans (repenting) and turning back to
God in faith as he talks with Jacob before he leaves for Haran. Isaac states the
following, “May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that
you may become a company of peoples. May He also give you the blessing of
Abraham, to you and your descendants with you, that you may possess the land of
your sojournings, which God gave to Abraham.” (Genesis 28:3‐4)
Isaac has realized that, despite what he thought and intended, God had chosen Jacob
to be the heir to the Abrahamic covenant. Isaac’s blessing to Jacob reveals Isaac has
faith that God will fulfill his promise through Jacob, even though Jacob is leaving
Canaan, the land promised to Abraham and his descendants. Isaac has faith that God
will cause Jacob to be blessed with many descendants who will possess the land of
promise.
Though Isaac previously blessed Jacob with the “firstborn” blessing when he was
tricked and thought he was blessing Esau, this is the first time Isaac has specifically
blessed Jacob with words that associate him to the Abraham blessing.
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Isaac has repented of his own plans, turned back to God, and now demonstrates
faith in God’s will as he administers the Abraham blessing to his youngest son who
is leaving them.
What a difficult thing that must have been for Isaac to do! Not only does Isaac
experience grief at seeing his firstborn son, his favorite, stripped of the family
blessing, but also Isaac feels the loss as his youngest son, the heir to the family
promises, is sent away because of the broken family relationships. Additionally,
Isaac’s wife Rebekah, has broken his trust through her deception. It must feel as if
everything is falling apart around him. Poor Isaac must surely feel conflicted and
defeated, and yet, at the farewell to Jacob he issues his statement of faith – faith in
God Almighty, faith that God will multiply his descendants through Jacob, and faith
that his descendants, through Jacob, will inherit the land promised to Abraham.
Through the difficult times and the confusing times, God is continuing to grow
Isaac’s faith and sanctify him. Through your hard times and confusing times, God
can grow your faith as well. It is often the most difficult periods of our life that result
in the most sanctification – God makes us most holy when He brings us through
times of testing that strengthen our faith and magnify Him.
Today’s picture is a reflection of Isaac’s faith that God would provide Jacob with the
blessings of Abraham. Though Isaac did not understand God’s choice (of Jacob over
Esau) or God’s ways (since Jacob was leaving the promised land), Isaac still
remained steadfast in his faith of God Almighty. Let’s place today’s symbol next to
our other symbols for faith and add another memory verse to our list: “Now faith is
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” –
Hebrews 11:1
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Day Twenty‐Four (January 24):
Yesterday we learned about Isaac’s faith in giving Jacob the Abrahamic blessing.
Today we’ll see God’s grace abound in the life of Jacob as he leaves the land of
Canaan, the promised land. Let’s start by reading Genesis 28:10‐22:
““Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. When he reached a certain place, he
stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put
it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway
resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the
Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your
descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust
of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to
the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am
with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I
was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it
up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel, though the city
used to be called Luz.
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on
this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I
return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord will be my God and this stone
that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give me I will
give you a tenth.””
Though Jacob is undeserving, though Jacob has lied to his father and cheated his
brother, God in his great grace will fulfill the word he promised to Abraham and
Isaac and continue blessing the family through Jacob.
Though God does not directly speak to Jacob here, he gives him a dream to comfort
and encourage Jacob on his journey. Jacob knows that in leaving Beersheba, the
place where God led his father to reside in the land of Canaan, he is leaving the land
of promise.
Jacob has been made aware of the promises given to Abraham and to his father
Isaac, but up until this point in Scripture, we see no evidence that Jacob has heard
from God Almighty himself. In his grace, God provides Jacob a vision to strengthen
him for the journey and to let him know that His will is going to be accomplished,
despite the fact that Jacob is leaving Canaan.
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The following words spoken by the Lord in the vision must have been immensely
comforting to Jacob: “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I
will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you.”
God, in His grace, gave Jacob a glimpse into His sovereignty. God, in His grace,
provided Jacob with the assurance that He was in control and would not go back on
His word or leave Jacob until he had fulfilled His promise. The amazing thing is that
Jacob was not even looking for God – in fact, his comment was that the Lord was “in
this place and I was not aware of it.”
Many times, grace looks just like that. Grace abounds when we are not looking and
are woefully unaware. Grace abounds in sickness, in sadness, in pain, and in despair.
Grace abounds in confusion, in loneliness, in hopelessness, and in injustice. Even in
the worst – death – grace can abound. Grace was there at the cross – when God’s
son, Jesus, took all the sickness, sadness, pain, despair, confusion, loneliness,
hopelessness, and injustice upon Himself. Grace was there when Jesus was
“despised and rejected‐‐a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.” (Isaiah
53:3). Grace was there when “it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows
that weighed him down” (Isaiah 53:4). Grace was there when “he was pierced for
our rebellion, crushed for our sins.” (Isaiah 53:5).
Are we even aware of the great grace we have been given? It truly is mind‐blowing if
we take the time to stop and think about it. When Jacob realized he had been in
God’s presence, he was taken aback and responded, “How awesome is this place!”
How awesome indeed. Today’s symbol is a picture of the dream God provided Jacob
and serves as a reminder of God’s grace. Let’s place the symbol beside our other
symbols for grace. Don’t forget those memory verses!
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Day Twenty‐Five (January 25):
Jacob has experienced a glimpse of God through his dream. Let’s see what Jacob
does after the dream. “The next morning Jacob got up very early. He took the stone
he had rested his head against, and he set it upright as a memorial pillar. Then he
poured olive oil over it. He named that place Bethel (which means "house of God"),
although it was previously called Luz. Then Jacob made this vow: If God will indeed
be with me and protect me on this journey, and if he will provide me with food and
clothing, and if I return safely to my father's home, then the LORD will certainly be
my God. And this memorial pillar I have set up will become a place for worshiping
God, and I will present to God a tenth of everything he gives me.” (Genesis 28:18‐22)
Jacob has reached the point where He is awed by God and deems him worthy to be
praised, but he is not willing to surrender his life to God yet. He knows about God,
and God, through His grace, is drawing him closer to Himself, but Jacob has yet to
hear from God directly. He has grown up hearing stories about God’s faithfulness
and even heard the Lord’s words to him through the dream, but Jacob probably has
doubts about the dream. His soul is beginning to be stirred by the Lord, but he is
still full of doubts and issues a conditional vow – He will make the Lord his God only
if He will protect him.
Do you remember our new memory verse? It provides us a definition of faith – “Now
faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance in what we do not see”
(Hebrews 11:1). It doesn’t appear that Jacob is demonstrating faith yet – he is not
confident in what he hopes for (protection by God) and will not choose to follow the
Lord unless he has proof from God that He will deliver upon His promises.
What will it take for Jacob to surrender his life to God? What could possibly make
him change his mind about his standing before God and make him realize he is not
the one in the position to call the shots? What will God use to initiate saving faith in
Jacob’s life? Romans 10:17 gives us the answer, “So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ” (New American Standard Translation). Now wait a
minute – I know what you are probably thinking. How could Jacob have
demonstrated faith by hearing the word of Christ? Jesus has not even been born!
Great question! First of all, we need to understand something important about God.
God exists in three persons, known as The Trinity. There is God the Father, God the
Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. So, the word of Christ can accurately be called
the word of God, since Jesus Christ was God the Son. Another translation of the Bible
(American King James Version) states Romans 10:17 as follows, “So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Jacob needed to hear the word of God before he could become repentant and exhibit
saving faith. One last thought before we see how Jacob heard God’s word – it is
important to note that all of the characters of faith in the Old Testament believed in
the promise to come. How were people saved before the coming of Christ since they
couldn’t demonstrate faith in Christ (since Jesus had not been born yet)? They
believed in God’s promise of a Messiah first spoken in Genesis 3:15: “And I will put
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enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” As we learned in day 8, Genesis 3:15
discloses the promise of redemption because someone will crush the head of the
serpent. That someone was Jesus, though the Old Testament characters did not
know him by name; they only knew that there would be a Savior, a Messiah, to
come. The Biblical characters in the Old Testament who demonstrated faith had
faith in all of God’s promises to them, included the prophecy of the coming Messiah.
To recap, how were people saved before the coming of Christ? They believed in the
promise of a Savior to come.
Now back to Jacob – how does he hear God’s word? Jacob has moved to Haran, taken
wives for himself, had children, and attained much wealth. Throughout all of this,
Jacob does not seem to consult God or involved him in his day‐to‐day matters. Then
one day God appears to Jacob, “Then God said to Jacob, "Get ready and move to
Bethel and settle there. Build an altar there to the God who appeared to you when
you fled from your brother, Esau." (Genesis 35:1)
Previously, Jacob had only heard from God in the form of a dream. His doubts about
the Almighty were evident when he made a conditional vow that he would follow
God only if God allowed him to return safely home. Now, God has spoken to Jacob.
God has given Jacob a command. Jacob has heard God’s word – now will he turn to
God in repentance and faith and obey?
God has spoken to Jacob and wants him to make him Lord of his life now – before he
returns to Bethel. God wants Jacob to trust him not just if He delivers him back to
Canaan safely, but simply because He is God, El Shaddai, and Jacob is not.
Tomorrow we will find out how Jacob responds, but for today, we’ll place our
symbol (a picture of Bethel, where God has commanded Jacob to settle) next to our
other symbols for God’s word, since Jacob has now heard God’s word and faces a
decision – will he listen and obey?
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Day Twenty‐Six (January 26):
Jacob has heard God’s word. Now what? Yesterday we learned that faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the word of Christ (or God). Yet, not everyone who hears
God’s word will have faith. In Luke 8:18, Jesus warned, “So pay attention to how you
hear. To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for
those who are not listening, even what they think they understand will be taken
away from them.” In this warning, Jesus is applying the parable of the four soils
from Luke 8:12‐15. In Luke 8:11 Jesus states, “This is the meaning of the parable:
The seed is God's word” and we can see a specific connection between the warning to
“pay attention to how you hear” and the focus on hearing in the parable:
1. “The seeds that fell on the footpath represent those who hear the message,
only to have the devil come and take it away from their hearts and prevent
them from believing and being saved.”
2. “The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who hear the message and
receive it with joy. But since they don't have deep roots, they believe for a
while, then they fall away when they face temptation.”
3. “The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who hear the message,
but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares and riches and
pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into maturity.”
4. “And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good‐hearted
people who hear God's word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge
harvest.”
The point of that parable is that three out of four ways to “hear” result in the word
being “taken away” (meaning three out of four ways that the word is heard do not
result in saving faith). The same parable is also recorded in Matthew, and in
Matthew 13:23 it is written, “The seed that fell on good soil represents those who
truly hear and understand God's word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even
a hundred times as much as had been planted!"
So Jesus warns, “Take care how you hear.” Those who truly hear and understand
God’s word will bear fruit for Him. In Luke 3:8 Jesus commanded that we “produce
fruit in keeping with repentance.” (NIV translation) Another Bible translation (NLT
translation) states it this way, “Prove by the way you live that you have repented of
your sins and turned to God.”
Throughout the next few days, we are going to learn how Jacob heard based on his
response to God’s word. We will be able to tell based on his response if the seed
(God’s word) he received fell on the footpath, the rocky soil, the thorns, or the good
soil. Only seed on the good soil will produce a harvest. Only seed on the good soil
will produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Let’s see how Jacob responded to the
seed, God’s word, he heard.
Genesis 35:2‐4 states the following, “So Jacob told everyone in his household, "Get
rid of all your pagan idols, purify yourselves, and put on clean clothing. We are now

© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

going to Bethel, where I will build an altar to the God who answered my prayers
when I was in distress. He has been with me wherever I have gone." So they gave
Jacob all their pagan idols and earrings, and he buried them under the great tree
near Shechem.”
Right off the bat, we can tell that the seed Jacob received did not fall on the footpath
(and get snatched away by the devil) since he acts upon God’s word and
demonstrates repentance. Jacob turns from himself and turns towards God by
obeying His command to head to Bethel. Additionally, it is important to note that
Jacob directs his household to “purify” themselves, put on clean clothing, and get rid
of all their pagan idols. Jacob has recognized the holiness of God and realizes that he
and his household stands blemished and unholy before righteous God Almighty. His
direction to get rid of the pagan idols signifies that he intends to turn his entire
household away from their false idols and false security and to turn towards the
only true God who is able to save them and sanctify them.
Today’s symbol is a picture of an idol being buried beneath the oak tree in Shechem.
This symbol represents the repentance of Jacob as he turned from himself and his
wordly ways and turned to the holy and righteous God. Let’s also add two more
memory verses to our collection:
1) “Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to
God.” (Matthew 3:8)
2) “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans
10:17)
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Day Twenty‐Seven (January 27):
Jacob exhibited repentance. He commanded his family members to get rid of their
pagan idols and purify themselves. Jacob stated something interesting in Genesis
35:3, “We are now going to Bethel, where I will build an altar to the God who
answered my prayers when I was in distress. He has been with me wherever I have
gone.” Do you wonder what Jacob was talking about when he said God answered his
prayers when he was in distress? To figure out what Jacob is referring to, we’ll have
to back up to Genesis 32. In Genesis 32, Jacob sent messengers to his brother Esau,
the one he had cheated out of a blessing, to let him know he had been staying with
their Uncle Laban, was now married, and had wealth and possessions of his own and
was hoping Esau would be friendly to him. Jacob’s messengers returned with word
that Esau was on his way to meet him – with an army of 400 men!
You can imagine that Jacob is terrified. He has not seen his brother since he left
Beersheba because his brother was intent upon murdering him. Many years had
passed since that day, and Jacob was hopeful that Esau had forgiven him, but with
the news that Esau was bringing an army to meet them, Jacob expected the worst. So
Jacob prayed, “O Lord, please rescue me from the hand of my brother, Esau. I am
afraid that he is coming to attack me, along with my wives and children.” (Genesis
32:11) That evening, after praying to God, Jacob was alone in his camp when a man
came and wrestled with him until daybreak. Genesis 32:25‐30 details the story:
““When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and
wrenched it out of its socket. Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is
breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
“What is your name?” the man asked. He replied, “Jacob.” “Your name will no longer
be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be called Israel, because you
have fought with God and with men and have won.”
“Please tell me your name,” Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my name?” the
man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there. Jacob named the place Peniel (which
means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been
spared.””
In Genesis 35:3 when Jacob states that God answered him when he was in distress
and has been with him wherever he went, he is acknowledging his faith in God.
Here, In Genesis 35:3 we see that Jacob finally believes and trusts in God and
realizes that God has been with him every step of the way.
Jacob also shows his faith when he follows God’s command and heads back to
Canaan. Genesis 35:6‐7 tells us that, “Eventually, Jacob and his household arrived at
Luz (also called Bethel) in Canaan. Jacob built an altar there and named the place El‐
bethel (which means “God of Bethel”), because God had appeared to him there when
he was fleeing from his brother, Esau.” After Jacob’s “stairway” dream he built an
altar to God saying he would be his God if he brought him back safely to Caanan.
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Jacob has not yet made it back to Canaan, but, in following God’s command, he is
showing faith that God will provide and care for him as he already has done.
Do you know what? God certainly did help Jacob arrive back safely to the land of
Canaan. In Genesis 35:9‐10 we learn, “God appeared to him again at Bethel. God
blessed him, saying, "Your name is Jacob, but you will not be called Jacob any longer.
From now on your name will be Israel." So God renamed him Israel.” After arriving
back in Canaan (specifically the land of Bethel in Canaan), God renames Jacob to
Israel. This is similar to Jacob’s wrestling incident with the man who told him he
would be called Israel. If you have not already figured it out, this “man” was most
likely no ordinary man, but an angel of the Lord. In fact, Hosea 12:2‐4 records the
following: “Even in the womb, Jacob struggled with his brother; when he became a
man, he even fought with God. Yes, he wrestled with the angel and won. He wept and
pleaded for a blessing from him. There at Bethel he met God face to face, and God
spoke to him.”
God’s plan to rename Jacob was significant. Israel means “He who struggles with
God” and it should be noted that after his struggle, he won. Another definition for
Israel is “God strives.” The name Israel that God chose for Jacob would be the name
that would eventually be given to the nation of God’s chosen people (Jacob’s
descendants). This name shows how difficult it is to persevere in faith. Jacob’s
journey with God was a struggle. I would also say that Abraham and Isaac’s journeys
were struggles as well. How about Sarah and Rebekah? Was it smooth sailing? Or
was it a struggle to follow God in faith? Jacob’s renaming should remind us that, by
choosing to follow God, we are not guaranteed that our lives will magically become
easy, but we are guaranteed that, in the end, we will win. Just as we are struggling
with God throughout our journeys of faith, God is most assuredly striving for us. Israel
– “He who struggles with God” and yet at the same time “God strives”.
Let’s end today with the perfect Bible verse to sum up our journeys of faith – “For
every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our
faith.” – 1 John 5:4. Add it to our memory list, and place the symbol below next to
our other symbols for faith:
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Day Twenty‐Eight (January 28):
Yesterday we learned about Jacob’s struggle with God, and discovered that having
faith is often a struggle, but God is faithful to strive with us as He sets us apart and
makes us holy for Him. Throughout our struggles, grace is always there if we look
for it. Today we are going to see God’s grace on display as He grows Jacob’s family
into what will eventually be known as the twelve tribes of Israel.
When Jacob left Beersheba, he traveled until he came upon Rebekah’s brother,
Laban. He decided to stay with Laban as he fell in love with Laban’s younger
daughter, Rachel. Jacob told Laban he would work for him seven years if he would
allow him to marry Rachel. Laban agreed to the terms, “So Jacob served seven years
for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for
her.” (Genesis 29:20).
The story continues in Genesis 29:21‐30: “Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my
wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together
all the people of the place and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter
Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. (Laban gave his female servant
Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) And in the morning, behold, it was
Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “It is not so
done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of
this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven
years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter
Rachel to be his wife. (Laban gave his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel
to be her servant.) So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than
Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.”
What a mess! Jacob loved Rachel, and intended to marry her, but Laban tricked him
into first marrying Rachel’s older sister Leah, and then committing to serve him
another seven years for the right to marry Rachel. Not only is this a mess for Jacob,
but it ends up being quite a mess for the sisters, Leah and Rachel, as well. Did you
notice the last line of the Bible verse above – “So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he
loved Rachel more than Leah.”
Where have we seen such favoritism on display before? In the story of Jacob and
Esau, Isaac favored his oldest son, Esau, over Jacob. One would think that Jacob
might be particularly sensitive to displaying favoritism since he grew up facing the
effects of being the one less favored, but such is not the case. As we will see many
times throughout Scripture, when parents do something that is wrong, their
children often justify the same action. This is an important point, because it shows
that what we do matters to the next generation, because children have a natural
tendency to imitate their parents. The first example of this influence is Adam’s
original sin, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death,
so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
Because of Adam’s choice in the Garden of Eden to disobey God’s command,
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everyone now has inherited a nature of rebellion against God. Since we are a
physical part of our ancestors, we inherit their strengths and weaknesses and are
often deeply influenced by the decisions and patterns of their lives. We can see this
influence in Abraham’s family. For instance, we can see a pattern of deception traced
from Abraham (who lied about Sarah being his sister) to Isaac (who lied about
Rebekah being his sister) to Jacob (who lied to Isaac and stole Esau’s blessing).
Is that the end of the story? Are we cursed by the sins of our family? Not at all! Let’s
read what is stated in Romans 5:15: “But there is a great difference between Adam's
sin and God's gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to
many. But even greater is God's wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness to many
through this other man, Jesus Christ.”
Even greater than our sins is God’s great grace! How would God’s grace be on
display in this mess involving Jacob’s family? Let’s see what Genesis 29:31 says,
“When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to have children, but
Rachel could not conceive.”
Isaac chose Esau to receive the family’s blessings, but God chose Jacob. Jacob chose
Rachel to be his wife and the father of his children, but God chose Leah to be the
mother through which the promised Messiah would eventually come. Neither Isaac
nor Jacob consulted God before they made their decisions, and God worked out His
perfect will to overthrow their plans.
Jacob, Leah, and Rachel may have been confused about the turn of events, but
through the mess, God was working out His will and demonstrating His great grace.
Would he forget Rachel? Absolutely not! After Leah had the appropriate portion of
children, Rachel would also be able to conceive, as God would use both Leah and
Jacob to grow Jacob’s family and form the tribes of Israel. Let’s place today’s symbol
(a picture of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel and their questions about how it would all
work for good in the end) besides our other symbols for grace. In the next few days,
we’ll learn more about how God grew Jacob’s family and how, through His grace, the
greatest gift to all mankind (Jesus) would come from Jacob’s family.
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Day Twenty‐Nine (January 29):
Leah felt unloved by her husband, Jacob, but she did not go unnoticed by God. As we
learned yesterday, God enabled her to conceive. Genesis 29:32‐35 states, “So Leah
became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, "The
LORD has noticed my misery, and now my husband will love me." She soon became
pregnant again and gave birth to another son. She named him Simeon, for she said,
"The LORD heard that I was unloved and has given me another son." Then she
became pregnant a third time and gave birth to another son. She named him Levi,
for she said, "Surely this time my husband will feel affection for me, since I have
given him three sons!" Once again Leah became pregnant and gave birth to another
son. She named him Judah, for she said, "Now I will praise the LORD!" And then she
stopped having children.”
Did you notice something? For her first three children, Leah’s response revolved
around her husband’s affections – “now my husband will love me,” “I was unloved,”
“surely this time my husband will feel affection for me.” Yet, with Judah, the fourth
son, Leah’s response is different. When Judah is born, instead of giving him a name
that has something to do with her husband’s affections, Leah gives this fourth son
the name Judah – which means “praise.” With this fourth child, something seems to
have changed in Leah’s heart – she had previously been desiring children to win her
husband’s affections, but with the birth of Judah Leah seems to determine to praise
the Lord for her gift regardless of whether the gift results in Jacob’s affections. What
a sacrifice this must have been – Leah is choosing to praise God despite her hurt!
This reminds me of a Bible verse (Hebrews 13:15) – “Therefore, let us offer through
Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name.”
Leah has learned that there are times when God does not come through in the way
we think He will. In her case, God has provided her children, but her spouse still
does not love her. The children did not fix her hurting heart. When hurt remains and
things don’t seem fixed as they should, God can seem very far away, and praise is the
last thing to naturally spring from our hearts.
Praising God in those times requires personal sacrifice since it takes an act of our
will to lay everything on the altar before a God we don't understand. Choosing to
bring a "sacrifice of praise" is choosing to believe that, even though life is not going
as we think it should, God is still good and can be trusted. When we choose to praise
God during such times, He is honored, and our faith grows deeper.
Leah’s "sacrifice of praise" came from a heart that had been humbled. It rose from a
spirit that chose to honor God in spite of the pain that life was causing. God’s word
reveals that “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take
pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart you, God, will not despise.” (Psalm 51:16‐17)
Leah seems to realize that God has answered her prayers, just not in the way she
was expecting. Leah assumes she has received God’s response, and, though it was
not the response she was hoping for, she will praise Him anyway for His Word. His
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Word may not have been what she was hoping for, but she will praise it regardless.
We know that God’s Word says he will not despise a broken and contrite heart. How
would God handle Leah’s brokenness? How would he redeem her hurt? God had big
plans for Leah. This very child, Judah, over which she chose to praise God in the
midst of her hurt would be the son through which the Messiah would come – the
one that could redeem not only Leah’s hurt but all the hurt and brokenness in the
world. “Let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God” – through
Jesus, through the Messiah, we can offer a continual sacrifice of praise to God.
Whether Leah realized or not, by choosing to praise God for Judah, she was holding
fast to God’s Word. Through Jesus, we can offer a continual sacrifice of praise to God.
In the beginning was the Word (Jesus) and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the
Word (Jesus) was God (John 1:1). Jesus is the Word that became flesh and dwelt
among us and demonstrated the glory of God (John 1:14). Jesus would become flesh
and dwell among us and be called “the Lion from the tribe of Judah” (Revelation
5:5). The Lion from the tribe of Judah descended from Leah’s son, Judah (the son she
named “praise” in the midst of her hurt.)
Leah offered a sacrifice of praise and one day the Word made flesh (Jesus) would
offer his body as a living sacrifice for her and for all of us – the broken, the contrite,
the sinners, the weary. Leah’s name actually means “weary.” Leah, the weary, laid it
all at the altar of God and praised Him through her pain. In Matthew 11:28, the
Word made flesh (Jesus) exhorts, “Come to me all who are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.”
Let’s place today’s symbol beside our other symbols for God’s word as a reminder to
praise Him even when His answers are not what we want to hear, and as a reminder
that He is faithful to give us rest if we lay all our burdens on Jesus.
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Day Thirty (January 30):
Judah was the fourth of six sons born by Leah, and the fourth of twelve sons total
born to Jacob. Not only was Judah the fourth son, but he was the fourth son of
Jacob’s least favorite wife. Judah was not placed in a high priority of birth order
when it came to his spot in the lineup of Jacob’s sons.
Additionally, after Judah was born, God remembered Rachel (Jacob’s favorite wife)
and opened her womb. She bore a son called Joseph, who ended up outshining all of
his ten older brothers and being the favorite son of Jacob.
Yet, Leah got it right when she named Judah “praise.” On his deathbed, Jacob
prophesied over his twelve sons, and he foretold of the coming of Christ through the
line of one son. Jacob did not foretell of the coming of Christ through Joseph, his
favorite son (the oldest son of his favorite wife, Rachel) who walked with God and
lived a life of moral character. Joseph would have been an obvious choice, and yet he
was not chosen. Another obvious choice would have been Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn.
And yet Reuben was also passed over in the family lineup. Instead, Jacob issues the
following blessing in Genesis 49:9‐10:
“Judah, my son, is a young lion that has finished eating its prey. Like a lion he
crouches and lies down; like a lioness‐‐who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not
depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from his descendants, until the coming of the
one to whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will honor.”
Judah seemed an unlikely choice to be the son through whom the Messiah would
come, and yet God’s choice would stand. The prophecy spoken by Jacob in Genesis
(the first book of the Bible) would be reiterated again in Revelation (the last book of
the Bible): “Look, the lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won
the victory” (Revelation 5:5)
God’s word is consistent. God’s word is true. God’s word will be fulfilled.
The phrase “God’s word” means so much more than the words printed on a page.
God loves to communicate with people and has been speaking into the human realm
since the beginning. God speaks through His creation (Psalm 19:1), through
prophecies (Hosea 12:10, Hebrews 1:1), through the Holy Spirit (John 16:13, Acts
16:6), through Scripture (Hebrews 4:12), and through His Son, Jesus Christ (John
14:9).
In Judah’s case, God’s word about him was being spoken through the prophecy of his
father, Jacob. Let’s place today’s symbol next to our other symbols for God’s word.
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Let’s also take a moment to review our mosaic. We’ve added a lot of symbols since
the last time we reviewed it – let’s see how our mosaic is coming together.

Any ideas what we are creating with our mosaic yet? If not, stick with us –
tomorrow will mark the completion of our first month of the
family
devotions and Bible studies. If you can stay with us until the end of the year, you’ll
enjoy seeing what we are going to create as our finished product!
Remember to keep up with those Bible verses – as we are learning throughout this
year, we want to make sure we are hiding these treasures in our heart. Learning
God’s word helps us know how to obey Him – “I have hidden your word in my heart,
that I may not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). That’s such a great verse, let’s add it
to our list as well.
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Day Thirty‐One (January 31):
Yesterday we learned that Judah was the son of Jacob through which the Messiah
would come. If you haven’t noticed by now, God chooses some pretty messed up
people to fulfill His plans. That should be quite an encouragement to you and me,
because we are all messed up! The Bible tells us, “For everyone has sinned; we all
fall short of God’s glorious standard” (Romans 3:23). We are all sinners, and yet God
is able to work through us, the sinners, when we have faith in Him and allow Him to
change our hearts.
Judah was no exception. For starters, do you remember who Jacob’s favorite son
was? Well, Jacob’s favorite son, Joseph, was attacked by his other brothers, who at
first wanted to kill him because of the jealousy they felt over Jacob’s favoritism.
Reuben (the oldest son) convinced the other brothers not to kill him, but to instead
throw him into a cistern (because Reuben secretly planned to come back later and
rescue Joseph). However, one son had the idea to sell Joseph to a band of Ishmaelite
slave traders who were headed down to Egypt (if you’ll remember Ishmael was the
son of Abraham and the Egyptian maid, Hagar). Guess which son decided to make a
profit off the sale of his younger brother? None other than Judah, who led the other
brothers in selling Joseph to the slave traders for twenty pieces of silver.
Things only got worse for Judah as he lied to his daughter‐in‐law, Tamar, and then
propositioned her without realizing who she was (since she was disguised). Tamar
accepted Judah’s proposition, and asked for Judah’s identification seal and cord, as
well as his walking stick. When Tamar became pregnant with twins, she sent a
message to Judah: “The man who owns these things made me pregnant. Look
closely. Whose seal and cord and walking stick are these?” (from Genesis 38:25).
Why on earth would God select Judah to be one of the ancestors of Jesus? He has
made some pretty terrible choices and done some pretty wicked things! Do you
remember what I stated earlier – that God is able to work through sinners who
allow Him to change their hearts? Well, Judah started to have a change of heart after
he received Tamar’s message. He begins to display repentance.
After seeing the items Tamar sent, ““Judah recognized them immediately and said,
“She is more righteous than I am, because I didn’t arrange for her to marry my son
Shelah.” And Judah never slept with Tamar again.” (Genesis 38:26)
Judah recognized his own sinfulness in lying to Tamar and failing to arrange for her
to marry her son Shelah as he had promised. He turned from his wicked ways.
But what about poor Joseph who was led into slavery by Judah’s wicked scheme?
Well, God had his hand on Joseph and allowed him to advance to the second in
command to the Pharaoh in Egypt. There came a great famine, and Joseph’s 10 older
brothers travelled to Egypt to try and buy some food. When they arrived, they were
taken to see Joseph, but they did not recognize him. Joseph gave his brothers food,
and asked them to bring their youngest brother, Benjamin, back with them should
they need food again. When they needed food again, Jacob did not want to allow
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Benjamin to go since he was the only son he thought he had left of his favored wife,
Rachel (Joseph and Benjamin were Rachel’s two sons). Judah stepped forward and
took personal responsibility for Benjamin’s safety.
In Egypt, Joseph attempted to trick the brothers to see if they felt sorrow over what
they had done and he placed a silver cup in Benjamin’s sack before the brothers left.
After they left, he sent a caravan after them and said that the one who had stolen the
silver cup would have to be his slave. At this point, one brother steps forward: “Then
Judah stepped forward and said, “Please, my lord, let your servant say just one word
to you. Please, do not be angry with me, even though you are as powerful as Pharaoh
himself.” (Genesis 44:18) Judah pleads with Joseph in Genesis 44, and finishes with
the following (Genesis 44:30‐34), which reveals a changed heart: “And now, my lord,
I cannot go back to my father without the boy. Our father’s life is bound up in the
boy’s life. If he sees that the boy is not with us, our father will die. We, your servants,
will indeed be responsible for sending that grieving, white‐haired man to his
grave. My lord, I guaranteed to my father that I would take care of the boy. I told
him, ‘If I don’t bring him back to you, I will bear the blame forever.’ “So please, my
lord, let me stay here as a slave instead of the boy, and let the boy return with his
brothers. For how can I return to my father if the boy is not with me? I couldn’t bear
to see the anguish this would cause my father!”
Judah now places his father’s feelings above his own. Rather than showing the self‐
centeredness and selfishness he displayed when he sold Joseph into slavery and
propositioned Tamar, Judah is displaying a repentant heart that has turned from
himself and turned to God Almighty, who changes hearts and allows us display His
character. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of Judah begging Joseph to allow him
to take Benjamin’s place) with our other symbols of repentance.
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Memory verses:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
• “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” – John
3:16
• “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance in what we do
not see.” – Hebrews 11:1
• “Prove by the way that you live that you have repented of your sins and
turned to God.” – Matthew 3:8
• “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” – Romans
10:17
• “For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory
through our faith.” – 1 John 5:4
• “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I may not sin against you.” –
Psalm 119:11
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