: “My Soul Magnifies”
A Year of Devotions and Bible Studies for the Family Seeking to Magnify the Lord
by Cammie and Shaan Sancheti
Day Thirty‐Two (February 1):
Yesterday we left Judah at the part of the story where he was begging Joseph to be
allowed to be a substitute for Benjamin. How would Joseph respond?
Genesis 45:1‐11 tells us that, “Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many
people in the room, and he said to his attendants, "Out, all of you!" So he was alone
with his brothers when he told them who he was. Then he broke down and wept. He
wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and word of it quickly carried to
Pharaoh's palace.
"I am Joseph!" he said to his brothers. "Is my father still alive?" But his brothers
were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in
front of them.
"Please, come closer," he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, "I am
Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don't be upset, and
don't be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me
here ahead of you to preserve your lives. This famine that has ravaged the land for two
years will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. God
has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many
survivors. So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an
adviser to Pharaoh‐‐the manager of his entire palace and the governor of all Egypt.
"Now hurry back to my father and tell him, 'This is what your son Joseph says: God
has made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately!
You can live in the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your
children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own. I will
take care of you there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise
you, your household, and all your animals will starve.'"
Did you hear Joseph’s statement of faith? What remarkable faith he had in God! He
did not immediately rise to his position of authority and wealth in Egypt after he
was sold to the Ishmaelites. Instead, Joseph suffered many very hard years as a
result of his brothers’ choice. After being rejected by his own family members and
sold into slavery, Joseph was later rejected by his boss, Potiphar, who believed a lie
his wife told him about Joseph. Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to act immorally
with her, but Joseph refused and therefore, out of anger, she lied to Potiphar about
Joseph. As a result, Joseph was unjustly imprisoned. While in prison, Joseph
interpreted the dreams of two prisoners. The interpretation meant that one
prisoner would be freed and one would be killed. Joseph told the prisoner who
would be freed to remember him and mention him to Pharaoh so he could be freed
from prison as well. However, the prisoner, once freed, unjustly forgot about Joseph.
So, Joseph had been unjustly sold into slavery by his own brothers, unjustly accused
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by his boss’s wife, unjustly imprisoned for a crime he did not commit, and unjustly
ignored by a prisoner that he helped.
Yet, despite all of this, Joseph held fast to his faith in God and believed that God had a
purpose for it all. During Joseph’s time of suffering, God was working on his heart
and molding him (sanctifying him). Joseph had held the favored position in his
family, and had been pampered by his father. As a result, Joseph needed to learn
some things – such as humility, patience, and how to serve others. Additionally, God
was preparing Joseph to learn how to lead his brothers to repentance, to
demonstrate forgiveness and to remain faithful when tested. Though Joseph did not
realize it at the time, God was molding him while also orchestrating the events that
would lead his brothers back to him at the appropriate time.
Rather than assigning guilt to his brothers whose actions led him into periods of
immense suffering, Joseph chose to ascribe greatness and glory to God. Joseph was
wise enough to recognize that God was in control of it all and that his brothers could
not thwart the plans of El Shaddai. What an incredible testimony of faith.
As Joseph commanded, his family came to reside in Egypt and survived the years of
famine. They continued to multiply in the land of Egypt, and Joseph was reunited
with Jacob once again. After Jacob passed away, his brothers feared that Joseph
would treat them unkindly because of their past transgressions. Joseph, once again,
puts his great faith on display and uses the opportunity to witness to his brothers
with the following remarks (from Genesis 50:19‐21):
“But Joseph replied, "Don't be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? You
intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position
so I could save the lives of many people. No, don't be afraid. I will continue to take
care of you and your children." So he reassured them by speaking kindly to them.”
Let’s place today’s symbol beside our other symbols for faith. What incredible
witnesses we can be when we put our faith in God and trust Him to work out
everything for good, even when we don’t understand how He is doing it. Joseph did
not understand, but he still trusted, and God was faithful to him and his family.
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Day Thirty‐Three (February 2):
We have learned how Joseph forgave Judah and provided a means for his family to
survive the seven years of famine. Because of Joseph, Jacob’s family members moved
from Canaan to Egypt. We’ll soon learn what happens to the sons of Jacob after they
move to Egypt, but for now, let’s revisit one son, Judah.
Judah was the promised son through whose family the Messiah would come. We are
told in the Bible that Judah married the daughter of Shua, a Canaanite. It appears
that Judah and this Canaanite lady may not have parented well as it relates to
rearing their children in the ways of the Lord. We are given these clues:
1. Judah met this Canaanite lady after the incident when he sold Joseph into
slavery. The Bible tells us that, “At that time, Judah left his brothers and went
down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah. There Judah met the
daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and made love to her;
she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Er. She conceived
again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. She gave birth to still
another son and named him Shelah.” (Genesis 38:1‐5). The “At that time” that
begins Genesis 38 immediately follows Genesis 37, which details the story of
Joseph being sold into slavery by his brothers. My guess is that “at that time”
Judah was not repentant and his decisions (such as his choice of a spouse) were
probably made without any consultation from God.
2. Judah’s two oldest sons were wicked. Regarding Er, the Bible tells us in Genesis
38:6‐7, “Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. But Er,
Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to death.”
Regarding Onan, the Bible reveals in Genesis 38:10, “What he did was wicked in
the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to death also.”
3. Judah’s wife is never mentioned by name in the Bible. Often, the faithful are
called by name – for instance, we knew the name of Abraham’s wife, Sarah, and
Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, and Jacob’s wives, Leah and Rachel. I find it telling that
Judah’s wife is never called by name, yet his daughter‐in‐law whom he lied to
and treated immorally is called by her name, Tamar. Though I am simply
guessing here at what the Bible is not telling us, I think it’s possible that this
Canaanite lady did not follow the Lord and therefore, did not assist Judah in
rearing their sons in the ways of the Lord.
Now back to Judah. He has one son left from his Canaanite wife. Surely this must be
the son through which God is going to work to bring about the birth of the Messiah,
Jesus. Let’s see what the Bible tells us about this remaining son, Shelah: “Judah then
said to his daughter‐in‐law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your father’s household until
my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may die too, just like his brothers.” So
Tamar went to live in her father’s household.” (Genesis 38:11)
So, Tamar was married to Er, but he died. Then Judah commanded Er’s brother,
Onan, to perform marital duties with her so she could have children, but Onan
refused and disobeyed. So, he was killed. Poor Tamar has lost her husband, and has
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no children, so Judah promised her when Shelah was older, she could marry him.
However, Judah lied to Tamar and made her an empty promise with no intentions of
marrying Shelah off to Tamar. Would God forget Tamar as Judah had forgotten her?
Absolutely not! God actually used Tamar to bring Judah to repentance when he saw
how immorally he had acted with her. Judah’s remark about Tamar was that “She is
more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.”
Tamar was pregnant with twins from Judah. The Bible states, “When the time came
for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. As she was giving birth, one
of them put out his hand; so the midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist
and said, “This one came out first.” But when he drew back his hand, his brother
came out, and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was named
Perez.” In the New Testament at the beginning of the first gospel (Matthew), the
genealogy of Jesus is given: “This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a
descendant of David and of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the
father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah was the father
of Perez and Zerah (whose mother was Tamar). Perez was the father of Hezron.”
Did you see it? Tamar, the forgotten, was listed in the genealogy of Jesus. One of her
twins, Perez, was an ancestor of the Messiah. After Judah became repentant and
exhibited faith in God (by acknowledging his sins and turning from them), God
began the work of redemption in Judah’s family. God chose redeem Judah’s sin, and
chose one of his sons born through Tamar to be the ancestor of the Messiah.
Where was Judah’s faith shown in this story? First of all, remember that repentance
and faith can be viewed as two sides of the same coin. By demonstrating repentance,
Judah was also turning to God in faith. Another thing to consider is that Tamar, like
Judah’s wife, was probably Canaanite, which meant she grew up worshipping idols.
Yet, this son of Tamar and Judah, Perez, was one of the ancestors of King David, who
was “a man after God’s own heart.” Somewhere along the way, Perez must have
been told of El Shaddai in order to command his family to follow the Lord. I believe
that, after Judah exhibited repentance and turned to God, he also charged his
household to follow after the living God. Whereas before he had run from his family
and God by marrying a Canaanite and indulging in sins of the flesh, after Tamar’s
remark jolts him to the core, Judah seems set on doing the right thing and following
God. I also believe that Tamar, an outsider, may have had faith in God as well, which
is why she mentioned in the geneology of Jesus. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture
of the twins, including Jesus’ ancestor, Perez) next to our other symbols for faith:
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Day Thirty‐Four (February 3):
Two days ago, we studied Genesis 37, which explained how Joseph (and eventually
the his entire family) ended up in Egypt rather than Canaan. Yesterday, we studied
Genesis 38, which detailed the consequences of Judah’s sin. In addition to detailing
Judah’s sin and repentance, if we look carefully we will discover that Genesis 38 also
tells us why the Egyptian sojourn was necessary.
Judah, the son through whom the Messiah would be born, was easily enticed by the
sinfulness in the culture around him. He left his family and befriended a man named
Hirah, who was a Canaanite. Judah easily picked up the Canaanite ways by marrying
a Canaanite woman (whose name is never mentioned, and likely was not a good
influence on Judah), siring two sons who were so wicked that God destroyed them,
and entering into an illicit relationship with his daughter‐in‐law. This is not the first
time in the Bible that members of the family of God have encountered trouble when
they intermingled with the Canaanites. Genesis 26:34‐35 states: “At the age of forty,
Esau married two Hittite wives: Judith, the daughter of Beeri, and Basemath, the
daughter of Elon. But Esau's wives made life miserable for Isaac and Rebekah.” Later
in Genesis when Esau wanted to murder Jacob, one of the reasons Rebekah told
Isaac she wanted Jacob to leave was because she did not want him marrying a
Canaanite girl, as Esau had done. Genesis 27:46 and 28:1 reveals, “Then Rebekah
said to Isaac, "I'm sick and tired of these local Hittite women! I would rather die than
see Jacob marry one of them." So Isaac called for Jacob, blessed him, and said, "You
must not marry any of these Canaanite women.”
Spiritual purity was necessary for the sons of Jacob in order for the purposes of God
to be realized. Something drastic needed to happen to remove the sons of Jacob
from evil influences of the Canaanites, and I believe that the exile in Egypt was God’s
remedy. The Egyptians despised shepherds, and the sons of Jacob were shepherds.
When Joseph told his family to come to Egypt in Genesis 46, he let them know that
they could “live in the region of Goshen because Egyptians despise shepherds”
(Genesis 46:34). Once in Egypt, even if the sons of Jacob wanted to intermingle and
intermarry with the Egyptians, the Egyptians would not even consider such a thing.
The move to Egypt by the sons of Jacob was a gracious act of God not only because it
saved them from starvation, but also because it would keep the sons of Jacob, the
chosen people of God, a separate people. The move to Egypt was part of God’s
sanctification of the sons of Jacob (or sons of Israel, since God had renamed Jacob).
God had sanctified (set apart) the sons of Israel to fulfill his purpose and in
removing them from Canaan for a time he was literally setting them apart in order
to sanctify them (make them holy).
The sons of Israel, the “Israelites,” could not look back upon their ancestry with
feelings of pride. Since the covenant with Abraham, all the ancestors had made some
terrible choices. There was a lot of deception, babies born out of wedlock, jealousy
between family members, plans to murder family members – you name the sin, and
© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

one of the ancestors of Israel had probably displayed it at some point. Israel had no
choice but to acknowledge that whatever good had come to Israel was the result of
grace alone.
Genesis 38 details Judah’s sin and repentance, but also shows God at work bringing
about His purposes through people who have actively pursued sin. God is working
to fulfill His promise to make the descendants of Jacob a great and mighty nation,
even when the descendants have been acting in ways that would only diminish their
numbers. God is working to assure the fulfillment of His promise to provide the
Savior through the descendants of Judah, even when He had to destroy two of
Judah’s descendants because of their wickedness.
God, in His grace, is ultimately growing and maturing the Israelites by causing them
to move to Goshen. The second book after Genesis (the book of beginnings) starts
with the following information, which is detailed in Exodus 1:1‐7: “These are the
names of the sons of Israel (that is, Jacob) who moved to Egypt with their father,
each with his family: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. In all, Jacob had seventy descendants in Egypt, including
Joseph, who was already there. In time, Joseph and all of his brothers died, ending
that entire generation. But their descendants, the Israelites, had many children and
grandchildren. In fact, they multiplied so greatly that they became extremely powerful
and filled the land.”
God, in His grace, has begun to grow the numbers of the Israelites. God, in His grace,
is beginning to fulfill the promise he made to Jacob (Israel) and to his father, Isaac,
and grandfather, Abraham, before him. God, in His grace, was exhibiting His love for
the Israelites. Deuteronomy 7:7 and part of 7:8 reveals the following about the
Israelites: “The LORD did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were
more numerous than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather,
it was simply that the LORD loves you, and he was keeping the oath he had sworn to
your ancestors.”
What an amazing description of the grace bestowed on the sons of Jacob as they
entered the land of Goshen. Let’s place today’s symbol beside our other symbols for
grace. Please remember to keep working on those memory verses!
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Day Thirty‐Five (February 4):
Yesterday we saw God’s grace at work as He orchestrated the Israelites move from
Canaan to Egypt. We learned that the Israelites were rapidly multiplying in Goshen.
However, it’s time to pause and remember God’s Word that was spoken to Abraham.
In Genesis 15, we learned that God confirmed His covenant with Abraham. In
Genesis 15:6 we discovered that Abraham believed the Lord and He counted it to
him as righteousness. All was looking great, and then Abraham fell into a deep sleep
and a terrifying darkness came over him as He heard God’s word, “Then the LORD
said to Abram, "You can be sure that your descendants will be strangers in a foreign
land, where they will be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. But I will punish the
nation that enslaves them, and in the end they will come away with great wealth. (As
for you, you will die in peace and be buried at a ripe old age.) After four generations
your descendants will return here to this land, for the sins of the Amorites do not
yet warrant their destruction" (Genesis 15:13‐16).
We have now reached the point where Abraham’s descendants have left Canaan.
They are multiplying and flourishing, but God’s plan was not for them to
permanently settle in Egypt. Eventually, they were to possess the land of Canaan.
However, unfortunately, God’s Word prophesied to Abraham in Genesis 15 foretold
of dark days where Abraham’s descendants would be oppressed.
Yesterday we wrapped up our reading with Exodus 1:1‐7 where the sons of Jacob
had moved to Goshen and the descendants had multiplied. Let’s see what happens
next. Exodus 1:8‐14 states the following:
“Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. “Look,”
he said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. Come, we
must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war
breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”
So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they
built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the more they were
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the
Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. They made their lives bitter with harsh labor
in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh labor
the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.”
God, in His grace, had caused the Israelites to multiply. However, this growth did not
go unnoticed by the Egyptians. The new king who did not know Joseph began to fear
the numbers of the Israelites. As foretold by God in Genesis 15, the Israelites started
to be oppressed. However, this did not stop them from multiplying as God was still
working to grow Israel into a great nation. The more the Israelites increased in
number, the more the Egyptians hated them and oppressed them.
Throughout the oppression, we continue to see God’s grace follow the Israelites as
He works out ways for them to multiply despite the plans of the Egyptians. For
instance, in Exodus 1:15 the king of Egypt (notice that he was working against God
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and goes unnamed) told two midwives to kill the Hebrew boys that were being
born. We are told that the midwives feared God and did not do such a horrible thing.
The Bible documents the names of the midwives who were faithful – Shiprah and
Puah – and then tells us “God was kind to the midwives and the people increased
and became even more numerous. And because the midwives feared God, he gave
them families of their own” (Exodus 1:20).
The Pharaoh then commanded all the baby boys to be thrown into the Nile River.
Yet, God in His grace provided a mother from the tribe of Levi the insight to place
her baby in a basket in the Nile where the daughter of Pharaoh would see him and
rescue him. This baby would eventually rise to deliver the Israelites from their
oppression in Egypt.
Through all the evil and oppression, God in His grace was working out His good
plan, because the prophecy did not end with the Israelites being oppressed forever.
The prophecy ended with Israelites coming away with great wealth and the nation
that enslaved them being punished.
Yet, before the Israelites returned to Canaan in all their glory, God’s Word revealed
that there would be 400 years of oppression. God’s Word is true and God’s Word
will always come to pass. For the Israelites, the oppression had begun. They must
have thought that God had forgotten them. Rest assured, God never forgets. God’s
Word itself tells us that God was concerned about the Israelites during their
oppression:
“The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because
of their slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning and he remembered his
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites
and was concerned about them” (from Exodus 2:23‐25).
Let’s place today’s symbol beside our other symbols for God’s word as the
oppression now being experienced by the Israelites in Egypt was foretold to
Abraham and showed God’s Word, His prophecy, concerning Abraham’s
descendants coming true.
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Day Thirty‐Six (February 5):
Yesterday I noted that a “baby would eventually rise to deliver the Israelites from
their oppression in Egypt.” This baby was Moses and the details of his rescue are
given in Exodus 2:1‐10. Moses’s mother placed him in a basket by the water where
the daughter of the Pharaoh came to bathe. Moses’s sister stayed nearby and when
she saw that Pharaoh’s daughter intended to save him, she offered to find an
Israelite mother to nurse Moses (Moses’s own mother). Moses was probably nursed
until he was at least three years of age. This gave Moses’s mother enough time to tell
him stories of his ancestors and their God before he went to live with the Egyptians.
In all this, God’s hand was on Moses preparing him for the purpose he would fulfill.
In Exodus 2:11 Moses witnesses an Egyptian beating an Israelite (also called
“Hebrew,” which means “wanderer”) slave. Moses killed the Egyptian, but Pharaoh
got word of what he did and tried to kill Moses. Moses fled to a place called Midian
and settled with a Midian priest who gave Moses his daughter, Zipporah, as his wife.
They had a son, Gershom, which means “stranger in a foreign land.”
Moses left Egypt and started a family in Midian, but his people, the Hebrews (also
strangers in a foreign land) still suffered oppression. In Exodus 3, God visits Moses
in the form of a burning bush and tells him that he intends to rescue the Israelites
and deliver them to their own land. God then commands, “Now go, for I am sending
you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt" (Exodus 3:10).
Moses then protested with God not once, but three times. He then pleaded with God
an additional two times not to send him to Pharaoh before Moses finally agreed to
do as God commanded (see Exodus 3:11‐4:17). Moses finally agrees and is on his
way to do as God commanded when we arrive at one of the most confusing passages
of Scripture, “Then you will tell him, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my
firstborn son. I commanded you, "Let my son go, so he can worship me." But since
you have refused, I will now kill your firstborn son!'" On the way to Egypt, at a place
where Moses and his family had stopped for the night, the LORD confronted him and
was about to kill him. But Moses' wife, Zipporah, took a flint knife and circumcised her
son. She touched his feet with the foreskin and said, "Now you are a bridegroom of
blood to me." (When she said "a bridegroom of blood," she was referring to the
circumcision.) After that, the LORD left him alone.” (Exodus 4:22‐26)
Let’s spend some time on this passage of Scripture because there are many hard
passages in the Bible. God puts the hard passages there for a reason, though, and if
we dig hard enough and earnestly seek Him, He allows insights that we may not
otherwise receive if we just “pass over” them. On first read of this passage, it seems
like the Lord was about to kill Moses, but then Zipporah circumcised their son, and
the Lord left them alone. It seems a little strange that the Lord has spent all this time
preparing Moses to talk to Pharaoh, and when Moses finally agrees and starts the
journey in obedience, the Lord decides to kill him. I think there is more to the story,
and this is one place where it helps to read different Bible translations. There are
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multiple Bible translations, and in some instances the translations can paint
different scenarios depending upon the words used. When a difficult passage is
encountered, it is helpful to read the context surrounding the passage and then read
different translations to see if we can glean additional information.
The surrounding passage to this confusing area where it seems like the Lord wants
to kill Moses tells us about Israel being God’s firstborn son. God tells Moses to let
Pharaoh know that He will kill Pharaoh’s firstborn son since he would not obey him.
It appears “obedience” and “the firstborn son” are key themes. Some translations
explicitly state that the Lord was about to kill Moses, but some translations just say
the Lord was about to kill “him.” I chose a translation that says the Lord confronted
him and was about to kill him, because, based on the context, I believe the “him” was
not Moses, but instead Moses’s son. Apparently, Moses’s son had not been
circumcised. If you remember, God told Abraham that, as part of the sign of the
covenant, he and his male family members were to be circumcised. Moses appears
to be obeying God in faith, but if you will remember, there are two sides to the coin –
faith and repentance. True faith is exhibited only when it’s counterpart, repentance,
is present. Moses married the daughter of a Midian priest who served other gods –
not the God of the Israelites. Once he married Zipporah, Moses apparently did not
obey the command of the one true God to circumcise his firstborn. In Genesis, God
told Abraham that those who were uncircumcised would be “cut off from the
covenant family for breaking my covenant” and so I believe that the Lord sought to
kill Moses’s son as a consequence of Moses’s disobedience.
We are not told that the Lord wants to kill Moses’s son, only that he sought to kill his
son. Thankfully, God’s kindness leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4), and in
preparing to enact his judgment upon Moses’s firstborn, the Lord causes both Moses
and Zipporah to turn to God in repentance and obey his command. My belief is that
Zipporah performed the circumcision while Moses held the boy down, as he would
have been of an age old enough to object to the procedure. I also believe that it is
possible that Zipporah touched not the feet of Moses, but of the representation of the
Lord when she said, “Now you are a bridegroom of blood to me” because after the
circumcision and Zipporah’s remark we are told that “the Lord left him alone.”
This much is certain: Moses and Zipporah were disobedient in refusing to
circumcise Gershom, but did repent (turn back to God) when the circumcision was
finally performed. Let’s put today’s symbol with our other symbols for repentance:
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Day Thirty‐Seven (February 6):
Moses and Zipporah repented and circumcised their son in accordance with God’s
commandment to Abraham and his descendants. Today we are going to examine the
faith of Moses on display, but before we go any further, I want to revisit something
we learned yesterday.
The Bible is an incredible book. All throughout the pages of Scripture God has given
the readers clues about his plan for redemption. There are so many places in God’s
Word where we can see He is pointing back to His Son, Jesus, the Rescuer. Even
before Jesus was born, God foreshadows His birth with clues about what Jesus will
do. God is the ultimate storyteller and if you take the time to diligently study His
word, you will find so many themes woven into the details that point to Jesus.
A passage we studied yesterday reveals a theme that points to the Messiah.
Yesterday I mentioned that I believed it was possible that Zipporah touched not the
feet of Moses, but of the representation of the Lord when she said, “Now you are a
bridegroom of blood to me.” Whether she touched Moses’s feet or the feet of the
Lord, the comment she made is very important as it foreshadows Jesus and His
purpose.
Do you remember earlier this year that I mentioned that a blood sacrifice is
necessary to atone for sins? In Leviticus 17:11 the Lord said, “For the life of a
creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves
on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” A sacrifice occurs
when something precious is offered for a cause. When someone makes atonement,
they are taking care of an offense by satisfying the requirements necessary have
their offense covered. Leviticus 17:11 therefore means that God gave people the
animals’ lives, which were in their blood, to cover the offenses they committed
against Him. Those covered by the blood sacrifice were released from the
consequences of sin.
This is an important concept to understand as its theme (the blood sacrifice) is
found throughout the Bible. In her comment, Zipporah has revealed great insight. If
she placed the blood at Moses’s feet, she may have been trying to cover him with
blood to release him from the consequence of having been disobedient. If she
instead placed the blood at the feet of the Lord, she may have been acknowledging
that she was now “married to him” by making Him her God and offering up the
blood to both atone for her sins and to prove her obedience. Either way, Zipporah
shows through her comment and actions that she has an understanding of the
importance of blood in the role of redemption.
One day in the future, the Messiah would come and would offer his very own blood
to atone for the sins of the people. The many blood sacrifices offered in the Old
Testament foreshadowed the once‐for‐all‐time sacrifice to come so that the
Israelites would remember that, without the blood, there was no forgiveness. The
© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

shedding of blood was a substitutionary act and one day Jesus would substitute his
own body, his own blood, for ours. In Matthew 26:28 while drinking wine with his
disciples Jesus said, “for this is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God
and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many.”
To those who have faith in Him, Jesus refers to himself as their “bridegroom” (see
Mark 2:18‐10). Those who have faith in Jesus Christ, the church, is often referred to
as the bride of Christ. So, Zipporah’s remark, whether directed at her physical
husband Moses or at the spiritual husband, Jesus, is certainly meant to foreshadow
the role of Jesus in God’s story of redemption. Jesus has fulfilled the blood sacrifice
and will be the bridegroom to all who have faith in Him.
Now back to the faith of Moses. After the Lord let Moses’s son go, we read the
following in Exodus 4:27‐31: “The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to
meet Moses.” So he met Moses at the mountain of God and kissed him. Then Moses
told Aaron everything the Lord had sent him to say, and also about all the signs he
had commanded him to perform.
Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites, and Aaron told
them everything the Lord had said to Moses. He also performed the signs before the
people, and they believed. And when they heard that the Lord was concerned about
them and had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.”
Moses had true faith in God after he and Zipporah repented. Additionally in the
passage above we see that Aaron also had faith in the Lord as He followed God’s
orders and helped Moses bring together the elders of the Israelites. Moses followed
God’s orders and was able to perform signs before the people. Additionally, because
of the signs Moses performed in faith, we learn that they Israelites “believed” as
well. Moses had faith, Aaron had faith, and the Israelites had faith. Let’s place today’s
symbol beside our other symbols for faith:

Keep working on those memory verses! It won’t be long until we start adding more
to our list so make sure you are memorizing the ones we’ve already covered.

© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

Day Thirty‐Eight (February 7):
Moses and Aaron had faith in God’s plan, and the Israelites had faith as well. Yet,
things did not seem to work out as they had planned. Let’s read what happened
next, in Exodus 5:1‐2: “After this presentation to Israel’s leaders, Moses and Aaron
went and spoke to Pharaoh. They told him, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: Let my people go so they may hold a festival in my honor in the wilderness.”
“Is that so?” retorted Pharaoh. “And who is the LORD? Why should I listen to him
and let Israel go? I don’t know the LORD, and I will not let Israel go.”
In addition to refusing the request of Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh also commanded
that Israelite slaves had to gather their own straw for the bricks but still continue
producing the same quota as before.
Obviously, the Israelites were upset at the outcome and confronted Moses and
Aaron, telling them that God would judge them for bringing more harm upon then.
Moses then went back to the Lord and protested that He was not doing anything to
rescue the Israelites.
In Exodus 6:1‐11 we find God’s response: “Then the LORD told Moses, “Now you will
see what I will do to Pharaoh. When he feels the force of my strong hand, he will let
the people go. In fact, he will force them to leave his land!”
And God said to Moses, “I am Yahweh—‘the LORD.’ I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob as El‐Shaddai—‘God Almighty’—but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh,
to them. And I reaffirmed my covenant with them. Under its terms, I promised to
give them the land of Canaan, where they were living as foreigners. You can be sure
that I have heard the groans of the people of Israel, who are now slaves to the
Egyptians. And I am well aware of my covenant with them.
“Therefore, say to the people of Israel: ‘I am the LORD. I will free you from your
oppression and will rescue you from your slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a
powerful arm and great acts of judgment. I will claim you as my own people, and I
will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God who has freed
you from your oppression in Egypt. I will bring you into the land I swore to give to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will give it to you as your very own possession. I am the
LORD!’”
So Moses told the people of Israel what the LORD had said, but they refused to listen
anymore. They had become too discouraged by the brutality of their slavery.
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go back to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and tell him to
let the people of Israel leave his country.”
What a magnificent picture of God’s grace on display. God tells Moses that he will
take care of Pharaoh and that he will let the Israelites go. Yet, God doesn’t stop there.
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He also shows great grace to Moses in allowing him to know his name, Yahweh.
Moses’s ancestors had only known of God as El Shaddai – God Almighty, but God was
now gracing Moses with His name – Yahweh – the Lord. Additionally God wanted all
the Israelites to know His name and His plan to rescue them, so He told Moses to tell
them.
Moses does just that, but his words fall on deaf ears. The Israelites, who just two
chapters before (in Exodus 4) had believed now “refused to listen anymore. They
had become too discouraged by the brutality of their slavery.”
Yet, God is His grace, will still execute His plan and rescue them despite the fact that
they refused to listen. God, in His grace, would fight for these people when they
were too discouraged about their surrounding circumstances. God would still
command Moses to go back to Pharaoh and tell him to let the people of Israel leave
Egypt. What great grace. Today’s reading and today’s picture of grace is echoed in
Mary’s
when she says “he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant….for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.”
The Israelites faced an humble estate during their oppression in Egypt, yet, He who
is mighty (El Shaddai) would do great things for them, and holy is his name
(Yahweh).
Praise God for His grace – the grace given to the Israelites, the grace given to Mary,
and the grace given to you and me! Let’s place today’s symbol (Shaan’s depiction of
an Israelite being freed from bondage in Egypt) beside our other symbols for grace:
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Day Thirty‐Nine (February 8):
God, in His, grace was going to free the Israelites from their oppression in Egypt and
give them the land that He promised to their forefathers. God had given His Word to
Abraham, Isaac, and to Jacob that they could possess the land of Canaan. The
promise was first made to Abraham in Genesis 15:18‐21, then confirmed to Isaac in
Genesis 26:3, then confirmed to Jacob in Genesis 28:13. Yesterday, we learned that
in Exodus 6:6‐8 God tells Moses to tell the people of Israel (the descendants of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) that He would bring them into the land sworn to their
forefathers.
Once again, God’s Word speaks and once again it tells of the same promise that He
would fulfill. We learned that God’s Word also spoke of the oppression of the
Israelites, and we can see how His word was fulfilled through the slavery in Egypt.
Now, the Israelites are close to being freed, but God has more to say in how He will
bring their freedom to pass:
“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pay close attention to this. I will make you seem like
God to Pharaoh, and your brother, Aaron, will be your prophet. Tell Aaron
everything I command you, and Aaron must command Pharaoh to let the people of
Israel leave his country. But I will make Pharaoh’s heart stubborn so I can multiply
my miraculous signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. Even then Pharaoh will
refuse to listen to you. So I will bring down my fist on Egypt. Then I will rescue my
forces – my people, the Israelites – from the land of Egypt with great acts of
judgment. When I raise my powerful hand and bring out the Israelites, the Egyptians
will know that I am the LORD.
So Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them. Moses was
eighty years old, and Aaron eighty‐three years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.
Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Pharaoh will demand, “Show me a
miracle.” When he does this, say to Aaron, “Take your staff and throw it down in
front of Pharaoh, and it will become a serpent.”
So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what the LORD had commanded them.
Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a
serpent!
Then Pharaoh called in his own wise men and sorcerers, and these Egyptian
magicians did the same thing with their magic. They threw down their staffs, which
also became serpents! But then Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.
Pharoah’s heart, however, remained hard. He still refused to listen, just as the LORD
had predicted” (Exodus 7:1‐13).
From the verses above, we see that God, in delaying the freedom of the Israelites,
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has a higher purpose. God intends to harden Pharaoh’s heart against freeing the
Israelites so that he may perform miracles and wonders so that, when the Israelites
do finally leave Egypt, “the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”
The New Testament provides further insight as Romans 9:17 declares, “For the
Scriptures say that God told Pharaoh, “I have appointed you for the very purpose of
displaying my power in you and to spread my fame throughout the earth.”
Mankind was created for one purpose – to give glory to God. In Isaiah 43:7 God
states, “Bring all who claim me as their God, for I have made them for my glory. It was
I who created them.” What does it mean to give glory to God? Glorifying God simply
means to acknowledge His greatness and give Him honor by praising and
worshipping Him since He alone deserves to be glorified. In essence, glorifying God
really is magnifying God – acknowledging His greatness by making Him bigger in our
lives and diminishing our own honor. We don’t deserve the honor and praise – God
does! We need to magnify him in our lives so we can glorify him to others!
Pharaoh did not want to honor God. He wanted all the praise, honor, and worship.
He refused to listen as God foretold, but little did he know that the very thing he was
trying to avoid (magnifying or glorifying anyone other than himself) would be the
very thing God would cause to happen through his stubbornness. God appointed
him (and his hardened heart) to be used to display His power and spread His fame
throughout the entire earth.
God foretold of His plan in His Word to Moses in Exodus 7:3 when He said that He
would make Pharaoh’s heart stubborn so He could multiply miraculous signs and
wonders in Egypt. As is always the case (as we will learn firsthand in the next few
days), God’s Word is true and God’s Word will certainly be fulfilled. Let’s place
today’s symbol (a picture of one of the signs God performed – Aaron’s staff as a
snake eating the sorcerers’ staffs which were also snakes) next to our other symbols
for God’s Word and add a memory verse from God’s Word to our memory list to
help us remember the importance or magnifying and glorifying God: “You are
worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all
things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.” – Revelation 4:11
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Day Forty (February 9):
Pharaoh would refuse to listen to God’s orders from Moses. We know this was
expected because God’s Word came to Moses as God told Moses that He would
harden Pharaoh’s heart in order to fulfill his purpose (Romans 9:17). Additionally,
God has told Moses that he will “bring down his fist on Egypt,” meaning he will
punish Pharaoh and the Egyptians for disobeying Him. You may wonder ‐ why
would God harden a person’s heart and then punish them for their hardness of
heart? Let’s see what follows after Romans 9:17 to get a little more insight:
“So you see, God chooses to show mercy to some, and he chooses to harden the hearts
of others so they refuse to listen. Well then, you might say, “Why does God blame
people for not responding? Haven’t they simply done what he makes them do?” No,
don’t say that. Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should the
thing that was created say to the one who created it, “Why have you made me like
this?” When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he have a right to use the same
lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw garbage into? In
the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is
very patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction. He
does this to make the riches of his glory shine even brighter on those whom he shows
mercy, who were prepared in advance for his glory.” (Romans 9:18‐23)
A few days ago, we talked about how there are some hard passages in Scripture.
This is another tough passage to sort through, but is so important as it tells us so
much about God’s character. We learned yesterday that God’s purpose in creating
mankind was to demonstrate His glory. When God initially created mankind, he
(Adam) was created in God’s image. Along with the rest of creation, God declared
that the creation of mankind was “very good” (Genesis 1:31). However, Adam and
Eve decided that being “very good” was not good enough and instead of magnifying
and glorifying God with their obedience, they magnified and glorified themselves by
deciding that they (and Satan) knew better than God. Satan, who is the
personification of self‐magnification/self‐glorification tempted Adam and Eve to
buy into his lie, and unfortunately, they did. Now all of mankind falls short of the
glory of God. We are all missing our intended purpose (or missing the mark by
sinning) of glorifying God, and unfortunately the penalty for sin is death (Romans
6:23). Every single person who has lived (since Adam) has sinned against God and
failed to glorify Him as he or she was created to do. God, in His righteousness and
holiness, requires judgment on our sins and does not owe any of us anything but His
judgment. However, God is merciful. Despite all this, He chose vessels to demonstrate
His glory. He chose to redeem broken vessels that did nothing to deserve His mercy. On
those vessels that would receive his wrath and judgment, God was patient.
Now begs the question…why would God be patient with those vessels that are
destined for destruction? The answer is found in 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord isn’t really
being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your
sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”
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God certainly has the right to punish sinners. All of us have sinned and are without
excuse because we know we have transgressed against the living God. “But God
shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the
truth by their wickedness. They know the truth about God because he has made it
obvious to them. For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth
and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities –
his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.
Yes, the knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks.”
(Romans 1:18‐21) Romans 1:28 continues, “Since they thought it foolish to
acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do
things that should never be done.” Romans 1:31 then states, “They refuse to
understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy.”
Pharaoh possibly brought judgment upon himself when God hardened his heart
because God’s hardening may actually been God abandoning him to his own foolish
thinking. Moses came to Pharaoh multiple times (10 times, actually!) and each time
Moses asked Pharaoh to allow the Israelites to leave, Pharaoh either refused to
understand, broke his promise, was heartless, or had no mercy. The very first time
Moses and Aaron approached Pharaoh, his response is Exodus 5:2 showed that he
thought it foolish to acknowledge God, “And who is the LORD? Why should I listen to
him and let Israel go? I don’t know the LORD and I will now let Israel go.”
Pharaoh was a vessel prepared for destruction. Yet, despite this, God was still patient.
He offered Pharaoh and the Egyptians many opportunities to turn from their wicked
ways. Each time God’s judgments became more severe so as to prompt the people to
turn from their sins: “Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God
is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is
intended to turn you from your sin?” (Romans 2:4) Unfortunately we see that they
hardened their hearts: “Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and
Pharaoh did?” (1 Samuel 6:6) Whether God hardened Pharaoh’s heart or whether
God abandoned Pharaoh over to his own hardness of heart, this much is certain:
Pharaoh did not repent. God offered multiple opportunities for Pharaoh to change
his mind, but he did not turn to God, and he was punished severely. May that be a
warning to us of the importance of repentance! Let’s place today’s symbol next to
our other symbols for repentance:
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Day Forty‐One (February 10):
Unfortunately we have discovered that Pharaoh did not repent. He never turned to
God and displayed faith in Him. What about the Israelites?
If you recall, when we last mentioned them, it was after Pharaoh forced them to
gather their own straw to make the bricks and they had confronted Moses and
Aaron. Pharaoh refused to listen and was unrepentant, and after the Israelites
confronted Moses and Aaron, we were told in Exodus 5 that they also “refused to
listen anymore. They had become too discouraged by the brutality of their slavery.”
Would the Israelites repent and place their faith in God?
Yesterday we learned that God provided multiple opportunities for Pharaoh to
change his mind and turn back to God. The Lord sent ten plagues upon the Egyptian
people:
1. The water of the Nile was turned into blood (Exodus 7:14‐24)
2. Frogs (Exodus 7:25‐8:15)
3. Gnats (Exodus 8:16‐19)
4. Flies (Exodus 8:20‐32)
5. Diseased Livestock (Exodus 9:1‐7)
6. Boils (Exodus (9:8‐12)
7. Thunderstorm of hail and fire (Exodus 9:13‐35)
8. Locusts (Exodus 10:1‐20)
9. Darkness (Exodus 10:21‐29)
10. Death of the firstborn (Exodus 11:1‐12:36)
The Lord had protected the people of Israel from the first nine plagues by ensuring
that the plagues did not affect the land of Goshen, where the Israelites resided.
However, before the tenth plague the Lord gave the Israelites specific instructions.
In Exodus 12, God details the instructions for the First Passover. In Exodus 12:21‐28
we read the following:
“Then Moses called all the elders of Israel together and said to them, “Go, pick out a
lamb or young goat for each of your families, and slaughter the Passover animal.
Drain the blood into a basin. Then take a bundle of hyssop branches and dip it into
the blood. Brush the hyssop across the top and sides of the doorframes of your
houses. And no one may go out through the door until morning. For the LORD will
pass through the land to strike down the Egyptians. But when he sees the blood on
the top and sides of the doorframe, the LORD will pass over your home. He will not
permit his death angel to enter your house and strike you down.
Remember, these instructions are a permanent law that you and your descendants
must observe forever. When you enter the land the LORD has promised to give you,
you will continue to observe this ceremony. Then your children will ask, “What does
this ceremony mean?” And you will reply, “It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD,
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for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt. And though he struck down
the Egyptians, he spared our families.” When Moses had finished speaking, all the
people bowed down to the ground and worshipped.
So the people of Israel did just as the LORD had commanded through Moses and
Aaron.”
When we last left the Israelites, just like Pharaoh, they had refused to listen to the
Lord. However, remember that God is patient and wants everyone to come to
repentance. Though Pharaoh did not become repentant through the signs and
wonders God had performed with the plagues, God’s own chosen people had been
brought to their knees. They had seen enough to know they must turn back to God
in repentance and obey him in faith. And that is just what they did – the Israelites
bowed down to the ground and worshipped – magnified, glorified – God. Then, they
obeyed His command.
God is patient and tolerant and His kindness is intended to turn us from our sin. We
have two choices in how to respond to God’s kindness. We can either ignore the
warning signs (as did Pharaoh) or we can take them to heart (as did the Israelites)
and turn to God in repentance and faith.
The First Passover was a foreshadowing of the ultimate Passover. Jesus, the
Messiah, was the true Passover Lamb. The Bible tells us in Hebrews 9:12 and 14 that
believers of Jesus have symbolically applied the sacrificial blood of Jesus to their
hearts and, because of his blood, have escaped eternal death. Just as the Passover
lamb’s blood caused the “death angel” to pass over the Israelites’ households, Jesus’s
blood causes God’s judgment to pass over the sinners who have faith in Him.
The first Passover marked the release of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Jesus
Christ, as the fulfillment of the Passover sacrifice, marked the release of his believers
from the slavery of sin (Romans 8:2). The Israelites had faith that the Lord would
deliver them from bondage, and as believers of Jesus, we have faith that we are freed
from the bondage of sin. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of the blood from the
lamb of the first Passover brushed over the doors of Israelites’ homes) next to our
other symbols for faith:
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Day Forty‐Two (February 11):
Yesterday we saw the Israelite’s faith on display as they obeyed God’s command to
observe the First Passover. Because of their obedience, God, in His grace, caused the
death angel to pass over the houses of the Israelites. However, the Egyptians were
not spared. Exodus 12:29‐36 reveals:
“And that night at midnight, the LORD struck down all the firstborn sons in the land
of Egypt, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the firstborn
son of the prisoner in the dungeon. Even the firstborn of their livestock were killed.
Pharaoh and all his officials and all the people of Egypt woke up during the night,
and loud wailing was heard throughout the land of Egypt. There was not a single
house where someone had not died. Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the
night. “Get out!” he ordered. “Leave my people – and take the rest of the Israelites
with you! Go and worship the LORD as you have requested.” Take your flocks and
herds, as you said, and be gone. Go, but bless me as you leave.”
All the Egyptians urged the people of Israel to get out of the land as quickly as
possible, for they thought, “We will all die!” The Israelites took their bread dough
before yeast was added. They wrapped their kneading boards in their cloaks and
carried them on their shoulders. And the people of Israel did as Moses had
instructed; they asked the Egyptians for clothing and articles of silver and gold. The
LORD caused the Egyptians to look favorably on the Israelites, and they gave the
Israelites whatever they asked for. So they stripped the Egyptians of their wealth!”
The passages above show God’s great grace directing the fate of the Israelites. God
caused the tenth plague to be the “tipping point” for Pharaoh and, after the death of
his firstborn son, Pharaoh commanded the Israelites to leave as God had instructed
them.
As you can imagine, since the Israelites had been slaves for so long, they had very
few possessions. In order to survive and thrive after escaping Egypt, they would
need clothing and possessions. God, in His grace, provided a way for the Israelites to
gain clothing and wealth. He caused the Egyptians to look favorably upon the
Israelites so that when the Israelites asked them for help with clothing and money
for their journey, the Egyptians willingly obliged.
If you think about it, the Egyptians were probably terrified. They were aware of the
back and forth between Moses and Pharaoh, and they had personally experienced
loss from the plagues. The last plague had caused each Egyptian household to
experience the sorrow of death. The passages we read told us that the Egyptians
actually urged the Israelites to leave as quickly as possible because they were afraid
they would all die. I am sure the Egyptians had quite a reverence for God’s chosen
people and did not intend to withhold from them anything they asked for fear
something terrible might happen to them.
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God’s grace doesn’t stop there. The next verse in Scripture (Exodus 12:37) tells us,
“That night the people of Israel left Rameses and started for Succoth. There were
about 600,000 men, plus all the women and children.”
Do you remember how many people the sons of Israel had numbered when they
arrived in the land of Goshen in Egypt? At the time they moved from Canaan to
Egypt at Joseph’s request during the famine, they were only a family of seventy
people. Now, as they are leaving Egypt, the men alone numbered 600,000. There
were probably well over a million Israelites who participated in the exodus from
Egypt.
How incredible is the grace of El Shaddai! How incredible is the grace of Yahweh!
We’ve witnessed four great displays of God’s grace in our study today:
1. God caused the death angel to pass over the houses of the Israelites
2. God caused Pharaoh to finally let the Israelites go from the land of Egypt
3. God caused the Egyptians to provide the Israelites with clothing and
possessions
4. God had caused the numbers of the Israelites to dramatically increase during
their sojourn in Egypt
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of an Egyptian providing clothing and
possessions to an Israelite) next to our other symbols for God’s grace. Israel was in
the lowliest of states, allowing God’s grace flourish. God resisted the evil desires of
Pharaoh, who only sought his own self‐glory and instead bestowed His grace upon
the lowly: “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). What a great verse; let’s add it to
our memory verse collection.
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Day Forty‐Three (February 12):
We saw mighty displays of God’s grace towards the Israelites in our lesson from
yesterday. It should be noted that God had foretold through His Word about all four
displays of His grace that we highlighted yesterday.
For instance, the plague of the death of the firstborn was first prophesied to Moses
in Exodus 4 before he even reached Egypt. Additionally, right before God sent the
plague he prophesied it to the Israelites since he commanded them to celebrate the
First Passover to ensure their firstborn sons were not included in the plague.
The prophecies of Pharaoh letting the Israelites go and the Egyptians providing the
Israelites with their wealth was first told to Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3.
The prophecy of the Israelites greatly increasing in numbers can be traced back to
God’s Word to Abraham where he promised Abraham would be made into a great
nation (Genesis 12) and his descendants would be as many as the stars in the sky
(Genesis 15).
As we have noted previously, God’s Word is true and God’s Word will always come
to pass. The prophecies above are just a few examples of many prophecies
throughout Scripture that were fulfilled exactly as God declared. Isaiah 55:10‐11
summarizes this concept, “The rain and snow come down from the heavens and stay
on the ground to water the earth. They cause the grain to grow, producing seed for
the farmer and bread for the hungry. It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it
always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper everywhere
I send it.”
Today we are going to learn that, even though it seemed that the Israelites were
finally free, God was not finished displaying his glory to the Israelites and the
Egyptians just yet. He had another prophecy in store for Moses and the Israelites.
Let’s hear what His Word declared in Exodus 14:1‐4:
“Then the LORD gave these instructions to Moses: “Order the Israelites to turn back
and camp by Pi‐hahiroth between Migdol and the sea. Camp there along the shore,
across from Baal‐zephon. Then Pharaoh will think, “The Israelites are confused.
They are trapped in the wilderness!” And once again I will harden Pharaoh’s heart,
and he will chase after you. I have planned this in order to display my glory through
Pharaoh and his whole army. After this the Egyptians will know that I am the
LORD!” So the Israelites camped there as they were told.”
Just when the Israelites thought they were finally getting a reprieve, God tells them
that He is not through displaying His glory and that they will have to suffer yet a
little while longer. Sometimes, God teaches this truth to you and me as well. There
are times in our life where we will feel incredibly discouraged and feel like we
cannot take any more. There are times in our life when we don’t understand God’s
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purposes or His timing. Yet, just as God used those difficult times for the Israelites to
display His glory to both the Israelites and to the Egyptians, God can use our difficult
times to display His glory as well. On day 8, we referenced Romans 8:28, which
states, “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of
those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them.” Let’s add that
verse to our memory collection so we can remember that God will work everything
for good, even when we don’t understand His Word.
Now back to God’s Word to Moses and the Israelites. Let’s see what happened
immediately after God provided His prophecy. In Exodus 14:5‐7 we read, “When
word reached the king of Egypt that the Israelites had fled, Pharaoh and his officials
changed their minds. “What have we done, letting all those Israelite slaves get
away?” they asked. So Pharaoh harnessed his chariot and called up his troops. He
took with him 600 of Egypt’s best chariots, along with the rest of the chariots of
Egypt, each with its commander.”
Just as God foretold, Pharaoh and his officials were preparing to chase after the
Israelites. Just as God foretold, He was preparing to show the Israelites and
Egyptians His largest display of glory yet. God’s Word is true, and God’s word will
always be fulfilled. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of Pharaoh and his army
with their chariots) next to our other symbols representing God’s Word. At this
point, we should have ten symbols underneath our “pillar” symbol for grace, and ten
symbols beside our “pillar” symbol for God’s Word. In the Bible, the number ten
often represents “completion.” For instance, there were ten plagues sent to Egypt
before Pharaoh allowed the Israelites to leave. As we will learn later in our studies,
the Lord provided the Israelites with ten commandments. The Passover Lamb was
selected on the tenth day of the first month (Exodus 12:3). Additionally, Jesus, the
Lamb that took away the sins of the world, made public his “selection” as the
Ultimate Passover on the tenth day of the first month (Palm Sunday, when Jesus
entered Jerusalem in what is known as the “triumphal entry). Ten represents
completion, so with ten symbols our first rows for grace and God’s Word are
complete. The next time we have a symbol for God’s grace or God’s Word we will
start a new row as we continue with the formation of our
mosaic.
Keep on working on our memory verse collection. We’ve added several new verses
in the last few days – so forget to review them. We want to keep hiding God’s Word
in our heart!
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Day Forty‐Four (February 13):
Pharaoh has selected his chariots and his army and it appears he is prepared to go
after the Israelites. Unfortunately, it appears that Pharaoh has still not learned his
lesson. Even after the ten plagues, which ended with the death of his firstborn son,
Pharaoh still reveals a wicked, unrepentant heart that is bent on oppressing the
Israelites once again. Let’s see what the Bible says in Exodus 14:8‐10: “The LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, so he chased after the people of
Israel, who had left with fists raised in defiance. The Egyptians chased after them
with all the forces in Pharaoh’s army – all his horses and chariots, his charioteers,
and his troops. The Egyptians caught up with the people of Israel as they were
camped beside the shore near Pi‐hahiroth, across from Baal‐zephon. As Pharaoh
approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when they saw the
Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the LORD…”
Once again, Pharaoh seeks to torment the Israelites. Once again, Pharaoh is showing
that he does not regard the commands of the LORD to leave the Israelites alone.
Once again, Pharaoh reveals his pride and displays an unrepentant heart. The LORD
has certainly been patient with Pharaoh and the Egyptians, and there have been
many opportunities where Pharaoh and the Egyptians could have changed their
minds. Will the LORD allow Pharaoh and the Egyptians to overtake the Israelites in
order to display His glory? Or does the LORD have other plans?
Do you remember Romans 2:4 which states that God’s kindness and patience was
intended to turn us from our sin? Well, the verse following Romans 2:4 issues quite
a warning to those who are unrepentant. Let’s see what is says, “But because you are
stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment
for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be
revealed” (Romans 2:5).
When God stated that He would display His glory through Pharaoh and his whole
army, He intended to demonstrate His glory through His righteous judgment.
Pharaoh was stubborn and refused to turn from his sin. He had stored up terrible
punishment for himself, and God’s anger and righteous judgment was about to be
unleashed on Pharaoh and his whole army. It is important to note that God’s glory
can be displayed in various forms. God can demonstrate His glory when He has
mercy on repentant sinners. God can also demonstrate His glory when He enacts
judgment upon the wicked and unrepentant.
All of mankind was created for God’s glory and will give glory to God, but not all will
demonstrate it in the same way. The repentant that have faith in Jesus will show
God’s glory when they receive His mercy. They will have their sins forgiven and
have their hearts renewed and conformed to the image of Christ. The unrepentant
will demonstrate God’s glory when they are objects of His righteous judgment and
are punished for their sins. Given the choice, doesn’t it make sense to humble
ourselves before God and beg for mercy while putting our faith in his plan of
redemption, Jesus Christ His Son, our savior? We all know we have sinned; wouldn’t
it be better to glorify God as an object of His mercy than an object of His wrath?
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Unfortunately, Pharaoh failed to humble himself and see his actions as being part of
God’s will. He purely acted for himself and did not think about the eternal
consequences. Therefore, he and his army was the subject of God’s judgment. In
Exodus 14:16‐18 we read that the Lord said to Moses, “Pick up your staff and raise
your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israelites can walk through the
middle of the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and
they will charge in after the Israelites. My great glory will be displayed through
Pharaoh and his troops, his chariots, and his charioteers. When my glory is
displayed through them, all Egypt will see my glory and know that I am the LORD!”
Exodus 14:22‐28 then states, “So the people of Israel walked through the middle of
the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each side! Then the Egyptians – all of
Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers – chased them into the middle of the sea.
But just before dawn the LORD looked down on the Egyptian army from the pillar of
fire and cloud, and he threw their forces into total confusion. He twisted their
chariot wheels, making their chariots difficult to drive. “Let’s get out of here – away
from these Israelites!” the Egyptians shouted. “The LORD is fighting for them against
Egypt!” When all the Israelites had reached the other side, the LORD said to Moses,
“Raise your hand over the sea again. Then the waters will rush back and cover the
Egyptians and their chariots and charioteers.” So as the sun began to rise, Moses
raised his hand over the sea, and the water rushed back into its usual place. The
Egyptians tried to escape, but the LORD swept them into the sea. Then the waters
returned and covered all the chariots and charioteers – the entire army of Pharaoh.
Of all the Egyptians who had chased the Israelites into the sea, not a single one
survived.”
God’s day of anger had arrived. He revealed His glory by enacting His righteous
judgment against Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Pharaoh remained unrepentant, and
would not be a recipient of the mercy of God. While the Israelites were shown God’s
mercy and were able to safely cross to the other side of the sea unharmed, the
Scriptures told us that, “of all the Egyptians who chased the Israelites into the sea, not
a single one survived.”
Pharaoh, who had always been self‐seeking, never even had his name written in the
Bible. He was known simply by his title, Pharaoh, and never acknowledged by name.
Though he had sought only his own glory and honor and power, he ended up being
literally washed away from history. May the fate of Pharaoh and his army be a sober
reminder to us of the necessity of repentance and of giving glory and honor and
power to the only one to whom it is due – God!
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Day Forty‐Five (February 14):
Yesterday we saw God’s righteous judgment punish Pharaoh and the Egyptians for
being unrepentant. Today, we will see God’s mercy on display for those who were
repentant, the Israelites, and placed their faith in Him.
Yesterday, we read Exodus 14:10, which tells us that the Israelites cried out to the
LORD when they saw Pharaoh and the Egyptians approaching. Let’s continue
reading Exodus 14:11‐13 to see what happens next:
“…and they said to Moses, "Why did you bring us out here to die in the wilderness?
Weren't there enough graves for us in Egypt? What have you done to us? Why did
you make us leave Egypt? Didn't we tell you this would happen while we were still
in Egypt? We said, 'Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It's better to be
a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!'"
But Moses told the people, "Don't be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD
rescue you today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. The LORD
himself will fight for you. Just stay calm."
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people to get
moving! Pick up your staff and raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the
Israelites can walk through the middle of the sea on dry ground.””
Then, in Exodus 14:21‐22 we discover, “Then Moses raised his hand over the sea,
and the LORD opened up a path through the water with a strong east wind. The
wind blew all that night, turning the seabed into dry land. So the people of Israel
walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each
side!”
Exodus 14:29‐31 continues, “But the people of Israel had walked through the middle
of the sea on dry ground, as the water stood up like a wall on both sides. That is how
the LORD rescued Israel from the hand of the Egyptians that day. And the Israelites
saw the bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the seashore. When the people of
Israel saw the mighty power that the LORD had unleashed against the Egyptians,
they were filled with awe before him. They put their faith in the LORD and in his
servant Moses.”
Let’s start our study of these verses with Moses’s comment that the LORD will fight
for the Israelites and that they only need to be still. What a change has happened in
Moses’s faith journey since God first approached him! Do you remember how many
times Moses pleaded and begged the LORD not to send him to Pharaoh? Moses did
not seem confident that the LORD would be able to use him. Now, Moses has so
much faith in the LORD that is content to wait patiently on God to act. He tells the
Israelites to “stay calm” until the the LORD literally has to tell him to “get moving!” It
is clear that God has really begun sanctifying Moses as his faith has come such a long
way from when God first approached him.
As for the Israelites, they certainly complained to Moses and worried that God
would not provide for them, but they did listen and obey the Lord’s command to
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move through the middle of the sea.
How terrifying it must have been to cross through the middle of the sea with huge
walls of water surrounding them on both sides! The Israelites had to have faith that
God would deliver them safely to the other side and keep the waters parted until
they reached dry land. Though their faith in God might have been small, it was there
nonetheless as they trusted that He would deliver them through the waters.
When the Israelites did reach the other side of the sea, and realized that the LORD
had delivered them, they were filled with awe. Then we are told that they “put their
faith in the LORD and his servant Moses.”
Pharaoh never had faith in God; he always deferred to his own decisions. In contrast,
the Israelites obeyed God. Whether they crossed the sea out of faith in God, or
because they had no other choice when they saw the Egyptians approaching, this
much we know for certain ‐ they put their faith in God when they reached the other
side.
God foretold what he intended to do so that all Egypt would know He was Lord.
Before they were destroyed, the charioteers and Pharaoh tried to flee from the
Israelites because they recognized the LORD was fighting for them. Surely, once the
rest of the Egyptians heard of what had happened to Pharaoh and his armies, they
would also recognize that the LORD was the one who delivered his people. And
lastly, His people, the Israelites, finally stood in awe of their LORD and put their faith
in God. All of Egypt now recognized that God has displayed His glory, and that He
was LORD.
Today is Valentine’s Day, a celebration of love. I think today’s story is a perfect
display of God’s love for His people and their love back for Him through
demonstration of their faith. Hosea 11:1 states that, “When Israel was a child, then I
loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.” 1 John 4:19 declares, “We love Him
because He first loved us.” The Israelites loved God and placed their faith in Him
because He first loved them and was faithful to them. Let’s place today’s picture (a
picture of Moses lifting his staff in faith and the Israelites crossing the sea) next to
our other symbols for faith.
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Day Forty‐Six (February 15):
We know that the Israelites put their faith in God and his servant, Moses, after they
crossed the sea. They were in awe of God. The Israelites had been swept away by
God’s great grace to them.
After they put their faith in God, they did something beautiful. They worshipped the
LORD and sang him a song. God, in His great grace, had delivered the Israelites and
demonstrated His glory as he promised and they wanted to give credit to Him.
Exodus 15:1‐21 states, “The Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the
LORD: “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; he has hurled both
horse and rider into the sea. The LORD is my strength and my song; he has given me
victory. This is my God, and I will praise him – my father’s God, and I will exalt him!
The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and army he
has hurled into the sea. The finest of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea.
The deep waters gushed over them; they sank to the bottom like a stone. Your right
hand, O LORD, is glorious in power. Your right hand, O LORD, smashes the enemy. In
the greatness of your majesty, you overthrow those who rise against you. You
unleash your blazing fury; it consumes them like straw. At the blast of your breath,
the waters piled up! The surging waters stood straight like a wall; in the heart of the
sea the deep waters became hard. The enemy boasted, ‘I will chase them and catch
up with them. I will plunder them and consume them. I will flash my sword; my
powerful hand will destroy them.’ But you blew your breath, and the sea covered
them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters.
Who is like you among the gods, O LORD – glorious in holiness, awesome in
splendor, performing great wonders? You raised your right hand, and the earth
swallowed our enemies. With your unfailing love you lead the people you have
redeemed. In your might, you guide them to your sacred home.
The peoples hear and tremble; anguish grips those who live in Philistia. The leaders
of Edom are terrified; the nobles of Moab tremble. All who live in Canaan melt away;
terror and dread fall upon them. The power of your arm makes them lifeless as
stone until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you purchased pass by.
You will bring them in and plan them on your own mountain – the place, O LORD,
reserved for your own dwelling, the sanctuary, O LORD, that your hands have
established. The LORD shall reign forever and ever.
When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers rushed into the sea, the LORD
brought the water crashing down on them. But the people of Israel had walked
through the middle of the sea on dry ground!
Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine and led all the women
as they played their tambourines and danced. And Miriam sang this song: “Sing to
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the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; he has hurled both horse and rider into
the sea.”
Did you hear it? The Israelites were magnifying the LORD! They realized that they
were beneficiaries of His great grace and He appeared bigger to them than He had
before they were delivered from Egypt.
Just as Mary could not contain herself and broke into song (a song known as the
) when she understood the grace that had been bestowed on her, the
Israelites likewise broke into song (and dance!) when they understood and were
awed by the great grace God had showered upon them.
Grasping grace is life‐changing. Grasping grace puts God in perspective and places
Him where He is supposed to be – at the center of our worship and praise and
exaltation.
Today’s symbol (a picture of Miriam and the other Israelite ladies singing and
dancing with their tambourines) is a reminder of the joy that exudes from our
hearts when we grasp God’s grace and realize that we ‐ the lowly, the undeserving,
the unworthy, the sinners ‐ are recipients of His great gifts.
Just as God delivered the Israelites during the Exodus from Egypt, God delivers His
helpless children (the believers) who are caught between the forces of evil and the
sea of God’s wrath. The grace of God delivered the Israelites from the Egyptians. The
grace of God provided Jesus, our Deliverer, whose death and resurrection frees us
from the consequences of sin.
The Israelites sang that the LORD was their strength and their song, and had become
their salvation. They finally realized they were nothing without His grace. The same
is true for us – the LORD is our strength and our song and our salvation. Praise Him
for His grace!
Let’s place today’s symbol underneath our first row of ten symbols for God’s grace.
The song of the Israelites arose from God’s grace that delivered them from Egypt.
With their deliverance, a new chapter was beginning for the Israelites. It seems
fitting that today begins a new row on our mosaic as well.
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Day Forty‐Seven (February 16):
Yesterday we read about the Israelites worshipping God and singing about His great
grace. Today, we are going to see God’s Word come to the Israelites after their
deliverance. Let’s start by reading Exodus 15:22‐26:
“Then Moses led the people of Israel away from the Red Sea, and they moved out
into the desert of Shur. They traveled in this desert for three days without finding
any water. When they came to the oasis of Marah, the water was too bitter to drink.
So they called the place Marah (which means “bitter.”) Then the people complained
and turned against Moses. “What are we going to drink?” they demanded. So Moses
cried out to the LORD for help, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. Moses
threw it into the water, and this made the water good to drink. It was there at Marah
that the LORD set before them the following decree as a standard to test their
faithfulness to him. He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your
God and do what is right in his sight, obeying his commands and keeping all his
decrees, then I will not make you suffer any of the diseases I sent on the Egyptians;
for I am the LORD who heals you.”
God’s word came to the Israelites in the form of a test. God’s word assured them He
was the LORD who heals, but God wanted to see if the Israelites would be faithful to
Him. He promised not to send judgment on the Israelites if they could listen to Him,
obey His commands, and keep His decrees.
Not long after God gave this decree, the Israelites began grumbling in the wilderness
once again. Exodus 16:2‐5 reveals, “There, too, the whole community of Israel
complained about Moses and Aaron. "If only the LORD had killed us back in Egypt,"
they moaned. "There we sat around pots filled with meat and ate all the bread we
wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness to starve us all to death."
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Look, I'm going to rain down food from heaven for
you. Each day the people can go out and pick up as much food as they need for that
day. I will test them in this to see whether or not they will follow my instructions. On
the sixth day they will gather food, and when they prepare it, there will be twice as
much as usual."
God has chosen to test the Israelites to see whether or not they are faithful. Do you
remember what we learned about the parable of the four soils earlier this year? The
seed was God’s word, and the various types of soil represented how people reacted
when they heard the Word of God. As we continue reading about the Israelites in
Exodus, think about how the Israelites are reacting to God’s word. Has God’s Word
to them fallen on the footpath (where the devil takes it away and prevents them
from believing?), the rocky soil (where they hear the word with joy, but fall away
during temptation because they have no roots), the thorns (where the message is
crowded out by the cares of riches in life and the seeds never grow into maturity),
or the good soil (where they cling patiently to God’s word and produce a huge
harvest).
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Back to the Israelites…Exodus 16:12‐15 details, “I have heard the Israelites'
complaints. Now tell them, 'In the evening you will have meat to eat, and in the
morning you will have all the bread you want. Then you will know that I am the
LORD your God." That evening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered the camp.
And the next morning the area around the camp was wet with dew. When the dew
evaporated, a flaky substance as fine as frost blanketed the ground. The Israelites
were puzzled when they saw it. "What is it?" they asked each other. They had no
idea what it was. And Moses told them, "It is the food the LORD has given you to
eat.”
Exodus 16:19‐20 continues, “Then Moses told them, "Do not keep any of it until
morning." But some of them didn't listen and kept some of it until morning. But by
then it was full of maggots and had a terrible smell. Moses was very angry with them.
Exodus 16:23‐27 then states, “He told them, "This is what the LORD commanded:
Tomorrow will be a day of complete rest, a holy Sabbath day set apart for the LORD.
So bake or boil as much as you want today, and set aside what is left for tomorrow."
So they put some aside until morning, just as Moses had commanded. And in the
morning the leftover food was wholesome and good, without maggots or odor.
Moses said, "Eat this food today, for today is a Sabbath day dedicated to the LORD.
There will be no food on the ground today. You may gather the food for six days, but
the seventh day is the Sabbath. There will be no food on the ground that day." Some
of the people went out anyway on the seventh day, but they found no food.
Exodus 16:31 notes, “The Israelites called the food manna. It was white like
coriander seed, and it tasted like honey wafers.”
The Lord gave the Israelites His Word. He provided a decree to test their
faithfulness – he wanted to know if they would listen and obey His word. It
appeared that, at least for some of the Israelites, God’s Word had not fallen on good
soil. It seems that some of the Israelites are already failing the faithfulness test in
ignoring or disobeying God’s Word as it related to the instructions of gathering the
manna. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of an Israelite looking at manna on the
ground and asking “What is it?”) next to our other symbols for God’s Word.
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Day Forty‐Eight (February 17):
God had given His Word to the Israelites, and yesterday we learned how some of the
Israelites were obeying God and some were not. We will learn much more about the
Israelites and their obedience and disobedience to the LORD, but today we are going
to take a break from the Israelites and focus on a Midianite, Moses’s father‐in‐law.
If you recall, earlier this year we learned that Moses’s father‐in‐law was the priest of
Midian. We haven’t heard anything about his father‐in‐law since the beginning of
the book of Exodus. Suddenly, he reappears in Exodus 18:
“Moses' father‐in‐law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, heard about everything God had
done for Moses and his people, the Israelites. He heard especially about how the
LORD had rescued them from Egypt. Earlier, Moses had sent his wife, Zipporah, and
his two sons back to Jethro, who had taken them in. (Moses' first son was named
Gershom, for Moses had said when the boy was born, "I have been a foreigner in a
foreign land." His second son was named Eliezer, for Moses had said, "The God of my
ancestors was my helper; he rescued me from the sword of Pharaoh.")
Jethro, Moses' father‐in‐law, now came to visit Moses in the wilderness. He brought
Moses' wife and two sons with him, and they arrived while Moses and the people
were camped near the mountain of God. Jethro had sent a message to Moses, saying,
"I, Jethro, your father‐in‐law, am coming to see you with your wife and your two
sons."
So Moses went out to meet his father‐in‐law. He bowed low and kissed him. They
asked about each other's welfare and then went into Moses' tent. Moses told his
father‐in‐law everything the LORD had done to Pharaoh and Egypt on behalf of
Israel. He also told about all the hardships they had experienced along the way and
how the LORD had rescued his people from all their troubles.
Jethro was delighted when he heard about all the good things the LORD had done
for Israel as he rescued them from the hand of the Egyptians. I know now that the
LORD is greater than all other gods, because he rescued his people from the oppression
of the proud Egyptians." Then Jethro, Moses' father‐in‐law, brought a burnt offering
and sacrifices to God. Aaron and all the elders of Israel came out and joined him in a
sacrificial meal in God's presence.”
Earlier this year, we noted that Moses’s father‐in‐law, Jethro, worshipped other
gods, not the one true God of the Israelites. We are not told the details of when and
why Moses sent his wife, Zipporah, and their sons back to Jethro. There are many
speculations on when and why Moses sent his family back – ranging from marital
problems between Moses and Zipporah to concerns about the safety of his family,
etc. I will tell you what I like to think. I believe that the marital relationship between
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Moses and Zipporah was fine because of the way that Moses and Jethro interact
when they see each other. If the relationship between Jethro’s daughter and his son‐
in‐law was strained, I don’t think that he, as a protective father, would have
approached Moses so warmly and been so eager to bring the family back to Moses. I
think it is entirely possible that Moses sent Zipporah and his sons back to Jethro
once they reached the wilderness in order to witness to Jethro about the incredible
things God had done for the Israelites. Jethro had been very kind to Moses when
Moses was a foreigner in Midian. Additionally, Moses was married to Jethro’s
daughter. I like to think that perhaps Moses, having seen first hand how God
brought judgment upon those who did not believe in Him, sent Zipporah and the
boys back to visit Jethro in order to account for all that God was doing. This is pure
speculation on my part, but I don’t think it is unlikely that Moses may sent Zipporah
back so that Jethro would be open to placing faith in God.
Regardless of how Jethro heard about all that Moses had done for the Israelites, we
do know this much: Jethro repented. When Jethro talked with Moses, the Scriptures
tell us that was delighted when he heard about all that God had done for the
Israelites. He acknowledged that the LORD was greater than all the other gods
(which was no small acknowledgment for a priest who has spent his life
worshipping and serving these false gods), and he went so far as to bring a burnt
offering and sacrifices to God.
Jethro, in hearing about all that God had done for the Israelites, repented and turned
to God in faith. He turned away from himself and his false notions that other gods
were worthy of his worship, and turned towards God and acknowledged that the
one true God, the God of the Israelites, was the LORD.
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of Jethro acknowledging to Moses that he now
knew that the LORD is greater than all other gods) next to our other symbols for
repentance. How amazing that God’s glory had led an outsider, a Midianite, to
repentance! God’s glory and His grace are there for anyone who turns back to Him in
repentance. Praise Him for His mercy!
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Day Forty‐Nine (February 18):
Yesterday we saw Jethro come to repentance and place his faith in God. Today we
will return back to the story of the Israelites and learn more about their journey of
faith. Exodus 19:1‐8 recounts: “Exactly two months after the Israelites left Egypt,
they arrived in the wilderness of Sinai. After breaking camp at Rephidim, they came
to a wilderness of Sinai and set up camp there at the base of Mount Sinai. Then
Moses climbed the mountain to appear before God.
The LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “Give these instructions to the
family of Jacob; announce it to the descendants of Israel: You have seen what I did to
the Egyptians. You know how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself. Now if you will obey me and keep my covenant, you will be my own special
treasure from among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth belongs to me. And
you will be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation. This is the message you must
give to the people of Israel.”
So Moses returned from the mountain and called together the elders of the people
and told them everything the LORD had commanded him. And all the people
responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has commanded.” So Moses
brought the people’s answer back to the LORD.”
God wants to ensure that the Israelites obey Him and keep His covenant so that, as a
nation, Israel can be a kingdom of holy people that will witness to the rest of the
world. In order for the Israelites to be God’s special people, His treasure, they must
have faith in Him and trust Him. They must obey Him out of their love for Him.
It appears by the Israelites’ response to the LORD’s command that they do love Him
as they promise to do all He has commanded. It appears by the Israelites’ response
that they intend to obey God because of their faith in him. However, as we will see
throughout this year, the Israelites’ response is actually more of an indicator of faith
in themselves. They are pledging that they have faith in themselves to do all that God
has commanded.
As we have already seen with many of the Biblical characters in our studies, faith
begins when belief and trust in God is expressed. Sanctification, the process of
becoming more holy, is an act of God alone. Only God can cause hearts to conform to
His will and obey His commandments. True faith stems from belief and trust in God,
not only in His word, but also in His promise of sanctification – His promise to make
His followers a holy people. True faith recognizes that God is the one fights for us.
The LORD has already show Israel, as a nation, that He is fighting for them. Do you
remember Moses’s word right before the Israelites crossed through the middle of
the sea? “The Lord will fight for you. Just stay calm.” (Exodus 14:14)
Now, the LORD is preparing to teach the Israelites another lesson. Instead of
showing the Israelites how God is fighting for them as a nation, God is preparing to
show them how He fights for people as individuals. God is preparing to show the
Israelites that those who do have true faith in Him will be privy to His plan of
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redemption. Those who have true faith in Him to do all the work will be sanctified.
Those who have true faith in Him to do all the work will become more obedient as
God makes them more holy. Those who have true faith will recognize that they can
never do all the LORD commanded without His help. Those who have true faith will
recognize their standing before God and understand they are incapable of being
holy with God’s great grace to enable them to obey His commands.
Israel, as a nation, was comprised of people who believed and trusted that God was
El Shaddai. They had seen His mighty works. Now, God, wanted them to understand
that He was also LORD of their lives – Yahweh: “I AM.” When Moses went to the
people to tell them of God’s instructions, they basically responded with “I am.”
Are you able to do all the LORD instructed? “We are.” “I am.”
Yet, God as the great “I AM” knew they could not. God knew the only one worthy to
obey His commands was Jesus, God the Son, the Redeemer.
The Israelites traced their history back to Abraham, the father of their faith, as He
was the recipient of God’s covenant and the one that the Scriptures tell us was
justified by faith. Do you know what Jesus said about Abraham in John 8:58? “Jesus
answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I Am!”
The Israelites did not know it yet, but as we will see throughout this year, they
would not be able to keep the commandments of God. Yet, many years later God
would look down on His people who He knew would miss the mark and say, “You
know what – You cannot keep the commandments. You are not able to obey Me. But
I AM. Jesus will. You need to believe in Me, and put your faith in Jesus Christ, Your
Savior. If you do so, He will give you His Spirit who will sanctify you and cause you
to want to obey Me.”
The Israelites did not know it yet, but God had a plan. Before Abraham was even
born, God had a plan for redemption ‐ for Jesus. His plan was for His people to put
their faith in Jesus. But before they could do that, they needed to understand why
Jesus was necessary. God had some things to teach the Israelites. Let’s place today’s
symbol (a treasure chest) beside our other symbols for faith. God promised that His
people who obeyed Him would be His special treasure. In Matthew 13:44 Jesus said,
“the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure.” The kingdom of heaven is comprised of
people who put their faith in Jesus, the true treasure. As Paul stated in Philippians
3:8,10: “I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that
I may gain Christ…that I may know him and the power of his resurrection.”
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Day Fifty (February 19):
Yesterday, we learned that, upon hearing the LORD’s instructions, the Israelites
responded that they would do everything the LORD commanded. Moses brought the
people’s response back to the LORD and what happens next is written in Exodus
19:9‐11:
“Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, Moses, so the
people themselves can hear me with I speak with you. Then they will always trust
you.” Moses told the LORD what the people had said.
Then the LORD told Moses, “Go down and prepare the people for my arrival.
Consecrate them today and tomorrow, and have them wash their clothing.
Be sure they are ready on the third day, for on that day the LORD will come down on
Mount Sinai as all the people watch.”
Exodus 19:16‐19 continues, “On the morning of the third day, thunder roared and
lightning flashed, and a dense cloud came down on the mountain. There was a long,
loud blast from a ram’s horn, and all the people trembled.
Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their
stand at the foot of the mountain.
All of Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the LORD had descended on it
in the form of fire. The smoke billowed into the sky like smoke from a brick kiln, and
the whole mountain shook violently.
As the blast of the ram’s horn grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God
thundered his reply.”
For the first time, the Israelites would be able to hear God. The LORD, in His grace,
was going to allow the Israelites to hear His voice. The LORD, in His grace, was going
to come down on Mount Sinai. The LORD, in His grace, was allowing Moses to
prepare the people for His arrival by having them consecrate themselves and wash
their clothing.
The LORD, in His grace, was also providing a foreshadowing of Jesus, who stated:
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27)
The LORD, In His grace, was providing another foreshadowing of Jesus, about whom
it was stated regarding His second return, “For the LORD Himself will come down
from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet call of God.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
The LORD, In His grace, provided yet a third foreshadowing of Jesus, who was
referred to as the “Son of Man” in the book of Revelation and praised the few
believers from the church of Sardis who “have not soiled their clothes with evil.
They will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. All who are victorious will be
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clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will
announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine” (Revelation 3:4‐5).
The clean clothes symbolize the righteousness of Jesus Christ that is given to the
believers who place their faith in Him. Isaiah 1:18 summarizes this point: “Come
now, let's settle this," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make
them as white as snow. Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white as
wool.”
God, In His grace, was providing the Israelites the opportunity to experience His
holiness. In order to get close enough to hear His voice and see His presence (in the
form of the cloud descending on Mount Sinai), the Israelites had to consecrate
themselves. The Israelites needed to wash their clothes and prepare for His arrival.
They needed to prepare themselves for the presence of the holy and righteous God.
Likewise, the people of the world today need to wash their robes and make them white
in the blood of the Lamb (see Revelation 7:14). Jesus alone is the only way to be made
right with God. Jesus alone has the power to make us righteous before God.
God, in His grace, allowed the Israelites the opportunity to hear His voice and
experience His holiness. God, In His grace, also allows those who seek Him today to
hear His voice and experience His holiness because God, In His grace, sends all who
seek Him to His Son, Jesus. In John 6:45 Jesus stated, “As it is written in the
Scriptures, 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and
learns from him comes to me.”
Today’s symbol is a picture of God’s grace. Today’s symbol is a picture of God
displaying His presence and voice to the people of Israel. Today’s symbol is a
mountain with lightning and a dark cloud descending upon it. Job 36:29‐37:2 tells
us, “Who can understand the spreading of the clouds and the thunder that rolls forth
from heaven? See how he spreads the lightning around him and how it lights up the
depths of the sea. By these mighty acts he nourishes the people, giving them food in
abundance. He fills his hands with lightning bolts and hurls each at its target. The
thunder announces his presence; the storm announces his indignant anger. My
heart pounds as I think of this. It trembles within me. Listen carefully to the thunder
of God's voice as it rolls from his mouth.” Israel had been graced with God’s voice,
now we will have to see if they will listen to thunder of God’s voice as it rolled from
his mouth.
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Day Fifty‐One (February 20):
God, in His grace, allowed the Israelites to hear His voice as He spoke to Moses.
Exodus 20:1‐17 tells us what God told the people:
“Then God gave the people all these instructions: “I am the LORD your God, who
rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.
“You must not have any other god but me.
“You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the
heavens or on the earth or in the sea. You must not bow down to them or
worship them, for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate
your affection for any other gods. I lay the sins of the parents upon their
children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth
generations of those who reject me. But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand
generations on those who love me and obey my commands.
“You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let you go
unpunished if you misuse his name.
“Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. You have six days each
week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest
dedicated to the LORD your God. On that day no one in your household may do
any work. This includes you, your sons and daughters, your male and female
servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among you. For in six days
the LORD made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on
the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and
set it apart as holy.
“Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the
LORD your God is giving you.
“You must not murder.
“You must not commit adultery.
“You must not steal.
“You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.
“You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s
wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your
neighbor.””
These instructions that God gave to the people are known as the Ten
Commandments. God’s Word had come to the Israelites to provide them commands
to show how life works best. God had chosen the Israelites to be a holy people that
would be set apart for His service. Through the Ten Commandments, God’s Word
was revealing to the Israelites what He expected as the standard for his holy people.
Let’s see how the Israelites responded when they heard God’s Word. Exodus 20:18‐
24 continues, “When the people heard the thunder and the loud blast of the ram's
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horn, and when they saw the flashes of lightning and the smoke billowing from the
mountain, they stood at a distance, trembling with fear.
And they said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen. But don't let God speak
directly to us, or we will die!" "Don't be afraid," Moses answered them, "for God has
come in this way to test you, and so that your fear of him will keep you from
sinning!"
As the people stood in the distance, Moses approached the dark cloud where God
was. And the LORD said to Moses, "Say this to the people of Israel: You saw for
yourselves that I spoke to you from heaven. Remember, you must not make any
idols of silver or gold to rival me. "Build for me an altar made of earth, and offer your
sacrifices to me‐‐your burnt offerings and peace offerings, your sheep and goats, and
your cattle. Build my altar wherever I cause my name to be remembered, and I will
come to you and bless you.”
The Israelites, upon hearing God speak from heaven, were terrified. Moses
explained that God had shown Himself to them in this way so that their holy fear of
Him would prevent them from sinning. When Moses approached the dark cloud
where God was, the LORD gave another reminder of what He had told the people:
they must not make any idols of silver or gold to rival Him. Additionally, the LORD
commanded that they build an altar to Him where they could bring their sacrifices.
The LORD had given His Word – He had given the Israelites the Ten
Commandments, the first two of which revealed how important it was for his people
to serve Him only. They were not to give glory to another – God alone deserved the
glory and His people were to be a people set apart for His glory.
When the LORD finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, the Bible tells us that
“He gave him the two stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant, written
by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18). Today’s symbol is a picture of Moses with the
two stone tablets representing God’s Word that had been given to the Israelites. The
Israelites have now heard God speak. They have been given His Word directly. Will
they obey?
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Day Fifty‐Two (February 21):
Yesterday we learned that the Israelites had been given God’s Word in the form of
the Ten Commandments. We learned how much emphasis God had put on ensuring
the Israelites did not have any other gods besides Him. God specifically commanded
(more than once) that the Israelites not make any idols as He told them He was “a
jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods.”
In Exodus 32:1‐6 we learn what happened immediately after the LORD gave Moses
the two stone tablets with the terms of the covenant:
“When the people saw how long it was taking Moses to come back down the
mountain, they gathered around Aaron. "Come on," they said, "make us some gods
who can lead us. We don't know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought
us here from the land of Egypt."
So Aaron said, "Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and
daughters, and bring them to me."
All the people took the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron.
Then Aaron took the gold, melted it down, and molded it into the shape of a calf.
When the people saw it, they exclaimed, "O Israel, these are the gods who brought
you out of the land of Egypt!"
Aaron saw how excited the people were, so he built an altar in front of the calf. Then
he announced, "Tomorrow will be a festival to the LORD!"
The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace
offerings. After this, they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in
pagan revelry.”
Oh, Israel! It is so easy for us to look upon your actions and think to ourselves how
foolish you were. God had just provided you His word, and Moses had not even
made it down the mountain with the inscribed stone tablets, and you, as a people,
have already turned aside and made yourself an idol of gold in complete rebellion of
God’s commandments!
However, before we stop and condemn your foolishness, we have to remember that,
though we may not carve for ourselves golden idols, we, as a people today, still
struggle with placing other “gods” before the one true God. Though the object of our
affections may not be the same, we still struggle with directing our affection to the
right source – the only God deserving of our affection. We struggle with idols such as
money, attention, family, work, material goods, and power, just to name a few. Our
hearts are idol factories, and it is a daily struggle to ensure God is number one in our
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life. Yet, it is a matter of life and death. God notices who or what we are serving and
has warned that He is a jealous God. The Israelites’ actions did not go unnoticed.
Let’s read what happened in Exodus 32:7‐9:
“The LORD told Moses, "Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you
brought from the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. How quickly they have
turned away from the way I commanded them to live! They have melted down gold
and made a calf, and they have bowed down and sacrificed to it. They are saying,
'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.'" Then the
LORD said, "I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are.””
The Israelites were no longer repentant. They were no longer turned towards God,
and had turned away from the way the LORD had commanded them to live. The
LORD called them “stubborn” and this is the same word that was used in Exodus 7:3
to describe Pharaoh.
How quickly the Israelites forgot their fear of the mighty God! How quickly the
Israelites turned away from the One they had personally seen bring destruction
upon the stubborn Egyptians. How quickly the Israelites had allowed themselves to
become unrepentant.
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of the golden calf the Israelites made and began
to worship) next to our other symbols for repentance. This symbol will serve as a
warning to remind us that God’s judgment rains down upon those who are not
repentant. Exodus 32:10 tells us that the Lord said, “Now leave me alone so my fierce
anger can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then I will make you, Moses,
into a great nation."
It is no small thing to rebel against the living God. His wrath burns against those
who do not turn to Him in repentance and faith. Tomorrow we’ll learn what
happens to the stubborn Israelites, but for today let’s meditate on the importance of
repentance. Don’t forget those memory verses!
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Day Fifty‐Three (February 22):
Yesterday we saw that, unfortunately, the Israelites were not repentant and had
turned from God. The LORD told Moses that, as a result, he would destroy them.
Let’s see what Moses says in Exodus 32:11‐15:
“But Moses tried to pacify the LORD his God. "O LORD!" he said. "Why are you so
angry with your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such
great power and such a strong hand?
Why let the Egyptians say, 'Their God rescued them with the evil intention of
slaughtering them in the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth'?
Turn away from your fierce anger. Change your mind about this terrible disaster
you have threatened against your people!
Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You bound yourself with an
oath to them, saying, 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of
heaven. And I will give them all of this land that I have promised to your
descendants, and they will possess it forever.'"
So the LORD changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to
bring on his people.
Then Moses turned and went down the mountain. He held in his hands the two
stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant. They were inscribed on both
sides, front and back.”
Exodus 32:19‐20 continues, “When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf
and the dancing, and he burned with anger. He threw the stone tablets to the
ground, smashing them at the foot of the mountain.
He took the calf they had made and burned it. Then he ground it into powder, threw
it into the water, and forced the people to drink it.”
Then, Exodus 32:25‐29 states, “Moses saw that Aaron had let the people get
completely out of control, much to the amusement of their enemies. So he stood at
the entrance to the camp and shouted, "All of you who are on the LORD's side, come
here and join me." And all the Levites gathered around him. Moses told them, "This
is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Each of you, take your swords and go back
and forth from one end of the camp to the other. Kill everyone‐‐even your brothers,
friends, and neighbors." The Levites obeyed Moses' command, and about 3,000
people died that day. Then Moses told the Levites, "Today you have ordained
yourselves for the service of the LORD, for you obeyed him even though it meant
killing your own sons and brothers. Today you have earned a blessing."
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Many of the Israelites had sinned greatly and were unrepentant. Because of their
stubbornness and hard hearts, like Pharaoh, they deserved God’s wrath and
punishment. Moses, however, demonstrated faith that God would keep his promise
to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and that he would not destroy all
the people. Moses asked who was on the LORD’s side and when all of the Levites
gathered around him, he commanded that they kill everyone – even their brothers,
friends, and neighbors. Then, the Bible tells us that the Levites obeyed Moses’
command and about 3,000 people died that day. Moses had shown his faith in God,
but there was a group of Israelites, the Levites, who demonstrated their faith as well.
Can you imagine how hard it must have been to act out their faith in the LORD by
killing their brothers, friends, and neighbors?
God still intended to use the nation of Israel – his chosen people, his chosen nation –
to witness to the Earth, but they needed to remain set apart from the ways of the
world. The Israelites who were utterly rebellious and unrepentant needed to be
purged to prevent further corruption of God’s people. God used the faithful in the
wilderness to purge the faithless from His people.
However, the 3,000 Israelites that died that day would, in a sense, be replaced in the
New Testament after the Messiah had come. Acts 2:40‐41 tells us “Then Peter
continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save
yourselves from this crooked generation!” Those who believed what Peter said were
baptized and added to the church that day – about 3,000 in all.”
The number of Israelites who were destroyed and cut off from their people due to
their lack of faith in Exodus was 3,000. The number of Israelites who were saved
and added to the family of God because of their faith in the book of Acts was 3,000.
There is no coincidence with God. He has a purpose and a plan for everything.
Despite the fact that many of the Israelites were unrepentant, Moses still had faith in
God, and the Levites still had faith in God. The 3,000 Israelites that did not have faith
in the Old Testament and were destroyed would one day be replaced by 3,000
Israelites in the New Testament who placed their faith in God’s Son, Jesus Christ
during Pentacost. Let’s place today’s symbol next to out other symbols for faith:
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Day Fifty‐Four (February 23):
The day after the Levites demonstrated their faith, Moses said to the rest of the
Israelites who remained, “You have committed a terrible sin, but I will go back up to
the LORD on the mountain. Perhaps I will be able to obtain forgiveness for your
sins.” (Exodus 32:30).
Exodus 32:31‐35 continues: “So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Oh, what a
terrible sin these people have committed. They have made gods of gold for
themselves. But now, if you will only forgive their sin—but if not, erase my name
from the record you have written!”
But the Lord replied to Moses, “No, I will erase the name of everyone who has
sinned against me. Now go, lead the people to the place I told you about. Look! My
angel will lead the way before you. And when I come to call the people to account, I
will certainly hold them responsible for their sins.”
Then the Lord sent a great plague upon the people because they had worshiped the
calf Aaron had made.”
The Lord told Moses he would punish those who had sinned against him. At the
beginning of Exodus 33 the LORD told Moses that He would not personally travel
with them, but would send his angel instead. Because the Israelites were such a
stubborn and rebellious people, the LORD said he would destroy them if he travelled
with them.
At this point, Moses intercedes once again for the Israelites and the following is
recorded in Exodus 33:12‐19:
“One day Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to
the Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have
told me, ‘I know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’ If it is true that you look
favorably on me, let me know your ways so I may understand you more fully and
continue to enjoy your favor. And remember that this nation is your very own
people.”
The Lord replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—
everything will be fine for you.”
Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place.
How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—
if you don’t go with us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart
from all other people on the earth.”
The Lord replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look
favorably on you, and I know you by name.”
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Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.”
The Lord replied, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my
name, Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show
compassion to anyone I choose. But you may not look directly at my face, for no one
may see me and live.” The Lord continued, “Look, stand near me on this rock. As my
glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in the crevice of the rock and cover you
with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and let you see me
from behind. But my face will not be seen.”
God, in His grace, was going to show Moses his glorious presence. God, in His grace,
was going to allow his goodness to pass before Moses. God, in His grace, was going
to hide Moses in the crevice of a rock and cover him with his hand when his glorious
presence passed by. So much of this passage points to an even greater grace that
God wanted to foreshadow – the gift of His Son, Jesus.
Just as Moses interceded for the Israelites, Jesus intercedes for the believers. Just as
God said that he knew Moses by name, Jesus says that he knows the names of the
believers. In John 10:14‐15 Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and
they know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down
my life for the sheep.”
Just as God protected Moses in the crevice of a rock, we are protected from God’s
glorious goodness and presence (which includes his wrath against all
unrighteousness) when we stand on the Rock of Christ. Jesus is our Rock, our stone
upon which to stand. Isaiah 28:16 tells us: “Therefore thus says the LORD God,
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the
foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”
What great grace God gave to Moses in showing him a glimpse of His presence. What
great grace God gave to us in the form of our Savior. Let’s place today’s symbol (a
picture of God’s handing protecting Moses in the presence of the rock, while his
glory is displayed around the rock) next to our other symbols for God’s grace:
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Day Fifty‐Five (February 24):
Moses had been graced with the glory of God. Now, reassured with the gift of God’s
grace, Moses set about completing the purpose for which God had ordained him.
Exodus 34:1 tells us, “Now the Lord said to Moses, “Cut out for yourself two stone
tablets like the former ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on
the former tablets which you shattered.”
Exodus 34:10‐17 continues, “Then God said, “Behold, I am going to make a covenant.
Before all your people I will perform miracles which have not been produced in all
the earth nor among any of the nations; and all the people among whom you live
will see the working of the Lord, for it is a fearful thing that I am going to perform
with you.
Be sure to observe what I am commanding you this day: behold, I am going to drive
out the Amorite before you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite
and the Jebusite. Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of
the land into which you are going, or it will become a snare in your midst. But
rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut down
their Asherim —for you shall not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name
is Jealous, is a jealous God— otherwise you might make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot with their gods and sacrifice
to their gods, and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice, and you might
take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters might play the harlot
with their gods and cause your sons also to play the harlot with their gods. You shall
make for yourself no molten gods.”
Exodus 34:18‐26 continues to list various commands from the Lord, and then
Exodus 34:27‐33 reveals, “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words,
for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.” So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did not eat
bread or drink water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the
Ten Commandments.
It came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets
of the testimony were in Moses’ hand as he was coming down from the mountain),
that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with
Him. So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face
shone, and they were afraid to come near him. Then Moses called to them, and
Aaron and all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to
them. Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he commanded them to do
everything that the Lord had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had
finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.”
Moses was graced with God’s presence and goodness, and now, for the second time,
He was given God’s word to reveal to the Israelites. This time, when he came down
from Mount Sinai, we learn an interesting detail. God’s Word literally caused the
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skin of Moses’s face to shine before the people.
Many years later, in the New Testament, there is mention of someone else whose
face shone like the sun. Matthew 17:1‐5 tells us that, “Six days later Jesus took Peter
and the two brothers, James and John, and led them up a high mountain to be alone.
As the men watched, Jesus' appearance was transformed so that his face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became as white as light. Suddenly, Moses and Elijah
appeared and began talking with Jesus. Peter exclaimed, "Lord, it's wonderful for us
to be here! If you want, I'll make three shelters as memorials‐‐one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah." But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them,
and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great
joy. Listen to him."
Moses was meant to be a foreshadowing of Jesus. Moses represented the Law – the
Ten Commandments – given to God’s people. Elijah was a great prophet in the Old
Testament, and he represented the prophecies concerning the Messiah. Jesus Christ
was the fulfillment of both the law and the prophecies. Jesus Christ was God’s Word
being fulfilled. Jesus Christ was God’s Living Word, and, in the New Testament when
Moses appeared with Jesus on the mountain, God commanded the witnesses to
listen to God’s Living Word.
Do you see the importance of God’s Word? Do you understand how important it is to
listen to Jesus and follow His commands? Eventually, Moses died and was buried,
but we are told that He came back to a mountain and made an appearance with
Jesus in the New Testament. Even this is a foreshadowing of what Jesus will do. We
know that Jesus died and was buried and resurrected, but one day He will come
back to His holy mountain as well. He will come back for His people, His followers.
In Revelation 1:16‐18 reveals, “And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance.
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me
and said, "Don't be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but
look‐‐I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.”
Praise God for His Living Word, and for the glory that comes from hearing His Word.
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of Moses’s face shining like the sun) next to our
other symbols for God’s Word:
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Day Fifty‐Six (February 25):
Yesterday we learned that Moses received the Ten Commandments from God yet a
second time. In addition to the Ten Commandments, God also gave Moses other
instructions, one of which is detailed in Exodus 35:4‐9:
“Moses spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “This is the thing
which the Lord has commanded, saying, ‘Take from among you a contribution to the
Lord; whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as the Lord’s contribution: gold,
silver, and bronze, and blue, purple and scarlet material, fine linen, goats’ hair, and
rams’ skins dyed red, and porpoise skins, and acacia wood, and oil for lighting, and
spices for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense, and onyx stones and setting
stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece.”
Why would the Lord ask such specific items of the Israelites? Let’s look at this list of
items – clearly these are luxury goods: gold, silver, bronze, oil, incense, etc. After the
incident with the golden calf the Lord had commanded the Israelites to take off their
ornaments – their fine goods. Exodus 33:5‐6 details, “For the Lord had said to
Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff‐necked people. If I were to go with you
even for a moment, I might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will
decide what to do with you.’” So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount
Horeb.”
Now, the Lord has plans for a tabernacle. The Israelites had sinned and melted down
their gold to make a golden calf – an idol, a false god. God now requested their fine
goods for a tabernacle to Himself, the one true living God. The Israelites had
willingly given of their gold to make an idol, so rather than force the Israelites to
offer their fine goods, the Lord offered them an opportunity to demonstrate willing
hearts that wanted to turn from themselves and turn towards God. Let’s read what
happened in Exodus 35:20‐29:
“Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel departed from Moses’
presence. Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved him
came and brought the Lord’s contribution for the work of the tent of meeting and for
all its service and for the holy garments. Then all whose hearts moved them, both
men and women, came and brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and
bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every man who presented an offering of gold to
the Lord. Every man, who had in his possession blue and purple and scarlet material
and fine linen and goats’ hair and rams’ skins dyed red and porpoise skins, brought
them. Everyone who could make a contribution of silver and bronze brought the
Lord’s contribution; and every man who had in his possession acacia wood for any
work of the service brought it. All the skilled women spun with their hands, and
brought what they had spun, in blue and purple and scarlet material and in fine
linen. All the women whose heart stirred with a skill spun the goats’ hair. The rulers
brought the onyx stones and the stones for setting for the ephod and for the

© 2016 Shepherd My Child www.shepherdmychild.com www.facebook.com/ShepherdMyChild

breastpiece; and the spice and the oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for
the fragrant incense. The Israelites, all the men and women, whose heart moved
them to bring material for all the work, which the Lord had commanded through
Moses to be done, brought a freewill offering to the Lord.”
Additionally, we continue to read in Exodus 36:3‐7 the following, “Moses gave them
the materials donated by the people of Israel as sacred offerings for the completion
of the sanctuary. But the people continued to bring additional gifts each morning.
Finally the craftsmen who were working on the sanctuary left their work. They went
to Moses and reported, "The people have given more than enough materials to
complete the job the LORD has commanded us to do!" So Moses gave the command,
and this message was sent throughout the camp: "Men and women, don't prepare
any more gifts for the sanctuary. We have enough!" So the people stopped bringing
their sacred offerings. Their contributions were more than enough to complete the
whole project.”
God gave the Israelites an opportunity to freely come back to Himself, and it appears
that many of them did. Many Israelites showed remorse over their foolishness in
creating a false god, and freely turned in repentance to the one true God. In fact, they
kept offering to God so freely that Moses had to actually stop them from bringing
additional gifts to the sanctuary! In repentance, they must have realized their fine
goods belonged to God alone. He alone had brought them from Egypt and allowed
the Egyptians to gift them with material goods. He alone was worthy of the glory of
the fine goods. The Israelites stripped themselves of their ornaments and offered
them to the only one worthy of their use. The Israelites turned away from
themselves and turned towards El Shaddai – God Almighty who had made His name
known – Yahweh: The Lord Saves.
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of the Israelites offering their fine goods to
Moses, who is holding out his hand to stop them from giving any more) next to our
other symbols for repentance.
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Day Fifty‐Seven (February 26):
Many of the Israelites have displayed signs of repentance as they brought freewill
offerings for the Lord’s sanctuary. As we learned earlier this year, repentance and
faith can be viewed as two sides of the same coin. We know that the Israelites are
repentant and remorseful for creating a false god, but what exactly were the
Israelites putting their faith in as they brought their offerings for the tabernacle in
the wilderness?
I’d like to suggest that the Israelites, in bringing their offerings for the God’s
sanctuary, were demonstrating their faith that God was going to be with them and
dwell among them. In fact, this is the very thing for which Moses had petitioned
from God after the Israelites sinned. Moses argued the necessity of God’s presence
with Israel because he reasoned that the one thing that distinguished the Israelites
from everyone else was the presence of God in their midst. In Exodus 33:16 Moses
remarked, “How will anyone know that you look favorably on me‐‐on me and on
your people‐‐if you don't go with us? For your presence among us sets your people
and me apart from all other people on the earth."
God’s response is found in Exodus 33:17: “The LORD replied to Moses, "I will indeed
do what you have asked, for I look favorably on you, and I know you by name."
Do you remember why the Israelites created a false god in the first place? They
claimed that didn’t know what had happened to Moses because he was taking so
long to come down the mountain. They wanted visual representations of gods who
would lead them. They wanted visual assurance that God was with them.
God’s answer to this rebellious people was a tabernacle. He intended to have them
create a sanctuary where He would dwell in their midst. The tabernacle in the
wilderness was to be a visual representation of God’s presence among the Israelites.
Moses had faith when he petitioned God that He would not withdraw His presence
from the His people. The Israelites, in bringing the freewill offerings for the
construction of the tabernacle, had faith that God would dwell among and be their
God. This time, the repentant Israelites not only recognized God as El Shaddai who
was powerful enough to deliver them from their enemies, but also as the God who
would dwell in their midst.
As with many things in the Bible, the tabernacle in the wilderness was meant to
point toward something greater. God’s presence with His people through the
tabernacle was meant to point to someone who represented God’s presence with His
people. That someone is written about in Matthew 1:23, “Look! The virgin will
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which
means 'God is with us.'”
The virgin listed above was Mary, the mother of Jesus, the author of
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Moses and the Israelites had faith that God would be with them. As they constructed
the tabernacle in the wilderness, they had faith that God would dwell in the
tabernacle. But the tabernacle in the wilderness was no comparison to the
tabernacle God had in store for those who have faith in Him. The word tabernacle
means “tent,” “place of dwelling,” or “sanctuary.” While the definitions “tent” and
“place of dwelling” are pretty self‐explanatory, the definition “sanctuary” made need
more clarification. Sanctuary can mean several things. A sanctuary could be a place
of refuge or safety, or it could be a holy place. God’s “place of dwelling” in the
wilderness was the tabernacle. It was a holy place. Likewise, the tabernacle to come
was also holy – the person of Jesus was the only one holy enough to pay for our sins.
The tabernacle of Jesus, who was Immanuel “God with us,” was a sanctuary, a place
of refuge and safety.
In speaking of the coming Messiah (Jesus), Isaiah 57:15 states, “For thus says the
high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and
holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit
of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”” Jesus Himself stated this
concept when he commanded in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Jesus is the sanctuary for all who put their faith in Him. In the Old Testament, and
under the Old Covenant, God dwelt with His people in the tabernacle. In the New
Testament and under the New Covenant, we discover that God dwells among us. It’s
time to learn another memory verse: “So the Word became human and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his
glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son.” – John 1:14
Let’s place today’s symbol (the tabernacle in the wilderness) beside our other
symbols for faith. The Israelites had faith that God would dwell among them, and the
believers of Jesus who put their faith in Him know that He is the true tabernacle.
Jesus is “God with us.” The book of Revelation describes what will happen when
Jesus comes back for His believers, His people, and at that time it is prophesied that
there will be “no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.” Jesus, the Lamb. Jesus, the Tabernacle. Jesus, God with Us. Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith (from Hebrews 12:2). He is faithful, put your faith in Him
today!
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Day Fifty‐Eight (February 27):
Yesterday we discussed that the Israelites, in constructing the tabernacle, had faith
that God would be dwelling among them. Today, we’ll see that God’s specific
instructions regarding the Tabernacle served as a glorious display of His grace.
The descriptions of the Tabernacle in the Old Testament are quite lengthy. Over 50
chapters from the Old Testament are provided for the tabernacle. God must have
had a reason for spending so much time describing the construction of the
Tabernacle. The first reason, as we learned yesterday, was that the tabernacle was
where God had fellowship with Israel (“And let them construct a sanctuary for me
that I may dwell among them.” – Exodus 25:8). I believe the second reason for this is
that God, in His grace, was providing the Israelites a clue about a future Tabernacle,
His Son, Jesus. Hebrews 8:5 states, “Who serve a copy and shadow of heavenly
things just as Moses is warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle;
for ‘See,’ He says, ‘That you make all things according to the pattern which was
shown you on the mountain.””
God, in His grace, gave the order for the arrangement of the tabernacle furniture in
Exodus 40:20‐38. There were seven pieces of furniture: the altar of sacrifice, the
laver of washing, the golden lampstand, the golden table of showbread, the golden
altar of incense, the golden ark, and the mercy seat. If you were to trace a line
around their divine order, you would see the outline of a cross (see today’s symbol
for an example). In our symbol, the sixth piece of furniture (the ark) and the seventh
piece (the mercy seat) are combined as they formed one piece of furniture.
Hebrews 9:10‐11 notes, when discussing the Tabernacle that “For that old system
deals only with food and drink and various cleansing ceremonies‐‐physical
regulations that were in effect only until a better system could be established. So
Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that have come. He
has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made
by human hands and is not part of this created world.” The old Tabernacle was
simply a “shadow of good things to come,” all of which involved Jesus Christ.
Therefore, each piece of furniture in the Tabernacle pointed towards the salvation of
Jesus. The first piece of furniture, the brazen altar, was where the blood sacrifices of
clean lambs and goats would be offered in the heat of fire unto God for atonement
(the covering and forgiveness of sins) (Exodus 27:1‐8, Leviticus 17:11). The altar
was a reminder that sin must be dealt with by God’s ordained priest. This brazen
altar pointed to Jesus, the Son of God, who sacrificed His sinless blood on the cross
on behalf of sinners and was then resurrected as the High Priest.
The second piece of furniture was the washing basin for the priests called the laver.
Daily, the priests had to wash their hands and feet before they entered the sanctuary
to serve. In the New Testament we learn that after a new believer has put their faith
in Christ and been forgiven of their sin by Jesus’s sacrifice, he or she receives the
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“living water” of the Holy Spirit. One purpose of the Spirit is to renew our minds in
order that we can serve God acceptably. The Bible also teaches of the “washing of
water by the word” whereby Christians learn from God’s Word (the Bible) and this
knowledge cleanses them from wrong thinking so that their service is acceptable to
God. It’s important to note that the God did not put the laver first. God does not say
we must live clean and then He will forgive us and make us right. Instead, In His
great grace, God put the altar first. He forgives us through Christ’s sacrifice and then
gives the power of the Spirit to help believers cleanse themselves before Him.
The third piece of furniture was the golden lampstand. It was shaped like an almond
tree with six branches and a trunk that together would hold seven bowls filled with
olive oil to provide light. Jesus stated that He was the “light of the world” (John
8:12). The six branches remind us of man (who was created on the 6th day). The
seven lamps remind us of God’s perfect number (God rested on the 7th day because
all things were completed and good). Jesus was both fully man and fully God.
The golden table of showbread held twelve loaves of bread. During the week, the
bread was to be displayed before God and on the Sabbath day the priests would eat
it. Through the golden table, God and man shared fellowship over the same bread.
We read of the “Lord’s table” in the New Testament where the believer breaks the
bread and eats it in the fellowship of the body of Christ (1Corinthians 10:16‐21).
God and man share fellowship over the sacrifice of Jesus, whose death was pleasing
to the Father as an offering for our sin and whose death is precious to believers as
the means by which they are forgiven and know God’s love (Romans 5:8).
The golden altar represented incense made from a God‐prescribed formula, which
sent out a rich fragrant smoke when the priest lit it at morning and evening. Incense
pictures prayers to God (Psalm 141:2, Revelation 5:8, 8:3). When one prays in the
name of God’s priest (Lord Jesus) there is power and it is a pleasing aroma to God.
As you can see with the first five pieces of furniture, God, in His lavish grace, has
begun to paint a picture of redemption. He has commanded that His tabernacle be
furnished with specific items that will foreshadow His Son, Jesus. We will learn more
about the last two pieces of furniture tomorrow, and see how, in addition, to
showing God’s grace, they also represent God’s Word. For today, however, it is clear
from our symbol that God’s tabernacle furnishings are a reminder of the grace He
gave us through the cross:
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Day Fifty‐Nine (February 28):
Yesterday we learned about the first five pieces of furniture in the tabernacle. Today
we are going to learn about the last two pieces of furniture – the Ark of the Covenant
and its special lid, the Mercy Seat. Through our studies we will see how these last
two pieces of furniture represent God’s Word to mankind.
The holiest place within the Tabernacle was called “the holiest of holies” and it was
the portion of the Tabernacle that contained the Ark of the Covenant, covered with a
lid known as the Mercy Seat. The “holiest of holies” was where God’s presence
resided and where He talked with Moses (Exodus 25:22). There was a veil blocking
the way so that others could not enter in. Hebrews 9:3‐4 tells us that the Ark of the
Covenant contained three things. Let’s see what it states, “Then there was a curtain,
and behind the curtain was the second room called the Most Holy Place. In that
room were a gold incense altar and a wooden chest called the Ark of the Covenant,
which was covered with gold on all sides. Inside the Ark were a gold jar containing
manna, Aaron's staff that sprouted leaves, and the stone tablets of the covenant.”
Hebrew 9:4 reveals that the Ark held the stone tablets that contained the Ten
Commandments. These Ten Commandments represented God’s Law – His words of
instructions for His people. Another item was a golden pot that contained manna. If
you remember, manna was the food God gave His people – it represented God’s
provision for His people in the wilderness. The final item inside the Ark was Aaron’s
bud that had sprouted with life. Aaron was the first high priest for the Israelites, as
God had appointed him to serve as a mediator and intercessor for the people.
Now, how do these three items within the Ark represent God’s Word? Well, the Ten
Commandments were God’s Word and law given to the people. As for the manna, it
was the Israelites’ “bread from heaven” that was meant to sustain them, but Moses
warned them in Deuteronomy that the manna alone was not sufficient. He declared
in Deuteronomy 8:3 that the Lord had “humbled you by letting you go hungry and
then feeding you with manna, a food previously unknown to you and your ancestors.
He did it to teach you that people do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every
word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” Keeping this in mind, let’s see what
Jesus said about this bread in John 6:32‐35: “Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, Moses
didn’t give you bread from heaven. My Father did. And now He offers you the true
bread from heaven. The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.” “Sir,” they said, “give us that bread every day.” Jesus
replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again.
Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
The pot of manna was meant to represent God’s provision for His people. But God’s
provision for His people was not simply physical, but spiritual provision. The
physical “bread from heaven” (manna) pointed to the spiritual bread from heaven –
God’s Word. Jesus was the physical representation of God’s Word while He was on
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earth. Today, God’s Word is given to us through the pages of Scripture, the Bible.
The Ten Commandments represented God’s Word that directs us through His Law.
The manna represented God’s Word that provides for and sustains us. What did
Aaron’s budded rod represent? As the first high priest, Aaron was responsible for
mediating for the Israelites. The Israelites were sinful as judged by God’s Word, so
the high priest offered sacrifices to atone for their sins. The acts of the high priest
provided the Israelites hope as their purpose was to cover for the sins against God’s
Word. In the New Testament, we read about another High Priest. Hebrews 4:12‐16
states, “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest
two‐edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. Nothing in all creation is hidden from
God. Everything is naked and exposed before His eyes, and He is the one to whom
we are accountable. So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest
of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet
he did not sin. So, let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will
receive His mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”
This brings us to the Mercy Seat. Once a year, the high priest went in with sacrificial
blood from the brazen altar to sprinkle it on the mercy seat in order to obtain
forgiveness for the sins of the Israelites. The mercy seat reveals that, even though
we are unable to adequately follow God’s Word, there is mercy with God. The
sacrifice of Christ is God’s mercy seat. Hebrews 9:12 says that “Neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.”
Do you remember the veil that separated the Ark and the Mercy seat from the rest of
the tabernacle? After Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, the veil was torn. The presence
of God’s Word was no longer limited to a high priest. The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and His sacrifice and role as our High Priest provides us direct
access to God the Father. Today’s symbol shows the veil that was torn revealing the
Ark and the Mercy Seat. Christ is the fulfillment of God’s law, God provision, and the
promise of new life when we access the Father’s mercy through His atoning sacrifice
on the cross. Christ is the fulfillment of God’s Word. The torn veil means we have
unlimited access to God’s Word – His law (commandments), provision (bread), and
hope of a new life (symbolized by Aaron’s budded rod) through the work of our
High Priest (Jesus Christ) that mediated for us to access God’s mercy (mercy seat).
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Memory verses:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
• “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” – John
3:16
• “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance in what we do
not see.” – Hebrews 11:1
• “Prove by the way that you live that you have repented of your sins and
turned to God.” – Matthew 3:8
• “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” – Romans
10:17
• “For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory
through our faith.” – 1 John 5:4
• “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I may not sin against you.” –
Psalm 119:11
• “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For
you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.”
– Revelation 4:11
• “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.””‐ James 4:6
• “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of
those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them.” –
Romans 8:28
• “So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father's one and only Son.” – John 1:14
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