: “My Soul Magnifies”
A Year of Devotions and Bible Studies for the Family Seeking to Magnify the Lord
by Cammie and Shaan Sancheti
Day Sixty (March 1):
We finished up month two of our
studies by wrapping up the book of
Exodus. Exodus 40, the last chapter of Exodus, describes the setting up of the
Tabernacle, and we concluded our studies of the furniture of the Tabernacle
yesterday. Today, we will move into the third book of the Bible, Leviticus, and see
how the instructions laid out in the first five chapters of the book point to man’s
need for repentance. The Levitical sacrificial system included five distinct offerings
that could be made to the Lord: the burnt offering (Leviticus 1), the meat offering
(Leviticus 2), the peace offering (Leviticus 3), the sin offering (Leviticus 4), and the
trespass offering (Leviticus 5). The animals that could be used for the offerings were
oxen, sheep, goats, pigeons, or turtledoves.
The burnt offering was the only offering that was to be totally consumed on the
altar. None of the meat of the burnt offering was to be consumed by men. A burnt
offering was a voluntary offering of a sweet aroma to the Lord that was indicative of
the person’s entire surrender.
The meat offering was the only offering made without the shedding of blood and
without an animal sacrifice. It was an offering of fine flour, and no animal flesh. Like
the burnt offering, it was a voluntary offering of a sweet aroma to the Lord that was
indicative of a living sacrifice.
The peace offering was the only offering in which the person bringing the offer
could eat of the meat of the sacrifice. It was a voluntary offering of a sweet aroma to
the Lord that indicated fellowship or communion.
The sin offering was not a voluntary offering of a sweet aroma to the Lord, but
rather a required offering that dealt with the sinner and the problem of sin. It
indicated that payment was required for the sinful nature.
Like the sin offering, the trespass offering was not a voluntary offering of a sweet
aroma to the Lord, but a required offering. It dealt with particular sins and indicated
the forgiveness of the committed sins.
The order of the five offerings point to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ:
1. Burnt offering – Jesus surrendered Himself entirely to God and was fully
consumed in His commitment (Phillipians 2:6‐8)
2. Meat offering – Jesus gave Himself as a living sacrifice continually doing the
will of His father (John 4:34)
3. Peace offering ‐ Jesus made peace with God on behalf of man (Ephesians
2:13‐14)
4. Sin offering ‐ Jesus atoned for our fallen, sinful natures on the cross and

satisfied the wrath of God (Isaiah 53:10‐11, Hebrews 9:26)
5. Trespass offering ‐ Jesus paid for our individual sins in His death on the cross
(Hebrews 10:12)
Additionally, the reverse order of the burnt offerings reveals how we approach God
when we come to Him in repentance. For instance:
1. Trespass offering – We realize the guilt of our sins and our need for
forgiveness of these sins in Jesus Christ (1 John 2:2)
2. Sin offering – We need a power that can conquer our sinful natures and make
us right with God (2 Corinthians 5:21)
3. Peace offering – We find that through the cross of Christ He opened with way
for true fellowship with God (1 John 1:3)
4. Meat offering – Through His obedient life, Christ modeled the way for us to
be living sacrifices to God (Romans 12:1)
5. Burnt offering – We find our greatest blessing in being fully consumed in our
commitment to God (Phillipians 2:17).
Through the above, the reverse order of the burnt offerings listed in Leviticus 1‐5,
we see the need for us to turn from ourselves (beginning with the trespass offering)
and turn fully towards God (which is realized when we reach the burnt offering).
The actual order of the burnt offerings detailed in Leviticus 1‐5 shows the reverse –
God turning towards us and coming down to us at an individual level through the
work of Jesus Christ.
What an incredible book the Bible is! Everything written in it is there for a reason. If
we will only take the time to dig deeply into God’s Word and prayerfully search the
Scriptures, God will surely bless our efforts to understand Him and His instructions.
Let’s place today’s symbol (pictures of the various items used in the five sacrifices
outlined in Leviticus 1‐5) beside our other symbols for repentance as we see our
need for repentance and our need for Jesus outlined in the five types of Levitical
sacrifices. Additionally, let’s add another memory verse to our list: “The old system
under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come,
not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again
and again, year after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for
those who came to worship.” – Hebrews 10:1

Day Sixty‐One (March 2):
Yesterday, in learning of the significance of five of the offerings mentioned in the
beginning of Leviticus, we reviewed our need for repentance and our need for a
Savior. Today, I’d like to talk in general terms about the overall theme of Leviticus.
Leviticus is a book of laws. The purpose of Leviticus was to provide instructions and
laws to a sinful, yet redeemed people (the Israelites) in their relationship with a holy
God. The book of Leviticus emphasizes the need for personal holiness in relationship
to a holy God. This idea is captured in God’s commands to the priests, which is
detailed in Leviticus 10:10: “You must distinguish between what is sacred and what
is common, between what is ceremonially unclean and what is clean.” Additionally,
this idea is captured in God’s commands to the Israelites as a nation in Leviticus
20:26: “You must be holy because I, the LORD, am holy. I have set you apart from all
other people to be my very own.” In essence, the theme of Leviticus is holiness.
Today, as we learn about the theme of holiness in Leviticus, I’d like to show how a
call to holiness is a call to faith. Holiness is both something God does for us, and also
something we are to pursue and work out as well. Through sanctification, God
makes his followers more holy. Yet, God commands us to be holy as well. His
commandment leaves no doubt that we are to be active participants in the process
of sanctification. How can we be active participants in the pursuit of holiness?
The answer is faith. When we place our faith in God, we acknowledge are turning
towards Him. We are turning towards Him as the Holy One. We are turning towards
Him as the only one who can justify and sanctify us, or set us apart and make us holy.
The book of Leviticus stresses that holiness was to set the Israelites apart. This
distinctiveness should enable the Israelites, when asked, to testify to their faith in
the living God of Sinai who was unique among all the other false gods who were
worshipped in area. God’s covenant people, the Israelites, were to be set apart and
holy in order to witness to those around them as to the true meaning of holiness and
point to the Holy One, YHWH.
God did not take his commands concerning holiness lightly. Obedience to God’s
instructions for holiness was a demonstration of faith; lack of obedience showed
either irreverence for God or lack of faith. As an example of how important holiness
was for God’s chosen people, we learn in Leviticus that God killed two of Aaron’s
sons when they blatantly disobeyed his commands and offered strange incense on
the altar in the Tabernacle (see Leviticus 10). Aaron’s sons had been consecrated to
serve as priests to the people, yet they violated a holy law of the priesthood. When
they did so, God destroyed them, reminding Israel of the sanctity of His presence.
Moses reiterated this when, after their death, he told Aaron, “This is what the Lord
has said: “Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all people I
will be glorified.” Upon hearing these words, Aaron “held his peace” since, even in
the midst of his grief, he recognized that his sons had committed a grave offense
against Israel’s holy God.

Aaron’s sons did not have a healthy fear, or reverence for God, based on an
understanding of his holiness. In a sense, I would argue that healthy fear, or
reverence, for God is a component of faith since it is born from having knowledge of
who God is. This is stately quite nicely in Proverbs 9:10 which states, “Fear of the
LORD is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in good
judgment.” Fear of God involves not simply trembling before His wrath, but a sense
of reverence and awe because of His glorious holiness. Faith in God involves not
simply turning to Him because we have seen how destitute we are and know we are
deserving of His wrath, but also because we have seen how gloriously merciful He is
in providing us a Savior, Jesus, who was perfectly holy in our place and whose Spirit
will make us more holy as we place our faith in Him. Holiness and faith are
intertwined. It is vital to understand God’s holiness and the importance He places on
holiness in order to have saving faith.
In Leviticus, the Israelites were told to “be holy” because the Lord is holy. This
theme of holiness is not only found in Leviticus, but is woven all throughout
Scripture. Jesus Himself reiterated the commandment to “be holy” in Matthew 5:48
when He stated, “But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.”
While of course it is impossible to be perfect while still dealing with our sinful
natures here on earth, if we place our faith in Jesus, God Has promised He will
continue to sanctify us and conform us to the image of His Son who was perfect. The
key to becoming holy is having faith. Our faith allows us to see God for who He really
is – it allows us to magnify the Lord and dwell on His holiness. The beauty of His
holiness that we see through the eyes of faith draws us closer to Him and causes us
to desire to become more like Him. Through faith, we trust that God will cause us to
become more holy as we “work hard to show the results of…salvation, obeying God
with deep reverence and fear” (from Phillipians 2:12). When we have faith, we obey
God. When we have faith, we revere His holiness. When we have faith, our
obedience will lead us to becoming more holy as we learn to live as He intended and
begin to display more of His character.
As believers, we should use our faith to point others to God’s holiness. As stated in 1
Peter 2:9, “for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God's
very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he
called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.” Let’s place today’s symbol,
the theme of the book of Leviticus, next to our other symbols for faith:

Day Sixty‐Two (March 3):
Yesterday we summarized the book of Leviticus by discussing its theme of holiness
and showing how a call to holiness is a call to faith. Today, let’s follow the Israelites
into the fourth book of the Bible, Numbers, where we can see God’s grace on display.
The book of Numbers was given its name because it begins with the numbering of
the children of Israel (Numbers 1:1‐4:49) and eventually concludes with the
numbering of the children of Israel once more (Numbers 26:1‐65). Both numberings
were completed because God commanded them.
So far, we have journeyed through three books of the Bible. In Genesis, the book of
beginnings, we saw our need for redemption and grace as we discussed various Bible
characters such as Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Judah, and Joseph and
discussed their relationship with God and their roles in the covenant. In Exodus, the
book of deliverance, we see the experience of grace in redemption as we witness the
physical salvation of the nation of Israel at the point in history when they are
delivered from slavery under the Egyptians. In Leviticus, we see that God deals with
us in grace upon the basis of Christ’s finished work of atonement as our Substitute and
Savior. Now, in the book of Numbers, we will see a narrative that uncovers our
struggles as believers in the world, yet assures us that God still continues to deal with
his covenant people in grace upon the basis of Christ’s finished work, not upon the
basis of our experience.
The book of Numbers details most of Israel’s forty years in the wilderness and
describes events that are connected with their wilderness journey. It opens with the
census described in Numbers 1:1‐4: “A year after Israel's departure from Egypt, the
LORD spoke to Moses in the Tabernacle in the wilderness of Sinai. On the first day of
the second month of that year he said, "From the whole community of Israel, record
the names of all the warriors by their clans and families. List all the men twenty
years old or older who are able to go to war. You and Aaron must register the
troops, and you will be assisted by one family leader from each tribe.”
Then, in Numbers 1:45‐46 we are told, “They were registered by families‐‐all the
men of Israel who were twenty years old or older and able to go to war. The total
number was 603,550.”
Here is our first glimpse into the grace on display in the book of Numbers. If you
recall in Genesis, when the family of Israel (or Jacob, who was renamed Israel)
settled in Goshen, there were only seventy male members of the family (see Genesis
46:27). Now, after the exodus from Egypt as the Israelites prepare to head for the
Promised Land, the number of militarily‐abled males amounted to 603,550. As
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God, In His grace, was significantly growing
the Israelites in number.
Since God’s promise to Abraham in the book of Genesis, we have travelled through
two additional books. The book of Exodus covers the timespan of one year, and the
book of Leviticus covers the timespan of one month. At the beginning of the book of

Numbers, it has been a little over a year since the Israelites escaped Egypt. The book
of Numbers will cover a little over 38 years of the Israelites’ history – the history of
God’s people in the wilderness. In the book of Numbers, we will see the great grace
of God on display as the Israelites journey to the Promised Land.
Promised Land people are very different from people held in slavery. The Israelites
escaped from Egypt as a slave people who were unsuited for the Promised Land.
God needed to transform them into Promised Land people. He was going to give the
Israelites a wilderness experience in order to refine and sanctify them as He
prepared them for the Promised Land.
As slaves in Goshen, the Israelites were forced into obedience by their masters.
Their slavery had been cruel and difficult, but they were free from the necessity of
thought and arrangement. They simply did what they were told as they had no other
choice. Having escaped from slavery, the Israelites assumed that their freedom
meant escape from rule. They had been taught in their year of encampment under
the shadow of the mountain that they had to submit to God’s law, and it was
inconvenient and irksome to them. They became discontented because they did not
have perfect confidence in God. They started lacking faith and displaying signs of
unbelief. As we will learn over the next few days, the book of Numbers is a book of
God’s grace in dealing with a people who exhibit their unbelief.
The start of the book of Numbers is the beginning of God’s display of grace. God
commanded the Israelites to take a census because he wanted them to have an
inventory of where they were so they would be able to see how God would get them
to where they needed to be. They would receive the Promised Land by the hand of
God, but God still intended for them to fight for it and needed them to know what
they had available for as they prepared for the battle. As the census was taken,
everyone would be aware that they were preparing for war.
In his grace, God was allowing the Israelites to take inventory and see where they
were. The Israelites were preparing for both physical and spiritual battles in the
wilderness, and God needed them to understand where they were so they would
appreciate where He was taking them. He had already brought the Israelites so far –
He had delivered them from slavery and multiplied their numbers exceedingly, but
God was not done. God, in His grace, was going to transform them into Promised
Land people. Let’s place today’s symbol next to our other symbols for grace.

Day Sixty‐Three (March 4):
Before we begin with today’s passage, it’s important to note that, when God
delivered the Israelites from Egypt, He set apart all the firstborn males and animals
of the Israelites for Himself (Exodus 13:2). In Numbers 3 (today’s passage), we see
God’s Word come to Moses and announce the following about the rule of the
firstborn: “The Lord also said to Moses, “I have taken the Levites from among the
Israelites in place of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites
are mine, for all the firstborn are mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in
Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether human or animal.
They are to be mine. I am the LORD.” The Lord said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai,
“Count the Levites by their families and clans. Count every male a month old or
more.” So Moses counted them as he was commanded by the word of the Lord.”
(Numbers 3:11‐16)
Numbers 3:39 continues, “The total number of Levites counted at the LORD’s
command by Moses and Aaron according to their clans, including every male a
month or more, was 22,000. The Lord said to Moses, “Count all the firstborn
Israelite males who are a month old or more and make a list of their names. Take the
Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and the livestock of the
Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock of the Israelites. I am the LORD.”
So Moses counted all the firstborn Israelites as the Lord commanded him. The total
number of the firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 22,273. The
Lord also said to Moses, “Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and
the livestock of the Levites in place of their livestock. The Levites are to be mine. I
am the LORD. To redeem the 273 Israelites who exceed the number of Levites,
collect five shekels for each one, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs
twenty gerahs. Give the money for the redemption of the additional Israelites to
Aaron and his sons.” So Moses collected the redemption money from those who
exceeded the number redeemed by the Israelites. From the firstborn of the Israelites
he collected silver weighing 1,365 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel. Moses
gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, as he was commanded by the
word of the Lord.” (Numbers 3:39‐51)
Now, the word of the Lord came to Moses with some seemingly strange commands.
Why was God so intent on commanding that the Levites substitute for the firstborn
Israelites? Why was it so necessary for redemption money to be exchanged for the
number of the firstborn Israelites who outnumbered the Levites?
I think there are a few things that God wanted the Israelites to understand. First, I
think that God’s word, His commands, were meant to show the Israelites God’s
willingness to accept a substitute in place of the firstborn. Second, I think His
commands were meant to show the Israelites how costly redemption is. God’s initial
instruction in Exodus was that all of the Israelite firstborn males were to be set
apart to Him, which meant they had to be redeemed (or purchased back) by the
parents. Every firstborn male required the Israelites to offer 5 shekels to God.
However, God’s word to Moses did something incredibly unique – his new command

in the book of Numbers that the Levites take the place of the firstborn Israelite
males released 22,000 Israelites of their liability to God. Even though the Lord had
commanded that these 22,000 males were to be redeemed, the Lord accepted the
lives of the 22,000 Levites as payment in full towards his claim to the ownership of
the firstborn son. This huge liability the Israelites owed God was reduced to a mere
1,365 shekels – the amount required for the 273 firstborn male Israelites that
exceeded the number of Levites. Redemption was costly. Payment was still required,
but God, through His word, was letting the Israelites know He would accept a
substitute. Why was this command so important? What was God hinting at?
I think God was pointing to another substitute, another firstborn – His firstborn,
Jesus. Jesus redeemed sinners from the debt of sin. God accepted Jesus’s life in place
of the lives of sinners as Jesus’s death satisfied the debt of sinners by paying the
price of our redemption!
Yet, there is one very important thing to point out. The substitution of the Levites
redeemed most of the firstborn Israelites, but there were still 273 for which the
redemption price was required. Unlike the redemption the Levites provided for the
firstborn Israelites, Jesus’s sacrifice was sufficient to pay for the sins of all mankind.
However, not everyone will accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, and for those people,
the redemption price is still required. If sinners refuse to come to Jesus, the debt of
sin must still be paid, and it is a debt that is too costly for any of us to pay. Our debt
is not a monetary debt of 5 shekels. The Bible tells us that “the wages of sin is
death.” One Psalmist wrote the following, “No one can redeem the life of another or
give to God a ransom for them – the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever
enough – so that they should live on forever and not see decay.” (Psalm 49:7‐9)
However, while no mortal man could redeem the life of another – there was one –
part man and part God, who could: Jesus. Jesus knew no sin and was an appropriate
substitute to pay our debt and offer us everlasting life if we trust in Him. “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
God’s Word to Moses was pointing to His great plan of redemption. And this plan of
redemption is so magnificent that we should all be exclaiming, like Mary, “My soul
magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God My Savior, or he has looked on the
humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name!”

Day Sixty‐Four (March 5):
Yesterday, we studied how God’s word to Moses and the Israelites in Numbers 3.
Today, as we continue through the book of Numbers, we are going to see a picture of
what repentance looks like. In Numbers 6, God tells Moses to speak to the Israelites
and let them know they may make an optional vow, or dedication to the Lord, as a
Nazarite. If they chose to do so, there were certain rules that needed to be followed:
“They must abstain from wine and other fermented drink and must not drink
vinegar made from wine or other fermented drink. They must not drink grape juice
or eat grapes or raisins. As long as they remain under their Nazarite vow, they must
not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins. During
the entire period of their Nazarite vow, no razor may be used on their head. They
must be holy until the period of their dedication to the LORD is over; they must let
their hair grow long. Throughout the period of their dedication to the LORD, the
Nazarite must not go near a dead body. “ (Numbers 6:3‐6:6)
As we learned yesterday, the LORD chose the Levites to substitute for firstborn male
Israelites and the Levites were to be consecrated to the LORD. However, in Numbers
6, God tells Moses that any of the Israelites may voluntarily choose to consecrate or
dedicate themselves to God. However, with their vow, comes three rather unusual
requirements. Why would God command the Israelites to abstain from 1) wine and
grapes, 2) cutting their hair, and 3) dead bodies?
I think there is a reason for each of these, and that all of them point towards
repentance. Do you remember what repentance means? Repentance means turning
back to God. By turning back to God, we are, by definition, turning away from
ourselves. A Nazarite who willingly chose to dedicate himself/herself to God was
exhibiting outward signs of repentance. Let’s see how the items from which the
Nazarite would abstain could point towards repentance.
1. Wine/Fermented drinks/grapes. In the Bible, wine and grapes are often
symbols of joy, celebration, and sweetness. Abstaining from wine, fermented
drinks, and grapes symbolizes sacrifice and self‐discipline. Repentance
requires us to sacrifice and deny ourselves (“If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself” – Luke 9:23), and in repentance, we admit we are
sorrowful over how we have grieved God when we turned away from Him.
2. Uncut hair. In the Bible, long hair on a man often represents shame or
disgrace (see 1 Corinthians 11:14). When we come to God in repentance, we
come humbly and admit we are ashamed and disgraced of our behavior. We
are poor in spirit and seeking God’s mercy when we turn back to God.
(“Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” –
Matthew 5:3). Additionally, God ordained that the long hair was meant to be
a sign of consecration – an easily visible outward sign to others that the
Nazarite was set apart for service to the LORD.
3. Dead bodies. In the Bible, sin is equated with death (“for the wages of sin is
death). Mankind was cursed with death as payment for our sins. The Nazarite

vow exhibited turning from the effects of sin. In turning to God in the
repentance, the Nazarite was showing that death was not their concern.
(“Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead” – Matthew 8:22, “…He is not
the God of the dead but of the living” – Matthew 22:32).
Like most things, these three signs point not only to repentance, but to Jesus
himself. The symbolism of the Nazarite vow shows us how followers of Jesus
should act as well. Jesus tells us we are to deny ourselves, just as the Nazarites
denied themselves of wine. Jesus tells us that we are to be different than the
world (“..Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven” – Matthew 5:16) just as the Nazarites looked
different than others in their society with their uncut hair. Jesus tells us to follow
Him and that God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. Just as the
Nazarites were not to concern themselves with death, neither should followers
of Jesus as He overcome death through the power of His resurrection.
In summary, while the vow of a Nazarite pointed to repentance, the symbolism
of the items from which the Nazarites abstained is still relevant to followers of
Jesus today.
Also, one final note, probably the most famous of the Nazarites was John the
Baptist. John the Baptist was the baby who lept in his mother’s womb when
Mary visited his mother, Elizabeth. After Elizabeth greeted Mary, Mary then
broke out into her famous song, The Magnificat.
John the Baptist remained a Nazarite his entire life. Do you know what his life’s
purpose was? Let’s see what the Bible tells us: “In those days John the Baptist
came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet
Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight the paths for him.’” (Matthew 3:1‐4).
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of the three items from which a Nazarite
had to abstain) next to our other symbols for repentance. Let’s also add the
following to our memory verse collection: “In those days John the Baptist came,
preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” (Matthew 3:1‐2)

Day Sixty‐Five (March 6):
Following the commands regarding the vows of the Nazarite, Numbers 6
continues with God’s commands for Aaron and his sons:
“The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless
the Israelites. Say to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His
face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and
give you peace. So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
– Numbers 6:22‐27
This Aaronic blessing is a famous passage of Scripture that is often read at
weddings. You may have heard this passage before (either spoken or sung), but
what you may not realize is that this passage is a beautiful picture of faith.
First, Aaron and his sons were commanded by God to speak this blessing over
the Israelites. In doing so, they had to have faith that what God told them would
indeed come to pass. Aaron and his sons had to have faith that God would honor
their priestly blessing.
Let’s look at the various components of this priestly blessing. If you’ll notice “the
Lord” is referenced three times. First, the Lord will “bless” and “keep” you. This
is a good picture of God the Father as the guardian and protector of His people.
Second, the Lord will “make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.” This is
an accurate description of how God views those who have faith in His Son, Jesus,
because of what Christ did for us on the cross. Third, the Lord will “turn his face
toward you and give you peace,” which points toward abundant life received
through the work of the Holy Spirit. This blessing, therefore, with its three‐fold
repetition of “the Lord” illustrates the concept of the Holy Trinity:
‐ God the Father blesses and keeps His children
‐ God the Son causes the Father’s face to shine upon us and offers us grace
‐ God the Holy Spirit brings the Father’s attention to us and provides us peace
Therefore, the faith that Aaron and his sons needed in God was a foreshadowing
of the Trinity. Through this blessing, God was offering a picture of how He would
remain faithful to His people. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit are all involved in the lives of God’s children, and are instrumental in
bestowing God’s blessings to us. God in three persons – blessed Trinity.
Additionally, in this famous blessing, it should be noted that “you” is referenced
six times. This is no coincidence. While the number three is a symbol in the Bible
for perfection and completion (which is why “the Lord” referenced three times
makes so much sense!), the number six is the symbol in the Bible for man, who is
imperfect and incomplete without God. Man was created on the 6th day, and was
told to labor for six days during the week. Therefore, the “you” referenced six
times in this blessing points out the human nature, the imperfect nature, of the

Israelites as contrasted with the divine, perfect, and complete nature of the
Trinity – God in three persons.
In this blessing, we see the divine, the perfect ‐ showering goodness on the
wretched, the undeserving. It’s almost too good to be true. Aaron is told to offer
this blessing to the Israelites, but as God bestows this blessing upon the
Israelites, they had to receive it by faith.
This blessing is a foreshadowing of the blessings God has planned for the
believers – those who put their faith in Jesus Christ. God has promised to bless
believers, give us grace and mercy on account of what Christ did for us, and to
sanctify us through the work of the Holy Spirit. It’s almost too good to be true –
the divine, the perfect ‐ will shower goodness on the wretched, the undeserving
if they accept the gift in faith.
Faith is pivotal for the recipients of blessings. In the New Testament, Paul
reiterates this point when referring to the Abrahamic blessing:
“So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the
works of the law, or by believing what you heard? So also Abraham “believed
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, then, that those
who have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God would
justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham:
“All nations will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith.” – Galatians 3:5‐9
Did you catch that? Those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the
man of faith. God promised to bless the Israelites, but Scripture tells us that
anyone who has faith, anyone who puts their faith in God’s Son, Jesus, will be
blessed. The Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6 is also a blessing for people of faith
today. Put your faith in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit!
Trust that God will protect you, offer you grace and mercy, and bring you His
peace in all circumstances. If you have faith in His promises, you will be blessed
indeed. Because He is forever faithful.
Let’s place today’s symbol beside our other symbols for faith. Let’s also add the
following to our memory verse collection: “So those who rely on faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith.” – Galatians 3:9

Day Sixty‐Six (March 7):
As we continue through the book of Numbers, we will learn more about God’s
grace. Already, throughout our Magnificat studies, we have learned that the
Levites were blessed for choosing the Lord over the worship of a golden cow idol
and even over their own family members. Additionally, we have learned that the
Lord chose the Levites to be the substitute for the first‐born male Israelites that
He had claimed as His own after the first Passover. Today, we will learn more
about the Levites and see God’s grace woven into the details of their dedication
to God and purification before Him.
Let’s read our Scripture for today, starting with Numbers 8:5: “The LORD said to
Moses, “Take the Levites from among all the Israelites and make them
ceremonially clean. To purify them, do this: Sprinkle the water of cleansing on
them; then have them shave their whole bodies and wash their clothes. And so
they will purify themselves. Have them take a young bull with its grain offering
of the finest flour mixed with olive oil; then you are to take a second young bull
for a sin offering. Bring the Levites to the front of the tent of the meeting and
assemble the whole Israelite community. You are to bring the Levites before the
LORD, and the Israelites are to lay their hands on them. Aaron is to present the
Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the Israelites, so that they may
be ready to do the work of the LORD. “ (Numbers 8:5‐11)
Numbers 8:21 summarizes, “The Levites purified themselves and washed their
clothes. Then Aaron presented them as a wave offering before the LORD and made
atonement for them to purify them.”
God commanded the Levites to become ceremonially clean by “purifying”
themselves. The Levites were set apart for special service to the Lord, yet they
represented and identified with all of Israel. All of the Israelites were told to lay
their hands on the Levites, and the Levites were offered as a wave offering, or a
living sacrifice (meaning their lives were dedicated to God) before the Lord. The
Levites’ dedication of service to God was meant to be made publicly, and part of
this dedication included purification – they had to become “ceremonially clean”
in order to show the holiness of their call – they were set apart for the Holy and
Righteous One alone, and had to ceremonially cleanse themselves from all
impurities and unholiness.
Of course, the act of “sprinkling” with cleansing water could not truly purify
someone – this was simply a ceremonial cleansing – a reminder of their need for
purification. For the Levites, true purification came when Aaron (the High Priest)
made atonement for them to purify them.
At this point, you might be wondering – how is all of this a picture of God’s
grace? It seems more like this is a list of rules the Levites had to follow instead of
God’s grace on display.

Well, as is usually the case with the Bible, all of the rituals and “ceremonial
cleansing” pointed to something else.
In the New Testament, there was a Levite, an actual descendant of the first High
Priest, Aaron, who spoke of the importance of becoming ceremonially clean
through cleansing water. John the Baptist offered a ceremonial washing that
publicly confessed sin and demonstrated repentance. Yet, unlike the Levites in
Numbers 8 that were sprinkled, John the Baptist completely immersed those he
baptized. Baptism was practiced in the Jewish community in the form of
ceremonial immersions during John’s day, but usually it was only among
Gentiles who wished to become Jews. For a Jewish person to submit to John’s
baptism, it meant that he or she was essentially claiming to be as far away from
God as a Gentile and needed to become right and “purified” before God.
So, can you imagine John’s surprise when the Messiah, Jesus, comes to him for
baptism? “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by
John. But John tried to deter Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You
come to me?” (Matthew 3:13‐14) John realized how absurd it was for Jesus to
come to him for baptism – Jesus had nothing to repent of, and it would have been
more appropriate for Jesus to baptize John!
“Jesus replied, “Let it be so now, it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.” (Matthew 3:15) Jesus’s response showed
that he understood why his baptism would seem strange to John, but it was
nevertheless necessary to fulfill all righteousness. Why would this be? Let’s think
back to Numbers 8 – the Israelites had to lay hands on the Levites in order to
identify with them; the Levites represented them; they were their substitute. In
similar fashion, Jesus had to identify with fallen and sinful man. In baptism, Jesus
was confessing as His own sins that He had never committed, and repenting of
them before God. He was taking the first step in identifying as the substitute for
sinful man.
Grace, grace, grace. In purification through sprinkling and washing, the Levites
were becoming “ceremonially clean” before the Israelites as their substitute. In
purification through baptism, Jesus was becoming “ceremonially clean” before
sinners as their substitute. Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of Aaron
sprinkling the Levites) next to our other symbols for grace.

Day Sixty‐Seven (March 8):

Can you believe it’s already been a year? Ok, not a year since we started our
Magnificat devotions (although you may certainly feel like it!), but a year since the
Israelites celebrated the first Passover. Today, we reach Numbers 9, where God’s
word comes to the Israelites and provides them instructions regarding the second
Passover.
“The Lord spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai in the first month of the second year
after they came out of Egypt. He said, “Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at
the appointed time, at twilight on the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance
with all its rules and regulations.” So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the
Passover, and they did so in the Desert of Sinai at twilight on the fourteenth day of
the first month. The Israelites did everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.
But some of them could not celebrate the Passover on that day because they were
ceremonially unclean on account of a dead body. So they came to Moses and Aaron
that same day and said to Moses, “We have become unclean because of a dead body,
but why should we be kept from presenting the LORD’s offering with the other
Israelites at the appointed time?
Moses answered them, “Wait until I find out what the LORD commands concerning
you.”
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites: “When any of you or your
descendants are unclean because of a dead body or are away on a journey, they are
still to celebrate the LORD’s Passover, but they are to do it on the fourteenth day of
the second month at twilight. They are to eat the lamb, together with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs.” (Numbers 9:1‐11)
It’s not surprising that God’s word commanded them to celebrate the Second
Passover (since we learned in Exodus 12:14 that God commanded all the Israelites
to celebrate the Passover for years to come).
What may be surprising, however, is God’s response to the people who could not
celebrate the Passover on that day because they were ceremonially unclean. God’s
Word in the form of an answer concerning the “Second Passover” is a clear picture
of His mercy. This Second Passover, known as Pesach Sheni, is unique in the Bible as
it is a holiday designated by God in response to people asking to be included.
These people who were unclean refused to accept their exclusion before God and He
granted them the desires of their heart to worship Him. The Psalmist says it quite
nicely, “Take delight in the LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” –
Psalm 37:4

Like this unclean Israelites, we may have periods in our lives when we feel like we
are excluded from intimacy with God because of something we have done. We may
feel, like these unclean Israelites, that we missed our opportunity.
And yet, God’s Word is there assuring us, just as it assured these Israelites, that He is
a God of mercy. We need to understand that God can and will draw us back to
Himself when we call out to Him. “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to
save, nor His ear to dull to hear.” – Isaiah 59:1
God’s Word about the Second Passover assures us that He is merciful and answers
us when we call upon Him. The definition of mercy is not getting something that you
deserve. God’s Son, Jesus, gave His life in a “second” Passover in God’s greatest act of
mercy. Jesus bore our sins on the cross and the sinners that accept Him as Lord and
Savior do not get the punishment that they deserve.
God’s words regarding the Second Passover in Numbers 9 show His character and
His mercy. They also point to another Second Passover in the New Testament that
also show His character and His mercy.
Please know that God hears us when we call, and Jesus promised results if we would
ask for what we desire and not give up:
“Ask, and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks the door will be opened.” – Matthew 7:7‐8
Let’s place today’s symbol (a picture of the “unclean” celebrating the Second
Passover by eating of the lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs) next to our
other symbols for God’s Word. And may we remember that God’s Word reveals His
character and speaks to us of His great mercy for all those who will seek Him. I pray
that you will seek Him today.

Memory verses:
• “And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.” – Luke 1:46‐49
• “And he believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” ‐
Genesis 15:6
• “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins."‐ Matthew 1:21
• “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” – John
3:16
• “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance in what we do
not see.” – Hebrews 11:1
• “Prove by the way that you live that you have repented of your sins and
turned to God.” – Matthew 3:8
• “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” – Romans
10:17
• “For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory
through our faith.” – 1 John 5:4
• “I have hidden your word in my heart, that I may not sin against you.” –
Psalm 119:11
• “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For
you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.”
– Revelation 4:11
• “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.””‐ James 4:6
• “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of
those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them.” –
Romans 8:28
• “So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father's one and only Son.” – John 1:14
• “The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of
the good things to come, not the good things themselves. The sacrifices
under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they
were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to
worship.” – Hebrews 10:1
• “In those days, John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” – Matthew
3:1‐2
• “So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of
faith.” – Galatians 3:9

